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preface. 


T fhall  not  detain  the  Reader  long  by  this 
* preliminary  Part  of  the  prefent  Publica- 
tion, either  in  expatiating  on  its  Merits,  or 
apologizing  for  its  Defedts  ; but  it  will  be 
right  to  premife,  that  I have  not  endeavour- 
ed  to  flatter  his  Hopes,  by  promifing  the  dif- 
clofure  of  new  and  certain  Remedies.  Much 
Mifchief  has  certainly  been  incurred  by  plac- 
ing an  unjuftifiable  Confidence  in  the  Promifes 
of  thofe  who  have  been  principally  actuated 
by  the  Confideration  of  their  own  Intereft  and 

Emolument.  The  Adminiftration  of  any  Me- 
dicine, 
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dicine,  however  efficacious,  muft  be  regulated 
by  the  peculiar  Circumdances  of  each  indi- 
vidual  Cafe,  without  which  it  can  prove  no 
Antiuote.  It  is  not  what  but  when  to  give, 
is  the  mod  difficult  practical  Quedion  ; hence 
an  ingenious  Phyfician,  (Dr.  Marryatt)  em- 
phatically declares,  “ To  fee k for  Specifics  is 
inexcufeable  Puerility,  or  the  Suggedion  of 
defponding  Idlenefs.” 
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TREATISE 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


IPROM  the  great  number  of  publications 
which  have  iffued  from  the  prefs  on  the 
fubject  of  this  treatife,  it  would  appear  to 
fome  hardly  juftifiable  to  augment  the  col- 
lection. It  muft,  however,  be  confefTed  that 
too  many,  if  not  the  generality  of  them,  are 
more  calculated  to  anfwer  the  finifter  purpofes 
of  the  publifher  than  to  convey  folid  informa- 
tion to  the  reader,  and  frequently  are  intended 
to  recommend  fome  fpecific  remedy,  fome 
celebrated  drop  or  lotion,  or  fome  medicated 
bougie.  This  is  a fact  too  well  known  to  al- 
low of  contradiction,  and  as  patients  are  fre- 
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quently  milled  by  the  unqualified  affurances 
ot  this  fpecies  of  practitioners,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  their  health  and  conflitutions,  I 
think  it  a duty  incumbent  on  every  medical 
man  of  education  and  integrity  to  oppofe,  by 
his  own  individual  exertion,  the  progrefs  of 
cmpiricifm.  It  is  true,  enough  has  already 
been  written  by  men  of  acknowledged  ability 
to  inflruCt  mankind  on  this  important  topic; 
but  fome  of  their  writings  are  fo  voluminous, 
others  fo  enveloped  in  profeffional  dialed,  that 
the  generality  have  not  benefited  by  their  la- 
bours. In  the  prefent  volume  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  give  a complete  hiftory  of  the  fub- 
jed,  which  would  render  it  amenable  to  the 
objection  juft  ftarted,  its  being  too  volumi- 
nous ; I purpofe  to  lay  down  the  ordinary 
progrefs  and  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and  the 
treatment  which  is  to  be  purfued  under  thefe 
circumftances. 

I have  feen  fo  many  conflitutions  ruined  by 
the  dangerous  practice  of  palliating  the  difeafe, 
that  I have  been  the  more  particular  in  enforc- 
ing the  necefhty  of  perfeveratice  and  continu- 
ance in  the  life  of  Mercury,  in  order  to  eradi- 
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cate  a complaint  fo  infdious  in  its  eftedts. 
There  are  fome,  nay  unfortunately  there  arc 
many,  who  will  lure  a man  to  defrudtion  by 
the  hope  of  being  cured  without  mercury  ; 
how  important  it  is  then  to  fhew  the  fallacy 
of  fiich  pretentions,  and  to  point  out  the  only 
method,  on  which  he  can  depend,  and  on 
which  experience  teaches  us  to  rely. 

I have  feen  fome  thoufands  in  this  difeafe, 
and  during  my  attendance  as  Houfe-Surgeon 
at  the  Locke- Hofpital,  where  it  is  well  known 
none  but  venereal  patients  are  admitted,  thofe 
always  had  the  preference  whofe  cafes  were  the 
mof  defperate.  I do  not  mention  this  with 
a view  of  vaunting  in  my  experience,  being  \ 
far  from  confidering  a man’s  abilities  propor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  patients  for  whom  he 
has  preferibed,  fi nee  one  man  who  has  a ta- 
lent for  obfervation,  will  become  more  fuga- 
cious from  a hundred,  than  another  from  a 
thoufand  opportunities ; yet  fill  I think  with 
the  learned  Dr.  Fordyce,  that  the  world  has 
a right  (and  it  is  very  natural  that  it  lliould 
exercife  that  right)  to  enquire  into  the  preten- 
sions which  any  one  has  to  public  approbation. 
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Of  Gonorrhoea  or  Jimple  Clap. 

r~pHE  term  Gonorrhoea,  according  to  its  ori- 
-h  ginal  fignification,  conveys  a very  different 
idea  of  the  difeafe  from  what  it  is  at  prefent 
intended  to  exprefs ; it  implies,  in  faft,  a 
difcharge  of  femen,  but  as  now  ufed  dignifies 
the  difcharge  of  matter  infedted  with  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  from  the  urethra.  This  miftake 
originated  in  the  ignorance  of  the  ancients,  who 
were  totally  unacquainted  with  the  nature  or 
caufe  of  it,  when  the  difeafe  firft  made  its  ap- 
pearance. 

When  a perfon  has  had  venereal  intercourfe 
with  a difeafed  woman,  the  poifon  which  is 
thus  communicated,  continues  for  a certain 
length  of  time  without  manifefting  itfelf. 
This  period  of  time  is  very  irregular,  it  ap- 
pearing fometimes  within  three  days,  at  other 
times  not  in  lefs  than  a week,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  from  the 
period  at  which  the  infection  was  communi- 
cated. This  is  owing  partly  to  the  quantity 
of  poifon  which  is  applied,  and  partly  to  the 
pnftitutior}  of  the  individual  who  receives  it, 

for 
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^qj*  fome  are  much  moic  fufcepcible  of  the 

venereal  action  than  others. 

At  firft  the  fymptoms  are  flight,  a little  un- 
eafinefs  not  amounting  to  pain  is  perceived  in 
the  urethra ; this  is  foon  followed  by  a dif- 
charge  accompanied  with  a pain  in  making 
water.  The  difeharge  varies  likewife  in  co- 
lour and  confiflence,  but  for  the  moft  part 
tinges  the  linen  of  a greenifh  colour. 

The  pain  in  making  water,  fuppofing  no 
remedy  is  had  recourfe  to,  gradually  increafes, 
and  becomes  very  violent;  the  lips  of  the 
urethra  are  red  and  inflamed,  and  feem  to  fe- 
parate  a little  from  each  other.  The  prepuce, 
or  the  fkin  which  covers  the  penis,  becomes 
inflamed  likewife  from  the  venereal  matter 
conftantly  palling  over  it;  it  contracts  fo  much 
alfo  as  not  to  admit  of  being  drawn  back  be- 
hind the  glands  of  the  penis  without  confide- 
rable  pain,  and  fometimes  it  cannot  be  done 
at  all. 

The  irritation  thus  produced  in  the  penis 
ading  as  a flimulus,  painful  and  frequent 
credions  are  the  confequence,  which  very- 
much  interrupt  the  patient's  repofe. 
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ihefe  fymptoms,  whofe  violence  will  de- 
pend on  the  inflammatory  ffate  of  the  habit, 
and  on  the  conduct  of  the  patient,  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  days  or  a week  begin  to  di- 
minifh,  the  erections  are  lefs  painful,  the 
pain  of  making  water  is  diminifhed,  and  the 
difcharge  is  lefs  abundant. 

This,  which  is  the  rnoft  regular  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  is  often  complicated  with  other  ac- 
cidents. Sometimes  from  the  violence  of  the 
inflammation,  thcpaiji  in  making  water  is  ex- 
quifitcly  great  and  induces  a fwelling  of  one ' 
01  both  tefncles,  which  very  much  aggravates 
the  patient's  fituation ; for  as  the  teflicle  is 
covered  with  a firm  inelaftic  coat,  the  diflen- 
fion  of  it  is  extremely  diflreffing.  Another 
circum fiance  which  fometimes  tends  to  com- 
plicate the  complaint,  is  a profufe  difcharge 
of  blood  from  the  urethra  ; for  as  the  mem. 
brane  which  lines  this  part  is  not  only  very 
full  or  blood,  but  alfo  very  thin  in  its  texture, 
the  blood-veffels  from  want  of  better  fupport 
burft,  and  though  the  veffels  are  very  fmall, 
a haemorrhage  of  this  part  proves  often  ex- 
ceedingly troublefome  and  unmanageable. 
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' It  likewise  happens  now  and  then  that  the 
inflammation  of  the  urethra,  which  is  in  ge- 
neral confined  to  about  an  inch  from  the  top 
of  the  penis,  gradually  runs  along  the  furface 
of  the  membrane,  even  to  the  bladder,  bring- 
ing on  a conftant  inclination  to  make  water, 
with  violent  ftrangury. 

Not  unfrequently  the  inflammation  extends 
from  the  furface  of  the  membrane  into  the 
fubftance  of  the  penis,  by  which  means  the 
cells  of  which  the  penis  is  compofed  are  con- 
fined, and  not  yielding  when  an  erection  takes 
place,  draws  down  the  penis  in  an  incurvated 
direction.  This  fymptom  is  exceedingly  trou- 
blefome,  and  is  a confiderable  time  before  it 
can  be  jTFe&ually  removed ; accordingly  there- 
fore as  the  feveral  circumftances  above  enume- 
rated accompany  the  difeafe,  the  treatment 
muft  naturally  be  varied  to  obviate  each  diffi- 
culty ; but  befides  thofe  already  mentioned, 
there  is  another  very  important  cafe  which 
often  occurs,  and  which  is  not  fufficiently  at- 
tended to,  at  leaf!  if  I may  judge  from  the 
number  of  patients  whom  I have  known  to 
fuffer  from  this  caufe,  the  remark  is  corredt ; 
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it  happens  in  this  manner.  Though  in  feme* 
patients  when  a Gonorrhoea  takes  place,  there; 
is  no  chancre  to  be  found  (which  generally  is 
the  cafe)  yet  in  many  inftances  a chancre  will! 
exift  with  it:  when  this  is  fituated  towards  the. 
top  of  the  glands,  penis,  or  of  the  prepuce, , 
it  is  fubjed  to  our  infpedtion,  and  will  admit  - 
of  topical  application  ; but  very  often,  a chan-- 
ere  or  venereal  ulcer  will  be  fituated  at  the  ba-- 
fis  of  the  glands,  in  this  cafe  the  patient  Ihould : 
be  particularly  careful  to  prevent  the  prepuce:  i 
from  contracting,  which,  as  has  been  already, 
obferved,  often  happens  to  that  degree  as  to 
render  it  impoffible  to  draw  it  back.  By  this 
means  the  poifon  depofited  at  the  bafis  of  the : 
glands,  and  which  has  produced  ulceration  : 
there,  continues  to  extend,  gradually  deftroy-  ■ 
ing  the  Ikin  of  the  prepuce,  till  at  length  that 
portion  of  it  is  entirely  eaten  through,  and  a 
natural  circumcifion  takes  place.  This  I have 
feen  repeatedly  happen,  and  though  I will  not 
pofitively  aflert  it  can  at  all  times  be  prevent- 
ed, I do  not  fcruple  to  declare  that  it  might 
be  prevented  in  nine  cafes  out  of  ten  of  this 
defeription. 
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The  inconveniencies  thus  occafioned  are  not 
lnerely  confined  to  the  prepuce,  but  extend  in 
the  fame  manner  through  the  glans  of  the 
penis,  fo  that  the  patient  lofes  a portion  of  the 
fubftance  of  the  penis  itfelf,  and  fometimes 
the  whole  glans  is  deftroyed.  This  will  hap- 
pen whether  the  chancre  be  at  firft  on 
the  fubftance  of  the  glans  itfelf,  or  on  the 
prepuce  covering  it;  for  as  the  venereal  matter 
when  the  fkin  cannot  be  withdrawn  lies  in 
clofe  contad  with  the  fubftance  of  the  penis, 
its  corrofive  effeds  are  propagated  in  that  di- 
redion.  In  this  refped  there  will  be  a differ- 
ence with  regard  to  the  progrefs  as  well  as 
treatment  of  the  diforder;  of  this,  however, 
we  ftiall  take  further  notice  in  the  part  of  this 
treatife  wherein  the  treatment  of  chancre  will 
be  confidered.  I fhall  now  fpeak  of  the  cure 
of  Gonorrhoea. 

• i 

• / 

Cure  of  Gonorrhoea. 

To  a perfon  unacquainted  with  the  ftruaure 
Of  the  human  body,  and  the  peculiar  actions 
o w uch  different  parts  are  naturally  difpofed,  • 
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it  would  appear  very  extraordinary  that  a chan- 
cre fhould  be  produced  in  one  inftance  which 
is  followed  by  little  or  no  difeharge,  and  that 
in  another  inftance  a clap  fhould  be  the  confe- 
quence  which  it  is  well  known  is  generally  ac- 
companied with  a very  violent  difeharge,  and 
yet  thefe  different  fymptoms  originate  in  the 
fame  infection  (for  that  it  is  the  fame  appears 
to  me  beyond  a reafonable  doubt,)  and  wrhat 
muft  appear  ftill  more  extraordinary,  is,  that 
the  ohe  may  frequently,  nay  generally  be  cured 
without  mercury,  whilft  the  effects  of  a chan- 
cre, if  fuitable  applications  are  not  fpeedily 
employed,  gradually  proceed  to  the  contami- 
nation of  the  habit,  and  for  which  there  is  no 
other  remedy  on  which  we  can  depend,  and 
therefore  in  pointing  out  the  treatment  which 
will  be  proper  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  it 
will  be  more  fatisfadtory,  in  my  opinion,  to 
fhew  on  what  thefe  different  phenomena  de- 
pend. 

As  the  urethra  is  a canal  calculated  for  the 

. 

paftage  of  the  urine,  it  is  lined  with  a mucus 
in  order  to  defend  it  from  the  acrimony  of 
that  fluid  palling  over  its  furface ; this  mucus 
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is  fupplied  or  fecreted  by  the  membrane  which 
lines  this  part,  and  is  continued  on  to  the  blad- 
(jer  • hence-when  any  irritation  is  here  excited, 
it  tends  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  mucus, 
which  in  the  natural  ftate  is  meiely  fufficient 
to  keep  the  canal  moift,  and  thus  a difeharge 
is  brought  on. 

Whatever,  therefore,  is  the  caufe  applied, 
fuch  will  be  the  effect  of  the  irritation  ; if  the 
venereal  poifon  inftead  of  being  depofited  on 
the  outer  furface  of  the  glans,  is  conveyed 
into  the  urethra,  it  will  in  a few  days  irritate 
the  membrane,  and  produce  Gonorrhoea. 

It  was  for  a long  time  fuppofed  that  there 
was  an  ulcer  produced  in  the  urethra,  from 
which  the  difeharge  took  its  rife,  but  this  is 
very  feldom  the  cafe.  I have  feen  one  cafe 
which  I examined  in  a man  who  died  from 
fome  other  caufe  when  labouring  under  go- 
norrhoea, in  which  there  was  an  ulceration  in 
the  urethra,  but  the  effedt  is  extremely  rare. 
In  fadt  the  increafed  mucous  fecretion  is  perfect- 
ly nmilar  to  the  mucus  difeharged  from  the 
nofe,  which  is  increafed  in  confequence  of  in- 
flammation, from  whatever  caufe ; thus  the  mat- 
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tci  difcharged  from  the  urethra  in  confequence 
of  the  application  of  venereal  poifon,  is  the  ef, 
fcdt  of  an  inflammation  which  that  poifon  ex-* 
cites,  and  the  difcharge  itfelf,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  contributes  to  abate  the  inflammation, 
contributes  ftill  more  effectually  to  remove  and 
wafh  away  the  venereal  matter.  In  propor- 
tion therefore  to  the  quantity  of  matter  which 
is  thrown  off,  will  the  probability  in  a great 
meafure  confift  that  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient will  remain  unaffeCted. 

This  circumffance,  namely,  the  inflamma- 
tion excited  by  the  application  of  venereal  poi- 
fon to  the  urethra,  \>ill  depend  on  the  fufcep- 
' tibility  of  the  part,  as  well  as  on  the  inflam- 
matory ffate  of  the  habit  of  the  patient,  which 
may  very  much  difpofe  to  fuch  a confequence. 

However  favourable  therefore  the  difcharge 
may  be  as  proving  a protection  to  the  confti- 
tution, its  violence  may  be  fo  conftderable  as 
to  be  almoft  infupportable,  and  to  require  im- 
mediate attention  j and  this  is  the  firft  objeCt 
of  our  care. 

When  a perfon  who  has  had  a recent  infec- 
tion difcovers  a fmall  difcharge  from  the  lips 

of 
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of  the  urethra,  with  a pain  in  making  water,  and 
the  fymptoms  already  enumerated,  the  firffc 
remedy  to  be  adminiftered  is  fome  cooling  pur- 
gative, fuch  as  the  following  : 

No.  I. — R.  Calom.  gr.  iij. 

Conf.  Cynofb.  q.  f.  m.  f.  bol. 
nodte  fumencl.  et  die  poftrem. 
adhib.  hauft.  fequent. 

N.  2. — R.  Sal.  Cathart.  Glauber!  gj. 

Infuf.  Rofar.  gij.  ' 

Tin£t.  Sennas  jij.  m.  f.  hauft. 

The  infufion  of  rofes,  whilfl  it  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  aftringent  to  interfere  with  the  purga- 
tive properties  of  the  falts,  renders  it  much 
more  palatable,  without  which  it  is  a medicine 
likely  to  be  reje&ed  by  many  ftomachs. 

When  from  any  averfion  of  this  kind  the 
kilts  are  not  advifeable,  the  following  fimple 
formula  will  anfwer  equally  well. 

No.  3.—  R.  Infuf.  Senna;  ^ifs 
Manna  Opt.  jfs 
Tin  (St.  Senna;  |fs  M.  f.  H. 

Man.  fumend. 
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This  or  the  preceding  remedies  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  repeat  according tis  the  fymptoms 
are  more  or  lefs  violent. 

With  regard  to  the  ufe  of  purgatives,  it  will 
be  proper  to  recoiled!  that  no  aloetic  medicines 
fhould  be  adminiftered ; that  they  fhould  not 
be  of  the  clafs  of  aperient  tindfures ; and  that 
they  lhould  be  fufficiently  adtive  to  promote 
fix  orfeven  evacuations.  As  the  pain  which  is 
experienced  in  making  water  depends  as  well 
upon  the  quality  of  the  urine  as  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  urethra,  much  inconvenience  may 
be  avoided  by  drinking  freely  of  thofe  mucila- 
ginous liquors,  which  are  adapted  to  corredt 
the  acrimony  of  that  fluid.  Of  this  clafs  it 
will  hardly  be  neceffary  to  mention  thofe  which 
are  proper,  as  linfeed  tea,  marfhmallows, 
quince  feed,  or  barley-water  will  be  fufficicnt 
for  the  purpofe ; in  thefe  a portion  of  nitre 
fhould  be  diffolved,  which  has  a very  power- 
ful influence  in  abating  an  inflammatory  ac- 
tion ; about  a dram  in  the  day  will  be  as  much 
as  the  ftomach  will  eafily  bear.  At  the  time 
thefe  remedies  become  neceffary,  it  will  be 
exceedingly  proper  that  the  patient  fhould  fub- 
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nlit  to  a regimen  perfectly  confident  with  the 
iame  defign ; he  fhould  keep  perfedly  at  reft, 
avoid  the  ufe  of  wine,  fpirits,  animal  food, 
and  every  thing,  in  fhort,  which  can  increafe 
the  velocity  of  the  pulfe,  or  give  an  inflam- 
.!  matory  adion  to  the  veflels. 

If  I were  writing  this  treatife  merely  for  the 
ufe  of  the  faculty,  I fhould  have  omitted  this 
laft,  as  well  as  many  other  remarks,  as  roo 
trivial  for  their  attention  ; but  as  I exped  this 
work  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are 
D not  in  the  profeffion , not  to  be  minute  would 
be  a fault  in  a work  calculated  for  popular  pe- 
|i  rufal. 

In  a cafe  where  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
are  moderate,  the  means  above  recommended 
will  prove  adequate  to  our  wifties  by  checking 
the  violent  excitement  which  has  been  pro- 
duced, but  it  happens  very  frequently  that 
more  adive  meafures  are  requiflte ; a perfon, 
for  inftance,  who  has  caught  the  complaint,  and 
is  as  yet  ignorant  of  his  misfortune,  may  indulge 
freely  in  wine  or  exercife,  till  the  moment  he 
difcovers  the  injury,  and  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  the  inflammation  which  attends  proves 

highly 
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highly  diftrefling.  A gentleman  confulted  me 
home  time  fince  who  was  exadtly  in  this  pre- 
dicament, he  had  no  fufpicion  of  being  injur- 
ed, and  walked  during  a very  hot  day  from 
the  Borough  to  Turnham-Green,  a diftance 
of  about  fix  miles,  where  he  firft  felt  a little 
pam  on  making  water,  not  knowing  to  what 
it  could  be  afcribed;  and  being  not  aware  of  the 
danger  arifing  from  exercife,  he  returned  the 
fame  day  on  foot,  hence  the  inflammation  was 
fo  great,  and  the  pain  in  making  water  fovio- 
, ^ent»  that  according  to  his  own  rep  refen  tation, 
it  was  like  fifhing-hooks  tearing  through  the 
urethra. 

To  arrefi:  the  progrefs  of  fymptoms  fo  vio- 
lent, it  will  be  proper  to  bleed  the  patient  from 
the  arm,  if  the  conftitution  will  admit,  and  ef- 
pecially  if  the  pulfe  is  full  and  quickened  ; at 
tho  fame  time  leeches  fhould  be  applied  to  the 
penis  itfelf,  which  though  a troublefome,  is  a 
very  effectual  remedy ; cold  faturnine  lotions 
fhould  be  applied  around  the  penis  likewife, 
and  changed  very  frequently. 

So  far  then  the  treatment  laid  down  will  be 
very  intelligible  to  every  capacity,  and  will,  I 
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prefume,  not  be  contradicted.  It  becomes  a 
queftion  of  more  nicety  to  determine  how  far 
injections  are  advifeable  in  this  ftate ; I fhali 
endeavour  to  explain  this  from  practical 
grounds,  but  let  us  firft  confider  the  principle 
on  which  injections  are  recommended,  or  at 
leaf!  on  which  they  produce  their  effeCt  ; in 
doing  this  we  ought  to  recolleCt  the  progrefs 
of  infeCtion  which  I have  already  delcribed, 
and  as  the  application  of  the  venereal  matter 
to  the  furface  of  the  urethra  is  evidently  the 
caufe  of  Gonorrhoea,  our  objea  undoubtedly 
ought  to  be  to  deftroy  or  remove  the  offending 
caufe. 

According  to  this  plan  the  ufe  of  aftringent 
injections  in  the  firft  inftance-muft  appear 
highly  injudicious,  for  the  profeffed  objeCt  of 
their  exhibition  is  to  contract  the  mouths  of 
the  veftels  opening  on  the  furface  of  the  mem- 
brane, and  thereby  to  flop  that  difehame 
which  nature  has  brought  on,  as  the  falutary 
means  of  preventing  an  extenfion  of  the  evil  . 
and  yet  this  practice  fo  unnatural,  as  I w ill 
venture  to  call  it,  has  been  ftrongly  recom- 
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mended  by  fome  practitioners,  and  by  fomc  of 
eminence  likewife.  Mr.  Bell  of  Edinburgh, 
whofc  writings  are  very  generally  known,  is 
an  advocate  for  this  practice,  and  as  his  au- 
thority is  very  likely  to  influence  his  readers* 
it  will  be  proper  to  dwell  a little  more  fully 
on  this  branch  of  our  fubjeCt. 

If  the  phyfician  is  the  fervant  of  nature,  as 
he  has  often  been  rep  refen  ted,  and  if  thofe  who 
fire  the  moll  fuccefsful  are  theperfons  who  at- 
tentively watch  her  operations,  we  ought  cer- 
tainly to  doubt  the  propriety  of  that  advice, 
which  is  in  direCt  oppofltion  to  her  proceed- 
ings. This  is  certainly  the  cafe  with  regard 
to  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injections ; we  are  en- 
deavouring thereby  to  confine  what  nature  is 
labouring  to  expel,  and  what  it  is  very  inju- 
rious to  the  fyftem  to  retain ; we  are  rendering 
that  an  important  evil,  which  if  entrufled  to 
nature  would  probably  have  proved  only  a 
temporary  inconvenience  ; for  by  the  continu- 
ance Of  that  difeharge,  which  thefe  injections 
are  calculated  to  fupprefs,  the  matter  of  Go- 
norrhoea has  been  entirely  evacuated,  and  the 

patient 


patient  recovered  without  the  ufe  of  any  re- 
medies whatfoever,  which  might  have  robbed 
her  of  the  credit  of  the  cure. 

Another  reafon  why  aftringent  injections 
fhould  not  be  recommended  is  this  : before  the 
difcharge  has  taken  place,  there  has  beenfome 
degree  of  inflammation  in  order  to  produce  the 

I difcharge,  there  is  more  blood  collected  in 
the  blood- veflels  of  that  part,  and  therefore 
the  ufe  of  aftringent  applications  are  very  like- 
ly, and  do  very  frequently  prove  the  remote 
caufe  of  ftriCture.  No  wonder  then  there 
fhould  have  been  a difference  of  opinion  among 
medical  men  with  refpeCt  to  the  propriety  of 
adminiftering  injections  of  any  kind,  fince  it 
is  very  clear  that  the  abufe  of  a thing  may 
bring  it  totally  into  difcredit. 

I have  no  fcruples  therefore  in  decrying  the 
ufe  of  thefe  means  at  the  firff  commencement 
of  gonorrhoea,  for  if  they  anfwer  the  intention 
of  the  prefcriber,  they  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
patient,  not  only  by  laying  the  foundation  of 
ftriClure,  but  by  endangering  the  acceflion  of 
fecondary  fymptoms,  which  I have  repeatedly 
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known  to  anfc  when  nothing  hut  gonorrhoea 
01  ^mP^e  c^aP  had  preceded  them. 

I hat  Mr.  Bell,  however,  ftiould  have  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  mind  in  the  ufe  of  aftringent  in- 
jections is  not  fo  wonderful,  fince  many  of  the 
remedies  which  he  has  called  aftringent,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  adt  on  a very  different  principle; 
thus  he  advifes  calomel  mixed  with  mucilage, 
alfo  lapis  calaminaris  and  tutty  powder,  as  well 
as  the  extrad  of  lead,  claret  and  water,  brandy 
and  water,  all  thefe  come  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  aftringent  remedies.  The  three  firft 
powders,  in  my  opinion,  ad  on  this  principle 
only,  that  of  abforbing  or  imbibing  the  poi- 
fon,  for  their  aftringent  properties  are  not 
much  10  be  depended  on,  even  admitting  the 
advantage  of  the  pradice;  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing, the  extrad  of  lead,  claret,  and  bran- 
ny, are  fo  univerfally  known  to  be  fedative, 
that  the  benefits  they  confer  are  owing  to  their 
efficacy  in  allaying  inflammation,  which  i$ 

vcry  different  from  the  view  with  which  they 
are  here  recommended. 

I am  not  by  any  means  yviihing  to  dif- 

parage 
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parage  the  value -or  the  virtue  of  aftringent 
injections,  but  merely  the  unfeafonable  ufe  of 
them  ; when  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
any  infedion  remains,  they  are  then  as  benefi- 
cial in  fuppreffing  the  difcharge,  as  they  ‘ are 
hurtful  at  the  beginning. 

In  recommending  the  ufe  of  injedions,  we 
have  three  didin d purpofes  to  accomplifh, 

1.  To  corred  the  venereal  poifon  ; 

2.  To  abate  the  inflammation  of  the  ure- 
thra ; and 

3.  To  contrad  or  brace  the  mouth  of  the 
veffels,  and  thus  flop  an  habitual  difcharge. 

With  regard  to  the  firfl  of  thefe  purpofes, 
I am  fully  fatisfied  that  the  quality  of  the  ve- 
n nereal  poifon  may  be  deflroyed  by  the  adion 
of  certain  fubflances,  and  that  fuch  would 

(prove  an  effedual  preventive,  could  they  be 
brought  in  contad  with  the  morbific  particles. 
On  this  fubjed  I fhall  treat  more  at  large 
in  a fubfequent  part  of  the  treatife,  w'here  the 
poffibility  of  guarding  the  conflitution  from 
this  difeafe  will  be  considered  ; it  will  be  per- 
£~dly  in  order,  however,  to  fay  as  much  here 

as 


as  regards  the  ufe  of  injection ; if  therefore  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  are  only  in  a mode.-j 
rate  degree,  if  the  pain  in  making  water  is 
not  very  violent,  the  ufe  of  injections  with, 
this  view  will  be  proper.  The  following  Ji 
have  ufed  with  the  moft  fatisfaCtory  fuccefs ; 

No.  4. — R.  Acid.  Nitros.  gfs. 

Aq.  Commun.  |viij. 

M.  f.  Injedt.  ter  die  vel  faepius  injiciend. 


Among  a great  number  of  cafes  which  have 
come  under  my  care,  I fhall  juft  mention  one 
which  occurred  a very  fliort  time  ftnee  as  an 
illuftration  of  the  opinion  I have  laid  down, 
that  the  venereal  poifon  may  be  deftroyed. 

A gentleman  confulted  me  in  confequence 
of  an  infection  which  was  received  about  four 
days  before,  which  produced  gonorrhoea ; the 
difeharge  was  not  very  confiderable,  and  lie 
had  a fmarfring,  though  not  very  fevere  pain  on 
difeharging  his  urine.  I preferibed  for  him 
the  preceding  injection,  No.  4,  which  gave 
him  a good  deal  of  pain,  but  after  ufing  it  five 
or  fix  times  he  was  perfectly  well,  with  fcarce- 
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ly  any  gleet,  and  that  is  now  perfectly  abated. 

I believe  in  this  indance  the  nitrous  acid  aded 
as  an  antidote  to  the  poifon,  or  by  fome  chy- 
mical  combination  rendered  it  no  longer  capa- 
ble of  producing  any  virulent  edfeds. 

On  this  principle  we  have  been  advifed  by 
fome  to  make  ufe  of  mercurial  injedions,  fince 
mercury  is  known  to  be  Angularly  efficacious 
in  curing  the  difeafe  j but  this  is  a mod;  mif- 
taken  fuppodtion  indeed,  fince  the  effeds  of 
mercury  are  owing  to  the  adion  excited  in 
the  body  by  its  exhibition,  and  not  from  any 
property  it  has  of  altering  the  poifon  itfelf,  or, 
if  I may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  of  neu- 
tralizing it,  and  therefore  no  benefit  of  this 
nature  will  accrue  from  its  ufe  by  injedion. 

In  judging  then  of  the  propriety  of  ufing 
injedions,  it  ffiould  be  remembered,  that  in 
cafe  of  a recent  infedion  where  the  pain  is  not 
very  great,  the  injedion  above  mentioned  will 
be  the  mod;  falutary  remedy ; but  when  the 
painful  fymptoms  are  urgent,  when  the  ure- 
thra will  not  admit  of  any  prelfure,  and  the  ar- 
dor urinae  or  pain  in  making  water  is  very 

confiderable, 
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confideraWe  injeflions  muft  be  adminiftcred 
to  fulfil  the  fecond  indication,  namely 

To  abate  the  inflammation  of  the  urethra. 

No.  5.— R.  Mucilag.  Semin.  Lini.  ?vfs 
Ol.  Olivac.  J:j 

Tindl.  Opii.  ?fs  M.  f.  Injeas. 

. I 

S a means  of  relieving  the  fymptoms  juft 
now  enumerated,  the  above  is  one  of  the  beft 
winch  can  be  employed,  and  ihould  be  made 

° Under  the  moft  aggravated  ftate  of  this 
diieafe. 

l[  has  been  by  thofe  who  are  averfe 

to  the  uie  of  injections,  that 'under  a painful 

ate  o the  part,  the  mechanical  violence  fuf- 
tamed  renders  it  more  prejudicial  than  ufeful; 
t ms  objection  has  no  authority,  fmce  it  is  the 
etrecl  of  negligence  and  not  the.,  necelfary  and 
unavoidable  effect  0f  the  operation,  which 
oes  not  produce  this  inconvenience.,  if  the  im- 
minent made  ufe  of  is  of  a proper  conftruc- 
tion,  and  the  patient  knows  how  to  apply  it, 

W Hch  he  ouSht  to  be  infcrudted  in  by  the  per- 

fon 
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ton  whom  he  conful  ts.  The  beft  method  of 
throwing  up  an  injection  is  for  the  patient  tc* 
make  the  fyringe  reft  upon  fome  fixed  foil'd 
body,  as  the  edge  of  a table,  of  fuch  a height 
as  to  be  on  a level  with  that  part  of  his  body 
when  he  ftands  upright*  to  which  the  pipe  is 
to  be  applied  ; by  making  the  fyringe  a fixed 
point,  he  effectually  prevents  its  ftarting, 
which  it  is  very  likely  to  do*  and  thus  give  the 
< patient  milch  paiil. 

A gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
: Leitiefter-fquare  applied  to  me  about  a month 
ago,  who  complained  of  a pain  in  making  wa- 
t ter,  accompanied  with  a violent  difcharge  from 
the  urethra,  and  in  fhott  every  fymptom  of  a 
r recent  gonorrhoea ; and  fufpe&ing  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  I recommended  the  injection  No.  4. 
but  this,  fo  far  from  meliorating  his  condi- 
t!  tion,  added  to  the  pain  heprevioufly  endured, 
r The  pain  in  making  water  was  exquifite,  he 
: declared  it  to  be  infupportable;  I therefore  im- 
mediately  varied  the  remedies,  and  ordered  the 
| ™je&I0n  No.  5 as  a fubftitute,  recommendino- 
i)  the  application  of  two  leeches  to  the  penis  • 
a the  leeches  he  neglected  to  apply,  but  the  in- 
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jedtiorl  he  regularly  continued,  and  found  the 
pain  immediately  relieved.  -That  it  was  the 
effedt  of  the  injection  was  evident  from  this 
circumftance,  lor  though  he  ufed  other  reme- 
dies, among  which  nitre  3i  three  times  a day 
was  taken,  yet  having  omitted  the.  ufe  of  the 
injedtion  for  one  day,  he  found  the  fymptoms 
became  more  violent. 

Now  in  this  cafe,  if  in  any  cafe,  there  was  . 
reafon  to  objedt  to  any  mechanical  violence ; 
but  the  evidently  good  effedts  from  the  ufe  of 
this  anodyne  injedtion,  fhewed  the  futility  of 
luch  reafoningr 

Before  I proceed  to  conlider  the  treatment, 
as  farther  may  be  required,  I think  it  will  be 
proper  to  notice  what  I don’t  think  has  been 
properly  attended  to,  the  difference  between  a 
recent  gonorrhoea,  and  that  which  I would 
call  a fecondary  one ; I mention  this  here  like- 
wiie  for  another  reafon,  becaufe  the  Jaft  cafe 
will  be  of  ufe  in  explaining  the  difference. 

I fufpedted,  as  already  flated,  that  the  dif- 
eale  under  which  he  laboured,  was  the  confe- 
qucnce  of  fome  late  indiferetion;  but  on  en- 
quiring, he  allured  me,  and  I can  rely  on  his 

word, 
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word,  he  had  no  communication  with  any  one 
fince  the  time  when  he  was  primarily  affe&ed, 
he  then  had  a chancre;  this  was  about  fix 
months  before.  When  the  gonorrhoea  came 
on,  it  was  accompanied  almoft  from  its  firil 
appearance  with  a chordee,  and  hardnefs  about 
that  part  of  the  penis,  which  was  molt  pain- 
ful to  the  touch  ; in  this  therefore  confided 
the  difference  between  the  recent  and  the  fe- 
condary  infection.  In  the  former  the  matter 
of  infection  is  merely  applied  to  the  furface, 
and  if  it  is  timely  corrected,  does  not  enter  the 
fyflem ; whereas  in  the  other  cafe  the  conft i- 
tution  has  previoufly  been  infedted,  and  the 
gonorrhoea  which  takes  place  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  depofited  or  breaking  out. 

Thefe  circumftances  are  fo  diffimilar  to  each 
other,  both  with  regard  to  their  confequences 
and  method  of  cure,  that  particular  attention 
fhould  be  paid  to  the  diftindtion ; for  with 
regard  to  the  confequences,  there  can  be  no 
queftion  how  far  the  conftitution  is  fafe  or 
not,  or  how  far  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  indif- 
penfible  or  not,  fince  the  hiffory  of  the  fymp- 
toms  will  be  fufficient  to.  determine  thefe 

E 2 points. 
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points.  The  plan  of  treatment  which  is  here 
proper,  will  be  to  adminifter  mercury  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  produce  a flight  falivatiqn. 

, The  ufe  of  every  kind  of  ftimulating  or  aftrin- 
gent  injection  flrouid  be  avoidedr  and  only 
fuch  as  are  calculated  by  their  emollient  pro- 
perties to  footh  and  allay  the  inflammation  of 
the  part  lliould  be  had  recourfe  to. 

From  this  kind  of  gonorrhoea,  likewife, 
there  is  more  inflammation  in  the  fubftance  of 
the  penis  than  in  recent  infedtion,  and  the 
chordee  or  painful  fenfe  of  conftridtion  on  fome 
part  of  the  penis  in  confequence  of  ereOion 
more  troublefome. 

is  owing  to  the  cells  of  which 
the  penis  is  compofed  having  adhered  toge- 
ther, will  be  in  proportion  to  the  inflamma- 
tion, and  therefore  fuch  applications  to  the 
part  itfelf  as  tend  to  diminifh  this,  will  be 
highly  requifite.  The  following  formula  is 
one  of  the  bed : 

. ' ''  ' •a"-"  " ; ‘ 

■ i j 

To.  6.  R.  Extradt.  Lithargyr. 

Opii  dur.  purif.  jj. 

Cnem.  Lad*.  |ij. 

A(l'  Comm,  gvj.'  m.  f Lotio, 
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This  fhoufd  be  ufed  at  leaft  fix  or  eight 
times  a day;  wafhing'the  glans  and  prepuce 
very  carefully  with  it,  for  in  this  cafe  (fecondary 
gonorrhoea)  the  virulence  of  the  difcharge  being 
greater,  there  is  more  danger  of  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  prepuce  than  in  the  other  ipecies 
of  this  difeafe. 

That  particular  complaint  denominated  by 
medical  men  a phymofis,  which  is  fuch  a 
contra&ion  of  the  prepuce  that  it  cannot  be 
drawn  behind  the  glans,  enfues  more  fpeedily 
from  this  circumftance,  and  is  followed  with 
great  tumefa&ion  and  fwelling,  fo  much  fo, 
that  I have  known  the  whole  prepuce  mortify 
; and  drop  off.  This  may  always  be  prevented 
by  an  early  and  particular  attention  to  the 
complaint. 

The  patient  fihould  be  very  careful  not  to 
uffier  the  penis  to  hang  down,  but  to  keep  it 
raifed  towards  the  belly,  and  to  preferve  per- 
edt  reft ; and  moil  efpecially  to  attend  to  the 
epeated  ufe  of  the  lotion  above-mentioned,  or 
> the  following  might  be  ufed  inflead,  with 
; equal  advantage. 


No. 
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No.  7 .- — R.  Calomel,  jj. 

Aq.  Calc.  Ibfs.  m.  f.  Lotio, 


This  is  a preparation  which  I have  feen 
ufed  with  very  great  advantage  during  my 
attendance  as  drefTer  feveral  years  ago  at 
St.  Thomas  and  Guy’s  Hofpital ; it  was  very 
generally  recommended  by  the  name  of  the 
black- waffi  in  the  cafes  juft  now  mentioned, 
as  well  as  for  chancres,  in  order  to  deterge  and 
clean  the  furface  of  the  wound.  I have  fince 
repeatedly  adminiftered  it  in  private  practice, 
and  am  authorifed  by  experience  to  rely  on 
its  efficacy.  If  I were  to  decide  on  the  fupe- 
riority  claimed  by  either  of  thefe  two  formu* 
lae,  I ffiould  recommend  the  latter,  No.  7,  in 
cafes  where  the  phymofis  and  fwelling  had 
not  yet  fupervened  ; but  would  employ  No. 
6,  where  thefe  lymptoms  were  in  force. 

, The  reader  will  recoiled;  that  I am  now 
fpeaking  of  the  fecondary  gonorrhoea,  and 
that  I have  already  declared  mercury  ufed  fo 


as  to  produce  falivation  abfolutely  neceffiary  to 
' 


the  cure;  fo  it  is  undoubtedly,  but  it  will  not 

boF 


be  right  to  wait  till  that  effed  is  produced. 
We  are  by  no  means  to  remit  our  diligence  in 
applying  remedies  to  the  part  becaufe  mercury 
is  directed  to  the  fource  from  which  the  evil 
originates,  for  mercury  will  be  fome  time  be- 
fore it  acts  on  the  body ; perhaps  four  or  live 
days,  or  a week,  or  longer,  even  if  the  perfon 
has  been  accuftonied  to  its  ufe,  which  we 
ought  to  know,  in  order  to  regulate  our  prac- 
tice. 

With  regard  to.  the  ufe  of  lotions,  it  will 
be  further  of  confequence  to  the  patient  to  be 
careful  to  apply  it  to  every  part  of  the  furface 
of  the  penis  and  prepuce,  and  round  the  edge 
of  the  bafe  of  the  glans,  where  matter  is  very- 
likely  to  lodge ; in  doing  this  as  he  mu  ft  with- 
draw the  prepuce  entirely  below  it,  fo  he 
Ihould  be  particularly  careful  to  bring  it  for- 
ward again,  or  it  will  probably  become  con- 
traded  behind  the  glans,  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  endanger  the  lofs  of  that  portion  of  the  pe- 
nis. This  ftate  of  parts  is  denominated  para- 
phymolis,  and  is  much  more  dangerous  than 
the  phy metis  already  defcnbed,  when  connect- 
ed with  venereal  infection.  This  complaint 

happens 
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happens  occafionally  even  without  a venereal' 
caufe.  ; 

I attended  a gentleman  in  the  city,  who  had 1 
naturally  a contracted  hate  of  the  prepuce,  in 
fuch  a degree  only  that  it  could  be  drawn* be- 
hind the  glans,  though  with  fome  difficulty  « 
in  tiiis  iituation  it  was  when  I was  fent  fot' 
and  though  it  had  only  been  about  twelve 
hours,  the  fwelling  of  the  prepuce  was  fo 
t-onfiderable,  and  the  ftriCfcure  on  that  part  of 
the  penis  behind  the  glans  fo  great,  that  it 
could  not  be  brought  back  by  any  manual  ex- 
ertion* I therefore  divided  the  prepuce  with 
an  motion-knife,  and  brought  it  forward. 
This  gentleman  was  perfectly  free  at  the  time 
from  any  other  complaint.  Another  objeCt 
deferving  the  attention  of  the  patient  will  be, 
not  to  difcontinue  the  lotion  till  the  fymptoms 
aie  abated,  or  as  long  as  the  difeharge  conti- 
nues ; lor  till  the  infection  is  eradicated,  it 
Will  be  very  liable  to  recur. 

I have  now  a gentleman  under  my  care  who 
came  to  me  with  a gonorrhoea  accompanied 
with  phymofis,  to  whom  1 recommended  the 
remedies  above  laid  down,  by  which  in  a ffiort 


time 
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time  thefe  Symptoms  were  removed,  but  neg- 
lecting to  perfevere  in  the  fame  plan,  and  hav- 
ing oceafion  to  walk  for  fome  di (lance,  the 
tymptoms  returned  with  greater  violence  than 
at  firft.  I muft  here  take  notice  of  a circum- 
ftance  of  great  importance  to  the  practitioner* 
as  well  as  to  the  patient,  which  will  be  found 
connected  with  the  prefent  part  of  our  trea- 
tise. As  the  recurrence  of  gonorrhoea,  in  con- 
Sequence  of  an  infection  being  received  on  fome 
preceding  opportunity,  is  not  only  a poffible, 
hut  a very  common  event ; it  is  eSfential  for 
us  to  be  enabled  to  determine,  when  there  is 
an  appearance  of  a virulent  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  whether  it  arifes  from  a venereal 
taint,  or  is  merely  produced  by  a debility  of 
i the  ve/fels  of  that  part ; for  it  often  happens 
from  weaknefs  or  relaxation,  which  is  then 
t denominated  a gleet,  a term  applicable  only 
to  thatfecretion  which  is  perfectly  free  from 

any  fpecies  of  contamination.  This  diftinction 

is  likewile  defirable,  becaufe  perfons  who  have 
3 had  a venereal  gonorrhoea,  are  much  more 
liable  to  a gleet  than  thofe  who  have  not,  fa 

^ that 
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that  their  fufpicions  are  naturally  roufed  by  tHft 
appearance  of  fymptoms  fimilar  to  thofe  they 
had  previoufly  experienced.  Married  men,  in 
particular,  are  anxioufly  concerned  on  thefe 
occafions,  fince  their  own  health  alone  is  not 
merely  implicated  in  the  affair,  but  that  of 
their  families  j and  indeed  the  treatment  under 
the  circumftanees  of  gleet  or  gonorrhoea,  would 
be  very  different. 

A gentleman  with  whom  I am  very  well 
acquainted,  who  has  a wife  and  child,  wifhed 
my  advice  concerning  a difcharge  which  he 
difcovered  to  proceed  from  the  urethra.  He 
was  extremely  folicitous  to  know  if  it  could 
have  originated  from  a venereal  caufe,  which 
about  four  months  before  had  affeCted  him ; this 
was  a fmall  chancre  on  the  prepuce,  for  which 
he  had  at  that  time  alfo  requeffed  my  affiff- 
ance.  As  I knew  the  chancre  was  very  fmall, 
that  I had  deffroyed  the  whole  furface  by 
cauffic,  and  had  kept  him  under  the  action  of 
mercury  for  fome  time,  I had  no  reafon  to 
apprehend  he  was  not  effectually  cured.  I 
afked  him,  therefore,  if  he  felt  any  pain  on 

making 
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making  water,  or  had  any  hardnefs  in  the 
courhe  of  the  urethra,  any  chordee  or  con  {fric- 
tion, any  fmall  ulcerations  around  the  glans, 
or  any  fwelling  in  the  groin ; to  all  which  he 
anfwered  in  the  negative.  I therefore  told 
him  my  decided  opinion  was,  that  it  was 
merely  a gleet  in  confequence  of  relaxation, 
with  which  view  I prefcribed  the  following ; 

No.  8. — R.  Zinc.  Vitriol,  jfs, 

Aq.  Diftill.  |viij. 

m.  f.  Injedt.  ter  die  vel  faspius  utend 

No.  9. — R.  Decoct.  Cort.  Anguftur.  |ifs 
Tindt,  Cinnatn.  3 ij.  m. 
f.  hauft.  bis  die  fumend. 

He  continued  this  plan  of  treatment  for  a, 
week,  without  any  other  alteration  than  gr^ 
dually  increafing  the  ftrength  of  the  injection , 
and  was  in  that  time  perfectly  cured  of  this 
iy mptom,  as  well  as  much  improved  in  his 
general  health.  I fhould  have  obferved  that 
at  this  time  the  weather  was  exceedingly  warm, 
and  that  he  had  buffered  from  a gonorrhoea, 
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prior  to  the  time  of  his  confulting  me  on  ac- 
count of  the  chancre. 

The  indications  then  by  which  we  fhall 
judge  of  the  difeharge  being  infectious  or  not 
will  be  thefe  : 

1 ft. ^The  date  of  the  urethra  ; for  in  warm 
weather  fome  conftitutions  are  very  much  re- 
laxed, and  are  difpofed  to  all  thofe  circum- 
fiances  which  are  dependant  on  that  ftate  of 
the  fyftem  ; whereas  warmth  has  rather  a ten- 
dency to  prevent  the  appearance  of  venereal 
fymptoms,  when  the  poilon  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  blood. 

adly.  The  dilfance  of  time  from  the  pe^ 
riod  of  original  infection,  till  the  appearance 
of  fecondary  gonorrhoea.  When  the  re-ap- 
pearance of  the  venereal  matter  is  in  this  way, 
It  always  takes  place,  at  lead:  as  far  as  I have 
cbferved,  within  a twelvemonth,  and  in  mo# 
cafes  within  half  that  period;  if  it  lurks  longer 
in  the  habit,  it  breaks  out  in  the  form  of 
ulcers  of  the  throat,  or  eruptions  of  the  fkin  ; 
and  if  it  remain  a flill  longer  time,  which  is 
by  no  means  unufual,  as  five,  eight,  and  ten 

years, 
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years,  and  even  longer,  then  it  infinuates  it- 
felfinto  the  bones  themfelves,  as  I have  re- 
peatedly teftified  by  my  own  obfervation.  Ano- 
ther criterion  is, 

gdly.  The  hardnefs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
urethra,  with  the  chordee  or  conftridtion  of 
the  penis;  this  generally  attends  the  vene- 
real gonorrhoea,  but  never  accompanies  the 

S gleet.  I do  not  mean  to  fay  that  as  long  as 
thefe  fymptoms  continue,  the  difcharge  from 
the  urethra  mult  always  be  infectious,  becaufe 
the  chordee  is  a fymptom  which  continues 
longer  than  any  other,  and  is  only  removed  by 
that  gradual  dilatation  of  the  cells  affected, 

- which  is  occafioned  by  repeated  erections ; 
what  I am  ready  to  maintain  is  this,  that 

[whenever  a gleet  or  difcharge  of  matter  from 
the  urinary  canal  takes  place,  accompanied 
with  hardnefs  and  chordee,  that  thefe  fymp- 
toms are  not  accountable  on  any  other  prin- 
ciple, or  can  be  cured  in  any  other  way,  than  by 
correcting  the  infedlion  from  which  it  proceeds. 

A ftate  of  relaxation,  and  a ftate  of  inflam- 
mation, are  diametrically  oppofite;  and  a 
gleet,  which  is  the  effed  of  relaxation,  can 


never 
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never  induce  thofe  fymptoms,  which  are  only 
to  be  attributed  to  increafed  excitement.  The 
relaxation  may  be  confiderable,  fo  may  the 
difeharge,  and  therefore  no  diflindtion  can  be 
drawn  from  the  quantity  of  matter  which  is 
thrown  off. 

m # 

4thly.  The  ardor  urinae,  or  pain  in  voiding 
the  urine,  is  another  charadteriffic  fign,  on 
which  much  depen  dance  may  be  placed. 
This  is  not  a concomitant  fymptom  where 
gleet  fimply  is  the  caufe,  but  is  feldom  abfent 
when  combined  with  infection. 

5thly.  The  known  habit  of  the  patient 
ought  to  have  great  influence  in  regulating  our 
prognofls  on  this  head.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
difeover  thofe  conftitutions  which  are  moff  af- 
fedted  by  heat ; perfons  of  a fcrophulous  ha- 
bit, of  a fair  fkin  and  florid  complexion,  with 
large  blood- veflels,  are  generally  more  influ- 
enced by  this  than  others ; they  have  for  the 
moff  part  likewife  fuch  concomitant  fymp- 
toms as  Arengthen  our  fuppofition,  fuch  as„ 
languor,  lafli  tude,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  frequent 
iighing,  and  a continual  fenfe  of  wearinefs  and 

When 
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When  in  an  individual  thus  fituated,  a difl 
charge  takes  place  from  the  urethra,  free  from 
pain,  chordee,  and  the  other  fymptoms  already 
defcribed,  we  run  no  great  rifque  in  alluring 
him  of  his  being  free  from  every  degree  of  ve- 
5 nereal  affedion. 

I have  been  a little  particular,  and  perhaps 
i fome  may  think  a little  tedious  on  this  part* 
but  having  met  with  feveral  fuch  cafes,  and 
feeling  as  I do  the  anxiety  which  muft  affed: 
the  individual,  I am  perfuaded  this  will  be  an 
[ apology  for  the  attempt  I have  made  to  deli- 
ver fomething  which  may  afford  him  fatisfac- 
. tion. 

In  the  preceding  pages  I have  confined  my 
3 attention  principally  to  the  ufe  of  topical  re- 
( medies  in  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  and  to  the  dif- 
| tindion  which  ought  to  be  made  between  go- 

Inorrhoea'  recently  communicated,  and  that 
which  I have  called  fecondary  gonorrhoea.  It 
will  be  proper  now  to  confider  the  accidental 
circumftances  with  which  gonorrhoea  is  fre- 
I quently  conneded  j but  firft  of  all  it  may  be 
).  afked,  whether  mercury  is  proper  at  ail  times 

under 
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under  the  attack  of  gonorrhoea , and  what  rules  - 
are  there  which  juflify  its  ufe? 

That  mercury  is  neceffary  for  the  cure  off 
gonorrhoea  in  all  cafes,  would  be  an  aflertion 
that  daily  experience  wrould  contradict;  for 
the  method  of  cure  which  is  employed  in  the  • 
firft  attack,  fuch  as  purgative  medicines  and . 
emollient  injections,  are  fufficient  not  only  to 
relieve  the  fymptoms  of  the  firft  ftage,  but 
alfo  to  prevent  any  further  inconvenience ; yet 
ftill  we  cannot  guarantee  the  patient’s  fe. 
cunty  without  it.  As  we  do  know  without  a 
doubt  many  perfons  are  affeCted  with  fecon- 
dary  fymptoms,  who  have  had  gonorrhoea 
only  without  chancre,  it  ought  always  to  con- 
ftitute  a part  of  the  method  of  cure,  when 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  abforption  has  taken 
place. 

Perhaps  there  may  another  reafon  be  ad-* 
duced  why  fuch  pra&ice  would  be  eligible* 
namely,  the  poffibility  of  infection  being  re- 
ceived into  the  conftitution,  without  produc* 
ing  any  evident  effects  on  the  part  where  it 
-vas  hrft  applied.  This  has  been  called  by 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hunter,  filent  abforption ; whenever  there- 
fore gonorrhoea  has  been  produced,  it  is  an 
evidence  of  the  application  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  that  it  might 
not  at  the  fame  time  have  infinuated  itfelf  into 
the  pores  of  the  Ikin  in  the  manner  already  de- 
feribed.  In  adminfflering  mercury  under  this 
form  of  the  dileafe,  there  is  more  judgment 
neceflary  than  in  almoll  any  other,  becaufe  it 
is  given  as  a preventive  rather  than  a reme- 

idy ; it  is  on  the  preemption  that  the  habit 
will  be  difeafed  if  this  medicine  is  not  em- 
ployed, becaufe  experience  has  rendered  us 
certain  as  to  the  poffibility  and  even  the  fre- 
quency of  this  event. 

It  will  be  neceflary  then  to  lay  down  fome 

I rules  by  which  the  practitioner,  or  the  patient, 
Ihould  be  influenced  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular. 

The  following  ideas  are  the  rcfult  of  my  own 
obfervation,  and  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
afeertain,  are  to  be  depended  on. 

If  a perfon  who  has  had  connection  with  a 
* woman  afflicted  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  con- 
1 iinues  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  without  dif- 
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covering  any  fymptoms  of  the  complaint,  he 
is  more  liable  to  be  conftitutionally  affedted 
than  one  who  is  attacked  in  five  days  or  a 
week,  which  is  the  moft  ufual  period  ; and 
in  fuch  an  individual,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
would  be  juft ifiable  and  proper.  Again, 

If  a perfon  who  has  caught  the  difeafe  in 
this  form,  complains  only  of  a flight  burning 
pain  in  the  urethra,  with  an  inconfiderable  dif- 
charge,  he  is  more  in  danger  of  fecondary 
fymptoms,  than  he  who  fuffers  more  acutely 
and  in  whom  the  difcharge  is  more  profufe. 
Thefe  fadts  will  admit  of  explanation,  and  the 
intelligent  reader,  it  is  hoped,  will  feelfomefa- 
tisfadtion  in  being  able  to  underftand  the  prin- 
ciple before  he  credits  the  affertion.  The  rea- 
fon  is  this : in  the  human  body  there  is  a cer- 
tain power  of  refilling,  as  well  as  repairing  in- 
juries ; this  is  exemplified  in  various  infcances, 
as  for  example,  when  a particle  of  dirt  gets 
into  the  eye,  the  irritation  it  produces  is  fol- 
lowed by  a difcharge  of  tears  fufficient  in  ge- 
neral to  wafh  away  the  offending  caufe ; fo 
when  any  thing  naufeous  is  taken  into  the  fto- 
mach,  it  is  frequently  thrown  into  adtion,and 
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endeavours  by  a convulfive  effort  to  expel  it. 
The  fame  effed  is  daily  manifefted  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  alimentary  canal,  whatever  difa- 
grees  is  thrown  off  by  purging;  fo  that  it  is  a 
very  common  thing  when  an  epidemical  dis- 
temper prevails,  to  obferve  thofe  free  from  the 
fever  who  have  a confiantly  lax  date  of  the 
bowels;  on  the  very  fame  principle  we  can 
account  for  the  fads  above  dated.  If  the 
urethra  is  very  irritable,  the  firft  effed  of  the 
venereal  poifon  wilj  be  an  irritation  on  its  fur- 
face,  which  is  followed  by  an  increafed  ex- 
citement of  all  the  blood-veffels  of  that  part  ; 
this  therefore  is  an  effort  of  nature  to  expel 
the  noxious  matter,  and  if  the  difcharge  is 
violent,  which  it  will  be  when  the  excitement 
is  great,  it  fo  effedually  anfwers  the  purpofe, 
as  to  prevent  any  portion  from  getting  accefs 
to  the  conditution. 

Another  criterion  for  our  aflidance  will  be, 
the  return  of  painful  fymptoms  after  they  have 
been  nearly  or  entirely  removed.  When  a 
part  has  been  inflamed  by  the  application  of  a 
i morbid  poifon,  though  the  inflammation  may 
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not  ceafe  immediately  when  that  poifon  is  cctf- 
re&ed  or  removed,  yet  when  it  has  ceafed,  it 
requires  the  re-application  of  the  offending 
caufe,  to  produce  a return  of  this  ftate,  and 
therefore  there  can  be  little  room  for  hefita- 
tion,  whether  under  fuch  circumftances  mer- 
cury is  proper  or  not. 

Sometimes  we'  are  dire&ed  by  %ns  more 
unequivocal,  as  for  inftance,  a chancre  ac-  • 
company ing  gonorrhoea;  this  is  not  ufually 
the  cafe,  yet  I have  met  with  fome  cafes  where 
there  could  be  no  room  for  deception.  It  will 
fometimes  happen  too  that  the  patient  will 
have  a bubo  in  the  groin,  with  an  uneafinefs 
and  haidnefs  along  the  courfe  of  the  penis, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  the  indications  of 
infection  and  abforption.  In  all  cafes  of  doubt 
or  difficulty,  we  are  to  draw  our  conclufions 
from  the  aggregate,  and  hence  we  fhall  be 
inftrudted  to  adt  with  decifion,  where  indivi- 
dual circumffances  afford  but  feeble  affiflance. 

Added  to  thefe,  much  will  depend  on  the 
time  when  mercury  fhould  be  prefcribed,  as 
w ell  as  when  it  fhould  be  difcontinued.  At 

the 


the  commencement  of  the  fymptoms  which 
accompany  gonorrhoea,  the  inflammatory  ftage 
is  firft  to  be  attended  to,  and  therefore  mer^ 
cury  ihould  be  omitted,  as  inconfiftent  with 

I this  view  ; but  when  the  pain  in  making  wa- 
ter is  diminiftied,  when  the  forenefs  and  fenfe 
of  heat  begin  to  ftibfide,  then  this  mineral 
fliould  be  employed. 

The  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  fhould  be 
tubbed  in  along  the  courfe  of  the  urethra,  and 
the  whole  furface  of  the  penis,  as  well  as  on 
the  inlide  of  the  thigh.  There  is  a great  ne- 
ceflity  for  attending  to  this  advice,  viz.  the 
application  of  ointment  to  the  penis  itfelf ; for 
h as  the  poifon  in  being  conveyed  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  takes  that  courfe,  and  as  the  fame 
Veffels  which  convey  it  will  abforb  the  mer- 
cury, in  all  probability  the  matter  may  be  de- 
flroyed  or  rendered  ineffectual  before  it  enters 
the  fyftem. 

In  recommending  the  common  method  of 
j inunCtion,  which  is  on  the  inlide  of  the  thigh, 
I have  not,  it  is  evident,  confulted  the  moll 
agreeable  form  for  applying  the  remedy.  Ma- 
ny 


ever,  there  are  many  forcible  objections  ; mer-- 
cury  in  the  form  of  pills  can  feldom  be  de- 
pended upon,  as  a cure  for  this  difeafe,  for  in 
fo me  confutations  it  difagrees  with  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowrels  before  it  can  poflibly  enter 
the  circulation.  The  fame  inconvenience  attends 
the  admimfbration  of  mercury,  internally  pre- 
pared, under  other  forms,  as  with  a folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate,  whole  naufeating  ef- 
fects are  worfe  than  calomel  or  any  other  pre- 
paration. For  thefe  reafons,  the  ufe  of  mer- 
cury by  inunction  is  far  preferable ; when  this 
cannot  be  complied  with,  the  eafieft  and  moll 
effectual  method  of  ufing  mercury  inwardly 
will  be  the  following  : 

r 

No.  io. — R.  Calom.  gr.  j. 


Ext.  Opii.  gr.  fs. 

Conf.  q.  f.  M.  f.  Pilul. 
capt.  j.  bis  die. 
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prove  purgative,  and  therefore  it  is  much  bet- 
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ter 


Calomel  taken  in  larger  dofes  are  apt  to 
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I ter  t0  take  one  grain  two  or  three  times  a da/, 
•j  than  two  or  three  grains  at  once. 

Sometimes  in  conftitutions  which  are  ffrong 
and  vigorous,  mercury  does  not  appear  to  pro- 
. duce  any  fenfible  effedts,  this  will  be  altered 

Iby  combining  fmall  dofes  of  antimony,  as  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Fordyce.  The  naufea  pro- 
duced by  this,  it  is'moft  likely,  is  the  occafion 
of  its  quickening  the  effedts  of  mercury ; how- 
ever, what  regards  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  will 
come  more  properly  in  another  part  of  this 
treatife. 

As  to  the  continuance  of  it,  it  will  naturally 
be  fuppofed  that  the  fame  perfeverance  is  not 
requifite,  as  would  be  effential  to  the  cure  of  a 
confirmed  lues,  where  the  matter  has  been 
lurking  in  the  blood  for  fome  years,  and  where 
■:  the  whole  fyftem  is  contaminated. 

If  aperfonhas  never  beenpreviouflyinfedted, 
1 if  the  mercury  now  employed  produces  an  evi- 
f dent  effedt  on  the  circulation,  from  two  to 
n three  weeks  will  be  fufficient  to  prevent  his 
; being  liable  to  any  further  relapfe.  This  part 
of  the  fubjedt  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  • it 
r:  is  not  fufficient  for  a perfon  to  fay  he  has  taken 

three 
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three  or  four  dozen  pills,  or  that  he  confume&l 
four  or  five  boxes  of  ointment,  and  has  ufecj! 
thefe  for  the  time  above  mentioned,  unlefs  the  - 
conftitution  has  been  affeded,  he  has  done  no, 
thing  towards  his  own  fecurity,  or  can  he 
have  any  real  reliance  on  the  means  made  ufe 
of.  Perhaps  this  may  be  explained  with  fome 
certainty ; thus,  for  example. 

The  venereal  poifon  which  has  been  applied  i 
to  the  part  and  produces  infedion,  is  very  - 
fmall ; but  this  poifon  increafes  in  quantity  ' 
when  it  gets  into  the  blood,  becaufe  it  excites  i 
a paiticular  adion  or  fermentation,  whereby! 
it  affimilates  other  particles  to  the  fame  pro- 
perties  as  itfelf.  If  mercury  is  given  therefore 
in  iuch  a manner  as  to  increafe  the  circulation, 
it  prevents  the  procefs  juft  now  defcribed  from 
taking  place,  or  puts  a ftop  to  it  when  it 
has. 

This  falutary  effed  is  the  confequence  of 
the  mercurial  aftion,  and  unlefs  this  adion  is 
really  excited,  no  benefit  can  accrue  from  its 
ufe. 

It  is  affonifhing  that  this  is  not  more  at- 
tended to,  as  nothing  can  be  more  obvious 

than 
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than  the  truth  and  importance  of  it.  If,  in 
order  to  leflen  an  inflammation  in  any  part,  I 
order  a man  to  be  purged  freely,  though  he 
were  to  take  half  an  ounce  of  jalap,  yet  if  it 
does  not  produce  a difcharge  from  the  bowels, 
the  quantity  will  be  no  apology  for  the  ef- 
fect. 

Laying  it  down  then  as  a general  rule,  fub- 
jedt,  however,  to  certain  modifications,  itr 
will  be  fufficient  for  a perfon  to  continue  the 
mercurial  effedt  for  three  weeks,  where  the 
circumflances  are  fuch  as  have  been  defcribed, 
where  the  objedt  is  the  removal  of  primary 
fy mptoms,  and  where  the  conftitution  has  not 
been  previoufly  contaminated. 


Symptoms  atte?idant  on  Gonorrhcea. 

Hitherto  I have  confidered  the  general  treat-™ 
ment  of  Gonorrhoea  j but  befides  the  remedies 
laid  ‘down  as  neceflary  to  the  cure,  the  acci- 
dental or  concomitant  fymptoms  are  occafion^ 
ally  fo  urgent  as  to  demand  particular  attention* 
Chordee  is  an  inflammation  of  the  cells 

H of 
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of  the  fubftafcce  of  the  penis,  which  is  follow- 
ed by  an  adhefion  ot  their  tides,  fo  that  when 
the  blood  rufhes  into  them,  or  in  other  words, 
when  the  penis  becomes  ereft,  thefe  cells  not 
being  able  to  yield  to  the  diftention,  occafion  at 
lightnefs  and  conftridtion  j binding  it  down,  ar 
it  were,  and  giving  the  patient  a vaft  deal  of 
pain.  This  fymptom  is  fometimes  fo  dif- 
trefling  as  entirely  to  deftroy  the  patient’s  reft, 
for  the  irritation  on  the  penis  when  he  falls 
afleep,  brings  on  an  eredtion,  and  he  ftarts  up 
immediately  from  the  aeutenefs  of  the  pain. 

The  violence  of  this  fymptom  will  very 
much  depend  on  the  irritability  of  the  indivi- 
dual, and  therefore  in  removing  it  our  views 
fhould  be  directed  to  leflen  this  difpofition. 
Thirty  drops  of  tindture  of  opium  taken  at 
night  going  to  bed,  in  a little  cold  water, 
will  have  a moil  magical  influence  in  allaying 
this  irritation.  Lying  in  bed  with  a fmall 
quantity  of  cloaths  on,  and  living  on  a cool 
temperate  diet,  are  very  neceflary  to  be  attend- 
ed to ; but  more  particularly  a ftridt  abftinence 
from  all  fpirituous  liquors.  In  fome  cafes  I 

have 
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have  found  the  application  of  a poultice  of 
bread  and  water,  or  linfeed  meal,  fufficiently 
large  to  cover  the  penis,  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  this  affe&ion.  A convenient  remedy , which 
the  patient  will  find  of  fervice  in  fubduing  the 
momentary  uneafinefs,  will  be  a bottle  of  cold 
water  by  the  bed-fide,  which  may  be  placed 
between  the  thighs  when  the  ere6tion  comes 
on ; when  the  pain  is  very  confiderable,  the 
I*  application  of  leeches  are  advifeable,  they  are 
; exceedingly  ufeful,  and  though  attended  with 
fome  inconvenience,  as  the  blood  will  conti- 
nue to  flow  for  fix  or  feven  hours,  they  ought 
» not  to  be  omitted  if  this  fymptom  is  confider- 
I able.  Nature  very  often  fuperfedes  our  prac- 
x tice  in  this  refpeft,  by  bringing  on  a difcharge 
of  blood  from  the  urethra  j this  is  fometimes 
alarming,  and  weakens  the  patient  very  much. 
When  a chordee  has  once  taken  place,  it  can- 
not be  removed  for  fome  time,  and  it  is  only 

!the  violence  which  is  owing  to  its  being  ac- 
companied with  inflammation,  that  we  can 
diminifh ; for  its  ultimate  removal  can  only  be 
accompanied  by  the  cells  which  are  united,  be- 
ing flretched  to  their  original  dimenfions. 
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owelledIesticleIs  another  concomitant 
and  not  an  unufual  one  of  gonorrhoea,  it  is  more 
inconvenient  than  dangerous,  fince  it  requires  | 
the  patient  to  obferve  perfed  reft,  otherwife  j 
the  inflammation  will  run  very  high,  and  may 
then  indeed  prove  of  confequence.  Why  this 
circumftance  fhould  take  place  in  one  perfon, 
and  not  in  another,  is  not  eaflly  explained, 
fmee  it  is  not  owing  to  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  but  takes  place  even  when  they  are 
Jeflened  or  fubdued.  In  general  it  may  beobferved 
in  peifons  of  a peculiarly  irritable  habit,  whole 
mind  is  much  harafled  and  alarmed  at  the 
time,  and  hence  it  has  been  conAdered  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  as  taking  place  from  fympathy. 
Without  entering  into  a long  explanation  or 
inveftigation  of  this  opinion,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  ftate  that  it  is  not  the  effed  of  venereal 
matter  conveyed  to  the  tefticle,  and  is  to  be 
treated  Amply  as  an  inflammation  unconneded 
with  contagion.  This  circumftance  it  is  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  to  bear  in  mind,  Ance 
perfons  who  are  the  moft  liable  to  be  thus  af- 
icded,  would  be  very  much  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  venereal  affedion,  and  indeed  irritable 

confti- 
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conftitutions  are  thofe  in  genera!  moft  in- 
jured by  the  ufe  of  mercury.  That  this  opi- 
nion is  well  founded,  namely,  that  the 
fuelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  the  effe6t  of 
venereal  matter  conveyed  to  that  part,  has 
been  afcertained  by  ample  experience,  and 
is  confirmed  by  the  highefl  authority  ; be- 
fides,  it  can  be  demonftrated  from  the  ana- 
tomyof  the  parts,  from  the  courfe  which  the 
abforbent  veffels  take,  and  from  the  ufual 
progrefs  of  the  venereal  matter  when  it 
does  go  on  to  produce  fecondary  fymp- 
toms;  therefore  whatever  apprehenfions  may 
be  entertained  by  the  patient  from  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  this  fymptom,  may  be  fpeedily 
removed  by  the  afTertions  of  the  pra&itioner. 

A j welled,  tejiicle  is  to  be  cured  by  ap- 
plying in  the  firft  place  a poqltice  to  the 
part  covering  the  whole  furface ; this  fhould 
confift  of  linfeed  meal  and  hot  water,  which 
is  the  moft  relaxing  and  ferviceable  kind  of 


i poultice.  When  the  pain  is  very  confidera- 
* ble,  a little  tin&ure  of  opium  fhould  be 


> mixed  in  with  it.  The  pfe  of  fome  mild 

\ » 

cooling 


( ) 

cooling  purgative,  fufficient  to  produce  fou.j 
or  five  evacuations,  muff  be  adminiflerec 
like  wife,  and  followed  by  the  ufe  of  the  file-- 
ceeding  formula : 

No.  ii.— R.  Tinft.  Opii. 

Vini.  Antimon.  aa  ^j. 

Aq.  Diflil!.  Jvij. 

capt.  Coch.  ij.  Sing.  hor.  6U. 

By  thefe  means  the  inflammation  will  be 
fubdued,  and  the  enlargement  will  gradually 
diminifh.  If  the  fwelling  has  been  great,  or 
has  continued  long,  the  enlargement  of  the 
tefficle  will  not  boon  fubfide,  and  this  will 
require  the  application  of  cold  aflringent: 
lotions,  and  the  ufe  of  ele&ricity  ; the  mer-  • 
curial  ointment  rubbed  on  the  part  will  like- 
wife  contribute  to  the  fame  event,  and  may 
very  conveniently  be  employed  when  this 
fymptom  is  connected  with  infeftion. 

It  has  been  flated  above  on  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Hunter,  that  a fwelling  of  the  teflh 
cles  was  only  a fympathetic  effeft,  and  as  it 
is  not  owing  to  the  application  of  any  mor- 
bid 
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bid  poifon  to  the  tellicles,  it  might  a priori 
be  expe&ed  to  take  place,  when  there  is 
no  room  for  fuppofing  any  infe&ion  what- 
foever;  this  is  proved  to  be  the  cafe.  I have 
known  it  to  arife  in  the  courfe  of  one  day, 
nay  even  in  the  courfe  of  one  hour,  in  per- 
; fons  who  had  neither  gleet  or  gonorrhoea  ; 
and  this  is  an  additional  confirmation  of 
k what  has  been  mentioned  above,  that  it  is 
not  a fymptom  which  at  all  indicates  the 
c abfbrption  of  matter,  or  the  contamination 
of  the  fyftem. 

When  the  difeafe  has  run  through  the 
firft  ftage,  that  is  to  fay,  when  the  infe&iori 
I of  gonorrhoea  is  removed,  and  the  inflam- 
mation  abated,  it  ceafes  to  retain  that  term 
i With  propriety,  and  is  then  confidered  only 
I as  a 

n \ 

■yar: 

Gleet* 

.•  * •• 

This  afFe&ion,  as  being  only  a difcharge  of 
r innoxious  matter  from  the  mouths  of  thofe 
| velTels  which  are  preternaturally  relaxed, 
1 raayfeemto  be  of  little  confequence ; but 

this 
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this  is  not  in  reality  the  cafe  ; for  befides  the 
inconvenience  of  having  the  linen  conti- 
nually wet  by  the  difcharge,  it  lays  the 
foundation  of  other  dilorders,  and  ought  to 
be  as  affiduoufly  attended  to  as  any  other r 
complaint.  It  may  be  aliened  with  tolera- 
ble  certainty,  that  the  cure  of  a gleet  will 
be  more  difficult,  according  as  it  has  been 
buffered  to  continue,  hence  the  neceffity  of 
early  applications*  There  is  no  fymptom 
which  lequires  a greater  variety  of  treat- 
ment, or  is  more  obllinate  and  unmanage- 
able. I have  known  it  run  on  for  months, 
and  frequently  for  years,  notwithftanding 
the  means  which  generally  prove  fuccefsful, 
had  been  regularly  perfevered  in.  This  was 
owing,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  nature  of  the 
gleet  not  being  properly  underftood,  for 
much  depends  on  the  patient’s  conftitution, 
to  which  our  attention  ffiould  always  be 
direffed.  A gleet  has  by  many  been  con- 
hdered  as  arifing  merely  from  debility  ; and 
with  refpeft  to  the  generality  of  cafes  which 
occur,  this  opinion  is  correff ; fometimes, 
however,  it  is  owing  to  a plethoric  Hate 
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of  the  lyilem,  and  requires  the  ufe  of  cool 
aperient  medicines,  in  order  to  leflen  the  ful~ 
nefs  of  the  habit ; it  arifes  likewife  from  a 
flriCture  in  the  urethra,  as  almoft  every  ttric- 
ture  is  accompanied  with  a gleet  to  a certain 
degree;  it  alfo  proceeds  (which  is  a circum- 
ttance  worthy  of  attention  J from  the  venereal 
poifon  not  being  corrected,  and  owing  to  fome 
peculiarity  of  habit  lurking  in  that  part  for  a 
time,  without  extending  its  ravages.  Of  this 
a very  curious  inttance  is  mentioned  by  the 
late  Mr.  John  Hunter,  of  a gleet  which  re- 
fitted every  mode  of  treatment,  but  imme- 
diately difappeared  on  the  eruption  of  two 
chancres  on  the  furface  of  the  glans  of  the  pe- 
nis. Thefe  remarks  will  thew  how  neceflary 
it  is  to  invettigate  the  caufes  from  which  this 
complaint  may  originate. 

When  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  of  go, 
norrhoea  are  removed,  though  the  infection 
may  have  been  totally  annihilated,  it  feldom 
happens  that  the  difcharge  immediately  dif- 
appears;  other  remedies  are  then  advifeable, 
and  the  ufe  of  aflringent  injections,  which 

I here- 
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heretofore  I have  prohibited,  are  thofe  to  which 
we  can  now  with  propriety  refort.  There  is 
one  circumftance  which  I think  it  right  to 
point  out  as  important,  to  the  patient’s  atten- 
tion, that  he  may  not  be  deceived  by  the  quan- 
tity of  the  difcharge,  which  is  fometimes  very 
inconfiderable,  fo  much  fo,  as  to  make  him 
entirely  thoughtlefs  about  it.  In  many  in- 
fiances  there  is  none  difcernible,  except  in 
the  morning,  when  he  wakes,  or  about  one 
drop  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  • and  hence  he 
confiders  himfelf  as  fufficiently  recovered  to 
neglebt  further  attention ; but  this  fhould  ne- 
ver authorife  him  to  omit  the  ufe  of  proper  re- 
medies, for  as  long  as  the  gleet  continues, 
though  in  the  flighted;  pofhble  degree,  the  ha- 
bit is  kept  up,  and  he  is  liable  to  a return  of 
the  difcharge,  with  all  its  former  redundance, 
when  he  runs  into  any  extraordinary  irregu- 
larity. He  fhould,  therefore,  take  care  that 
the  urethra  is  reindated  in  the  fame  powers  and 
circumdances  as  it  was  previous  to  the  infec- 
tion being  received,  for  this  reafon  it  will  be 
requifite  that  the  injection  employed  diould  be 

continued 
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continued  a week  after  the  gleet  has  entirely 
difappeared ; but  to  return  to  the  ufe  of  as- 
tringent injections,  which  I have  hated  to  be 

the  principal  remedies  in  the 
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I Cure  of  G lee!\ 

Of  thefe  I think  the  Zinc.  Vitriolat.  given 
in  fuch  a proportion  as  to  excite  a mode-*- 
rate  degree  of  pain,  the  lead  fallible ; I fay 
the  lead  fallible,  becaufe  there  is  nothing 
fo  precarious  as  the  treatment  of  gleet,  nor 
is  there  one  fingle  medicine  to  which  we 
can  afcribe  the  property  of  curing  them,  and 
thofe  on  which  we  have  from  experience  been 
taught  mod  to  depend,  in  fome  cafes  appear 
to  aggravate  the  diforder.  I have  negleCted  to 
date  the  proportion  of  time  which  wTould  be 
proper,  becaufe  in  fome  perfons  a grain  to  an 
ounce  of  water  irritates  more  than  we  with, 
and  yet  I have  employed  it  in  the  proportion 
of  ten  grains  to  an  ounce,  with  lefs  fenfiblo 
effects.  As  it  is  of  confequence  not  to  increafe 
the  dimulus  too  much,  for  we  may  bring  on  a 
Swelling  of  the  tedicle,  or  even  an  inflamma- 
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of  the  bladder,  we  ought  to  begin  with  one 
grain,  efpecially  if  the  patient  feems  of  an  irri- 
table habit,  and  he  has  not  previoufly  ufed  the 
fame  remedy. 

Where  there  has  been  much  reafon  to  expeCt 
the  part  is  very  irritable,  I have  found  it  ufe- 
ful  to  combine  opium  with  it,  at  firft;  but,  I 
think,  from  the  trials  I have  made  with  this 
combination,  I have  found  it  diminiffied  the 
efficacy  of  the  Zinc,  indeed  I believe  the  pain 
which  is  generally  produced,  is  an  important 
agent  m the  cure  ; and  whatever  tends  to  di- 
minifh  this,  mud:  therefore  have  forne  influ- 
ence in  counteracting  the  benefits. 

When  injections  are  employed,  whether  of 
this,  or  any  other  compofition,  much  will  de- 
pend on  the  frequency  of  their  repetition;  they 
Ihould  be  made  ufe  of  at  leaf!  feven  or  eight 
times  a day,  for  the  effect  produced  by  one 
injection,  begins  to  fubfide  in  two  or  three 
hours,  and  therefore  fhould  be  renewed,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  part  from  relapfing  into 
the  fame  habit.  We  ought  not  to  rely  on  the 
ufe  of  injections  only.  In  curing  a gleet,  ex- 
ternal applications  are  of  very  great  fervice 
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likewife,  for  we  may  by  the  ufe  of  aftringent 
injeftions,  frequently  repeated,  put  an  entire 
flop  to  the  difcftarge,  and  yet  the  original  tone 
of  the  parts  not  be  reftored ; fo  that  from  any 
fatigue  or  unufual  exercife,  it  will  return  as 
|j  copioufly  as  at  firft.  I know  a gentleman* 
I who  is  married,  that  generally  every  fummer 

labours  under  a very  violent  gleet,  from  which 

the  difcharge  is  fo  great,  as  to  occafion  much 
pain  in  the  fmall  of  the  back,  with  univerfal 
debility ; this  was  brought  on  by  a clap.  I 
~j  know  another  inftance  of  a married  man,  who 
is  feldom  free  from  gleet,  and  if  he  continues 
fo  for  any  length  of  time,  as  foon  as  he  has 
connexion  with  his  wife*  it  brings  on  a re- 
currence of  the  diforder ; therefore,  the  pa- 
tient fliould  ufe  fuch  means  as  are  calculated 
to  invigorate  the  parts.  Of  thefe  none  is  fo 
important  as  the  ufe  of  cold  water,  or  cold  fah 
and  water,  with  which  the  penis  and  peri- 
nceum  fhould  be  wafhed  every  morning  and 
evening.  I have  known  this  put  a flop  to  a 
gleet,  which  no  injedion  could  cure,  and 
would  recommend  it  as  of  the  higheff  utility. 
Sometimes  there  is  a neceffity  for  having  re- 
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Courfe  to  other  injections,  of  thefe  a decoc- 
tion of  oak  bark  with  allum  is  among  the 
firongefi. 

The  ufe  of  corrofive  fublimate,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  grain  to  fix  ounces,  will  prove 
effectual,  when  other  remedies  fail ; if  thefe 
prove  infufficient,  we  ought  to  difeontinue  the 
ufe  of  injections,  and  apply  to  bougies,  which 
many  deem  far  preferable.  The  greateft  dif- 
ficulty attending  their  ufe,  is  to  afeertain  how 
long  they  fhould  be  continued.  In  employing 
bougies  for  the  cure  of  gleet,  we  fiaould  ufe 
fuch  only  as  are  of  confiderable  fize,  fo  as  not 
merely  to  fill  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  but  in 
fome  degree  to  difiend  it.  In  this  manner  the 
difeharge  will  at  firfi  very  probably  be  in- 
created,  an  efieCt  not  unufual  to  bougies  y but 
the  chance  of  its  proving  ultimately  a cure,  is 
not  leffened  by  this  occurrence ; for  it  at  leafi 
fiievvs  that  the  fiate  of  the  part  is  altered,  and 
after  tiling  it  three  or  four  days,  it  fiaould  be 
discontinued,  when  the  difeharge  will  frequent-  ■- 
ly  flop.  A bougie  fhould  not  be  retained 
naoie  than  ten  minutes  each  time,  if  of  the 
di  men  lions  ftated  above,  and  fiaould  be  re- 
peated 


peated  three  times  a day ; neither  fliould  it  be 
: continued  more  than  four  or  five  days,  or  a 
week,  without  flopping  for  a few  days  to 
watch  the  effed  produced.  The  gleet,  which 
would  be  cured  by  the  ufe  of  a bougie  for  one 
j week,  might  be  prolonged,  by  continuing  it 
r a fortnight ; though  bougies  often  anfwer  the 

Ipurpofe,  like  the  other  remedies  mentioned 
before,  they  are  not  infallible ; and  we  are 
driven  to  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to 
other  expedients.  Balfam  of  Copaiva  is  a me- 
dicine on  which  great  expedations  may  be 
placed  j it  has  been  recommended  by  almofl 
fall  the  late  writers  on  this  fubjed.  I have 
) cured  perfons  of  a gleet  of  two  years  flanding, 
j by  giving  twenty  drops  twice  a day  for  a fort- 
night. Whenever  a gleet  continues  obflinate, 
we  fliould  take  care  to  afcertain  if  it  is  conned- 
ed  with  flridure,  when  the  bougie  alone  is 
the  only  effedual  remedy. 

CHANCPvE. 

When  the  matter  of  infedion,  inflead  of 
producing  a difcharge  from  the  urethra,  oc- 
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cafions  an  ulceration  on  the  glans  of  the  penis, 
or  on  tlie  prepuce,  or  in  fhort  on  any  part  to 
which  it  is  applied,  it  receives  the  name  of 
chancre ; what  circumftances  fhould  contri- 
bute to  make  oneperfon  liable  to  chancre,  and 
another  to  gonorrhoea,  admitting  the  matter 
to  be  the  lame,  is  very  difficult  to  determine ; 
but,  in  all  probability,  much  depends  on  the 
ffiite  of  the  fkin  covering  the  part,  for  the 
thinner  it  is,  the  more  likely  to  be  affe&ed 
with  ulceratjon.  I he  time  of  its  appearance, 
after  infection  has  been  received,  is  not  uni- 
form, but  is  generally  within  five  or  fix  days. 
It  begins  by  firfl  exciting  a fmall  pimple  with 
a little  matter  in  it,  this  foon  burfts,  and  the 
part  below  appears  ulcerated ; the  ulceration, 
if  neglected,  extends  and  becomes  deeper, 
and  the  matter  is  abforbed  by  the  veffels  of 
the  part,  and  carried  along  the  courfe  of  thofe 
veffels,  producing  fometimes  an  inflammation 
in  the  glans  of  the  groin,  and  fometimes  be 
fore  it  arrives  there,  which  is  more  danger- 
ous. As  there  can  be  no  poffible  doubt  of  the 
exiftence  of  the  venereal  poifon,  when  a chan- 
cre makes  its  appearance,  the  propriety  of 
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dctminiftering  mercury  has  not  been  fo  much 
Con  tefled,  and  yet,  notwithftariding  this,  there 
is  room  to  doubt,  in  fome  cafes,  of  the  abfo- 
lute  neceffity  of  fuch  a remedy. 

When  a chancre  is  attended  to  immediately 
on  it's  appearance,  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  ap- 
plication of  fome  cauftic  was  all  that  was  re- 
quired. Iil  fome  cafes  this  may  be  the  cafe, 
hay,  indeed,  in  fome  even  this  would  not  be 
required ; it  Would  injure  the  patient,  for  in 
very  irritable  perfons,  the  effedl  of  a cauftic 
will  be  more  extenfive  than  we  intend,  and 
the  penis  Will  be  in  danger  of  fuffering  inju- 
ry. The  venereal  difeafe  abts  fometimes  as  a 
cauftic  to  the  part  where  it  is  applied,  pro- 
ducing a mortif cation,  and  caufing  a portion 
of  the  penis  to  flough  and  drop  off;  when 
this  happens,  every  thing  which  ftimulates 
ihould  be  laid  alide,  and  cauftics  will  prove 
highly  detrimental.  The  ufe  of  mercury  in- 
ternally, under  the  fame  circumftances,  would 
be  very  improper;  thefe  cafes  will  require 
the  difcriminating  eye  of  an  experienced  prac- 
titioner, for  much  mifchief  might  be  incurred 
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by  proceeding  according  to  the  regular  me- 
thod of  p rad  ice,  in  cafes  fo  extraordinary. 

When  the  patient  has  a great  dread  of  the 
application  of  cauftic,  or  when  the  fore  fpreads 
very  rapidly,  we  may  then  be  cautious  in  pre- 
feribing  it;  if  the  fore  is  already  confiderable, 
the  caufhc  fhould  not  at  all  be  employed,  be- 
caufe  the  irritation  produced  by  applying  it 
to  luch  an  extenfive  lurface,  would  be  danger- 
ous, and  if  it  did  not  cover  the  whole,  it 
would  be  infufficient.  In  this  cafe  I apply  a 
little  lint,  moiftened  with  tindture  of  opium, 
as  a fedative  to  the  part,  and  rely  on  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  mercury  for  the  cure.  Seme 
have  imagined  that  the  malignancy  of  certain 
chancres,  was  owing  to  the  peculiar  acrimony 
of  the  poifon  with  which  they  were  afledted, 
and  have  drawn  this  conclufion  from  difeover- 
irtg  that  others  who  fuffered  fo  feverely,  had 
derived  their  misfortunes  from  the  fame  wo- 
man. If  this  could  be  fully  fubflantiated,  it 
would  feem  a confirmation  of  the  opinion  ; 
but  I much  doubt,  at  prefent,  the  truth  of 
-the  obfervation,  for  in  reafoning  from  analog}', 

we 
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\ve  are  not  authorifed  to  credit  it  : thus  with 

reoard  to  the  fmall-pox,  that  which  is  con- 
fidered  in  one  patient  a very  bad  lort,  may  be 
inoculated  into  another,  and  give  rife  to  the 
mod;  favourable  kind,  and  this  again  may  be 
transferred  to  a third,  and  produce  the  mod 
dangerous  effects,  owing  to  the  particular 
conditution,  or  the  particular  date  of  the  con- 
ditution,  when  the  inoculation  wras  performed. 
I have  likewife  inoculated  children  three  or 
four  times  with  the  matter  of  fmall-pox,  with- 
out producing  any  effet,  though  with  that 
identical  matter  I did  not  fail  to  produce 
fmall-pox  in  other  children,  inoculated  at  the 
fame  time.  Thefe  differences,  it  is  evident, 
cannot  be  afcribed  to  any  peculiarity  of  the 
matter  employed.  With  regard  to  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  I believe  the  fame  explanation 
will  fufdce ; to  fome  it  proves  a mod  de- 
finitive poifon,  whild  others  are  much  lefs 
fendbly  affefled,  indeed  one  might  almod  be 
inclined  to  think  there  were  fome  individuals 
^vhofe  conditutions  were  not  at  all  fufceptible 
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of  the  venereal  poifon*  Of  this  I have  my-  ' 
ielf  no  doubt.  I know  fome  gentlemen  at  leaft 
who  are  by  no  means  fclcd  in  their  amours, 
who  have  affociated  with  women  of  every 
defcription  almoft,  and  yet  have  efcaped  with 
impunity,  without  ufing  any  precaution  or 
preventive  ; this  might  ftagger  the  faith  of  j 
fome  fceptical  readers,  but  I could  produce 
proofs  not  lefs  lingular  or  furprifing,  for  in- 
flance,  every  perfon  almoft  is  thrown  into  a 
kind  of  convullion  when  he  is  eledtrihed  by 
palling  the  dilcharge  of  a leyden-phial  through 
him,  and  yet  I have  heard  of  two  perfons  on 
whom  this  could  proditce  no  effect  ; there  is, 
therefore,  every  reafon  to  imagine  the  effe&s 
and  progrefs  of  a chancre,  are  owing  to  the 
ilate  of  the  part  in  which  it  appears. 

When  a chancre  has  made  its  appearance, 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  days  it  is  increafed, 

the 

* I have  known  (fays  Wifeman),  more  than  twenty 
men  lay  with  one  *nd  the  fame  woman  the  fame  dayf 
and  only  fome  of  them  infe£ted  ; the  reft  going  free,  though 
they  all  equally  deferved  it.—?—' Vide  Wifeman’s  2d,  voh 
Lib.  viij.  Chap.  ift. 
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the  bottom  of  the  fore  is  foul  and  floughy, 
the  edtres  fomewhat  thickened  and  turned 
bade,  and  the  matter  Teems  to  penetrate 
every  day  deeper  into  the  fubdance  of  the 
part,  To  that  it  exhibits  a kind  of  corroded 
j furface;  thefe  figns  it  is  very  effential  for 
every  perfon  to  be  familiarly  acquainted 
I with,  who  undertakes  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe,  for  the  fame  parts  which  are  mod 
frequently  attacked  with  chancre,  are  very 
liable  to  be  afFe£led  with  ulceration  from 
other  caufes,  owing  to  the  cuticle  with 
which  they  are  covered  being  fo  thin,  and 
the  fri&ion  which  they  undergo  from  the 
ordinary  motions  of  the  body ; and  yet  the 
flighted  affection  of  this  kind  is  fufficient  to 
create  confiderable  uneafinefs;  and  befides 
this  apprehendon,  which  an  experienced 
pra&itioner  may  be  able  immediately  to 
allay,  the  treatment  which  would  be  had 
recourfe  to,  would  undoubtedly  be  regu- 
\ lated  by  the  opinion  which  was  entertained 
of  the  nature  of  the  fore.  Mercury  would* 
in  all  probability,  be  recommended  as  the 

mod 
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moil  proper  remedy,  and  this  might  be  con-, 
tinued  to  the  great  detriment  oh  the  pa., 
tient’s  general  health,  for  a fymptom  which 
could  have  been  removed  by  fome  very  lim*- 
ple  applications.  This  miftake  I obfervedi 
to  happen  more  frequently  with  women' 
than  in  men,  the  genitals  being  more  moift,, 
and  more  affected  by  motion.  Ulceration 
on  the  lips  of  the  privities  is  a very  common  s 
occurrence. 

A very  fliort  time  fince,  I attended  a 
lady,  where  this  circumftance  happened,, 
and  where  mercury  had  been  imprudently  r 
adminiftered  ; though  there  was  no  reafon 
to  fufpeft,  from  the  afpedl  of  the  fore,  any 
infeftion  prefent ; the  ulceration  was  very 
Superficial,  though  of  confiderable  extent, 
being  about  half  an  inch  long  ; by  walhing 
it  with  fome  warm  foap  and  water,  and  de- 
fending it  from  the  effefis  of  the  fame  moif- 
ture,  by  applying  a little  ointment  fpread 
on  lint,  it  was  very  (liortly  healed. 

Though  the  appearance  of  fimple  ulcera- 
tion is,  and  might  be  expefled  to  be  more 
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common  in  women  than  men,  the  latter  are 
not  exempt  from  it.  I have  known  fome 
men  who  feemed  very  much  difpofed  to  this 
abrafion  of  the  cuticle,  for  as  the  penis  is  a 
body  which  varies  very  much  in  its  dimen- 
fions,  according  to  the  different  hates  of 
ere&ion  or  flaccidity,  the  (kin  is  inevitably 
thrown  into  wrinkles,  and  here  the  matter 
which  in  all  perfons  oozes  out  from  the  fur. 
face  of  the  Ikin,  becomes  collefted,  and 
lodging  in  thefe  folds,  occafions  the  ulcera- 
tion I have  defcribed.  This  might  be  pre- 
vented by  an  attention  to  cleanlinefs,  wafh- 
ing  the  penis  once  or  twice  a week,  will  in 
general  be  fufficient ; it  would  not  be  fo  im- 
portant as  to  merit  notice,  were  it  not  for 
the  alarm  fometimes  occafioned  by  the  idea 
of  its  being  venereal.  When  the  fkin  is 
liable  to  be  thus  affefted,  a weak  folution 
of  white  vitriol  in  the  proportion  of  one 
grain  to  an  ounce  of  water,  will  prevent,  as 
well  as  cure  it.  The  natural  fecretion  of 
moifture  in  this  part,  is  greater  in  fome  per- 
fons than  others  ; when  this  is  the  cafe, 

the 
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the  uPe  of  a little  ftarch  powder  will  beJ 
very  convenient. 

I truft  this  little  digfeffton  from  the  de- 
fcription  of  chancre  will  be  excufed,  for 
though  I did  not  intend  to  devote  a parti- 
cular feftion  to  the  confideration  of  thefe 
ulcerations,  to -which  it  bears  fome  refem* 
blance;  I thought  it  of  fufficient  importance 
to  deferve  notice.  To  return  to  the  hiftory 
of  chancre. 

Though  the  prepuce  and  glans  of  the  pe- 
nis, are  the  parts  moft  liable  to  be  affe&ed, 
and  where  it  does  undoubtedly  moft  fre- 
quently occur,  every  part  of  the  furface 
of  the  body,  may  be  a&ed  upon  in  the 
fame  manner  where  the  cuticle  is  thick, 
as  on  the  hands  and  feet,  it  may  not  fo  ea- 
fily  make  an  impreffion;  but  on  the  fkin 
covering  other  parts,  there  has  been  re- 
peated proofs  of  its  efficacy  ; this  fhould  be 
Weil  attended  to,  for  our  fufpicions  of  the 
real  came,  are  not  roufed  by  the  fituation 
where  thefe  ulcers  are  found.  I have  known' 
venerea]  ulceration  take  place  on  the  fcro- 
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turn,  that  is'to  fay,  on  the  bag  containing  the 
teilicles,  alfo  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly, 
called  the  pubis,  fometimes  even  on  the  in- 
fide  of  the  thigh,  all  which  tend  to  fhew  the 
importance  of  our  being  able  to  decide  from 
the  characters  of  the  fore,  and  not  from  the 
fituation  of  it,  what  is  its  nature  and  ten- 
dency. 

The  treatment  of  a chancrfc  will  depend 
partly  on  the  fituation  in  which  it  is  placed, 
and  partly  on  the  fize,  as  well  as  on  the  con- 
tinuance of  it  j in  fome  the  whole  furface  is 
not  much  larger  than  the  head  of  a good  fized 
pin,  in  others  it  is- fo  extenfive  as  to  formal- 
moil  a circle  around  the  nut  of  the  yard. 

When  the  chancre  is  recent,  that  is  to  fay, 
when  it  can  be  traced  to  an  infection  recently 
received,  if  it  is  not  very  extenfive,  ■ the  firffc 
thing  which  ought  to  be  done,  fhould  be  to 
apply  a cauilic,  fo  as  to  deilroy  the  whole 
furface  of  it : this  practice,  though  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  bed  which  can  be  purfued,  has 
been  oppofed  by  fome  authors,  who  aifert, 
that  buboes  are  very  frequently  the  confe- 
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quence ; this,  indeed,  if  it  were  a true,  woukl 
be  a very  formidable  objection.  They  fay, 
that  the  veffels'  which  convey  the  infection 
from  this  part  to  the  groin,  are  Simulated  by 
the  cauftic  which  is  applied,  and  thus  convey 
the  poifon  with  more  rapidity.  This  is  an 
erroneous  idea,  for  the  cauftic  which  is  ap- 
plied, immediately  deftroys  the  furface,  and 
if  the  matter  of  infection  has  not  been  pre- 
vioufly  abforbed,  it  effedtually  prevents  that 
procefs  from  taking  place.  That  the  glands  in 
the  groin  do  fwell  and  enlarge  after  the  ufe  of 
cauftic  has  been  had  recourfe  to,  is,  however, 
an  undoubted  fadt ; but  a fadt  explicable  on 
very  different  principles ; it  is  owing  not 
to  the  abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon,  but 
to  the  irritation  of  the  cauftic  on  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  nerves,  as  will  be  eafily  underftood 
by  adducing,  as  an  example,  the  effedls  which 
arife  from  the  prick  of  a pin.  It  is  no  unu- 
fual  confequence  of  this  or  any  other  punc- 
tured wound,  communicated  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, to  have  the  veffels  inflame,  and  this  in- 
flammation extends  to  the  glands  in  the  arm- 
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pit,  where  a bubo  will  arife  ; but  this  bubo  is 
only  a fympathetic  effed:,  and  is  never  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  effed:  of  any  morbid  poifon  ; 
it  is  difperfed  and  cured  by  being  treated  a? 
an  inflammation  : fuch  are  the  parallel  confe- 
quences  of  cauftic  applied  to  chancre.  The 
bubo  which  is  hereby  brought  on,  is  not  ve- 
nereal, as  has  been  fuppofed,  nor  does  it  re- 
quire the  ufe  of  anti- venereal  remedies,  and 
yet,  if  it  were  not,  the  exigence  of  fuch  a 
fymptom  as  a fwelling  of  this  nature,  the  pro- 
bability of  its  going  on  to  break,  and  the  con- 
finement and  reft  which  would  be  required, 
would  be  fufficient  to  condemn  the  practice 
recommended,  if  it  were  really  the  effed:  of 
that  pradice ; but  it  is  not  fo,  it  will  depend 
on  the  kind  of  cauftic  which  is  employed,  and 
the  method  of  ufing  it.  Some  make  ufe  of 
red  precipitate  j now,  this  of  all  others,  is 
what  would  be  moft  likely  to  produce  the 
effed:  I have  been  deferibing.  The  irritation, 
of  its  particles  on  the  extremities  of  the  nerves 
might  be  expedied,  indeed,  to  bring  on  a 
fwelling  in  the  glands  with  which  thele  nerves 
had  the  moft  immediate  communication,  and 
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as  its  corroding  properties  are  much  weaker 
than  other  preparations,  it  ffifould  not  be  em- 
ployed in  this  cafe, 

I am  now,  it  will  be  recollected,  fpeaking 
of  the  application  of  cauflic  to  a primary  ve- 
nereal ulcer,  with  a view  of  preventing  the 
propagation  of  contagion,  I mention  this, 
that  I might  not  be  charged  with  inconfiften- 
cy;  for  in  venereal  fores  of  another  defeription, 
this  preparation  is  one  which  I fhall  hereafter 
particularly  recommend. 

Of  all  others  which  have  been  employed 
with  this  view,  the  lunar  cauflic,  as  it  is 
called,  has  the  decided  preference;  for  betides 
ifs  being  fo  immediate  in  its  operation,  it  is 
much  more  limited,  and  does  not  diffufe  it- 
felf  as  is  the  cafe  with  cauftics  of  a different 
defeription,  which  fometimes  occafion  a fore 
twice  or  thrice  as  large  as  that  for  which  it 
was  applied. 

In  an  irritable  habit,  I always  recommend 
a quantity  of  opium  to  be  taken  inwardly, 
when  I have  found  it  neceffiiry  to  apply  cauffic ; 
by  this  means  the  excitement,  but  not  the 
efficacy  of  it  is  diminiffied,  and  the  patien : 
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rendered  fecure  from  the  evils  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  accompany  this  treatment : fo  that  I 
can  declare  with  the  greateft  certainty  and  af- 
i furance,  that  bubo,  from  this  caule,  though  I 
have  purfued  the  method  in  a great  variety  of 
cafes,  has  very  rarely  taken  place,  and  when 
it  did,  was,  in  my  opinion,  not  in  confequence 
of  the  cauftic  being  then  applied,  but  from 
its  having  been  delayed  too  long.  Though 
the  application  of  cauftic  is  one  of  the  moil 
eflential  remedies  in  the  cure  of  a chancre,  as 
it  is  very  obvious  its  influence  cannot  extend 
beyond  the  fpot  where  it  is  directed  to;  if 
there  is  an  abforption  of  matter,  this  will  have 
no  property  of  arrefting  the  progrefs  of  it, 
therefore  mercury,  even  in  this  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  becomes  neceflary,  and  fhould  be  fo 
employed  as  to  produce  a fenfible  effedl  upon 
the  conftitution,  which  ought  to  be  continued 
without  intermiflion  for  two  or  three  weeks. 
It  fhould,  therefore,  be  laid  down  as  a rule 
to  recommend  mercury  in  all  thofe  cafes,  fince 
we  cannot  afcertain  by  any  criteria  of  which 
we  are  at  prefent  poflefled,  whether  abforp- 
tion has  taken  place  or  not.  I except  thefe 
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cafes  in  which  the  venereal  difeafe  adts  as  a , I 
cauftic  itfclf,  corroding  the  fubftance  of  the 
penis,  and  occafioning  large  portions  to  Hough 
off',  for  which  bark  and  opium  are  the  moft 
powerful  remedies.  It  is  not  often  that  one 
application  of  the  cauftic  proves  fufficient,  and 
therefore  we  fhould  repeat  it  every  fecond  or 
third  day,  till  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe 
the  difeafe  is  deftroyed.  To  this  there  can  be 
no  objection,  for  after  the  firff  drefling  of  this 
kind,  we  fhall  be  fully  informed  of  the  nature 
of  the  conffitution,  and  of  its  fufceptibility  of 
fuch  ffimulants,  and  any  repetition  of  what 
has  been  found  falutary,  may  be  had  recourfe 
to  without  apprehenfion.  If  the  cauftic,  when 
firft  applied,  covers  the  whole  extent  of  the 
lore,  fome  might  imagine  every  benefit  to  be 
obtained  from  this  remedy,  muff  be  anfwered ; 
but  this  is  not  exadlly  the  cafe,  for  it  will  1 
happen  that  the  poifon  of  lues  venerea,  will 
not  be  confined  to  that  fpot  on  which  it  firft 
ft ifews  itfelf,  it  will  break  out  in  twro  or  three 
places  contiguous  to  each  other,  each  of  which 
require  the  lame  difcipline,  but  not  manifeft- 
ing  themfelves  at  the  fame  time,  and  it  not 
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being  advifeable  to  apply  cauftic,  but  where 
there  is  decidedly  a neceflity  for  it,  they 
muft  be  treated  feparately,  according  to  the 
order  in  which  they  arife. 

When  the  ulcer  is  much  more  extenflve, 
this  practice  is  not  fo  proper,  it  will  be  better 
to  adopt  a kind  of  palliative  treatment ; the 
fore  fhould  be  covered  with  calomel,  or  wafh- 
ed  with  a folution  of  corrofve  fublimate,  in. 
the  quantity  of  two  grains  to  eight  ounces, 
or  a lotion  made  with  the  extract  of  lead. 

No.  ix. — R.  Extraft.  Saturni.  gj.  , 

Tia£t.  Opii.  gij. 

Aq.  Comm.  |viij.  m.  f.  Lotlo. 

As  a means  of  checking  the  progrefs  of  a 
venereal  ulcer,  this  is  as  good  as  any  of  the 
various  forms  which  have  been  recommended.; 
nor  do  I think  its  effects  are  limited  merely  to 
this  point,  for  the  increafe  of  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  muft,  no  doubt,  depend  on  the  adtion 
which  is  excited,  whereby  the  fluids  of  that 
part  are  aflimilated  to  itfelf,  and  the  life  of 
faturnine  applications,  fuch  as  No.  1 1 , are 
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known  to  be  Angularly  efficacious  in  fupprefs- 
fing  this  excitement.  It  will  be  fcarcely  ne- 
ceflary  to  Obferve,  that  the  more  extenfive  the 
fore,  the  greater  the  danger  of  abforption,  and 
the  greater  the  ncccffity  of  mercury. 

When  the  difeafe  has  proceeded  along  the 
courfe  of  the  abforbent  veffels,  it  is  carried  to 
the  glands,  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  meeting  with  an  interruption,  it  gives 
rife  to  that  particular  flage  of  the  difeafe, 
which  I fhall  hereafter  treat  of  feparately, 
known  by  the  term  bubo  ; but  this  is  not  al- 
ways the  progrefs,  for  in  fome  it  is  not  car- 
ried fo  far  in  the  courfe  of  circulation.  In 
many,  I have  known  it  fixed  at  the  root  or 
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bafe  of  the  penis,  which  is  a very  dangerous 
occurrence,  and  what  requires  the  moft  im- 
mediate affifkmce.  From  this  ftate  of  things, 
: I have  met  with  the  moil  diftreffing  confe- 
quences,  for  this  endangers  the  total  lols  of  the 
penis,  the  bones  of  the  pubis  being  covered 
with  loofe  integuments,  the  matter  which  is 
produced  in  confequence  of  inflammation  tak- 
ing place  here,  infinuates  itfelf  very  rapidly  to 
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a confiderable  depth,  forming  firiufles  of  an 
alarming  magnitude.  I have  met  with  feveral 
cafes  where  the  whole  penis  has  been  deftroy- 
ed  by  this  kind  of  procefs,  and  even  where 
the  ulceration  has  extended  its  ravages  to  the 
fcrotum,  laying  bare  the  tefticles,  and  gra- 
dually extending  towards  the  anus,  as  well  as 
along  the  groin ; fometimes  deftroying  the 
patient  by  the  violence  of  the  irritation,  or  if 
he  recovers,  leaving  him  for  life  to  regret  the 
confequences  of  his  indifcretion  and  misfor- 
tunes* 

In  thofe  cafes  where  the  penis  has  been  thus 
deftroyed,  I have  remarked  the  fore  became 
much  more  irritable  and  unmanageable  than 
before  this  effedt  took  place,  which  I have  at- 
tributed not  merely  to  the  regular  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  or  to  the  matter  becoming  more 
virulent,  but  to  the  patient’s  ftateofmind; 
for  as  he  can  never  hope  to  retrieve  fuch  a 
lofs,  however  fpeedily  he  may  recover,  he 
confiders  himfelf  as  ruined,  which  in  fad  he 
is,  by  what  has  befallen  him. 

Whenever  this  happens,  that  is  to  fay, 
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whenever*  in  confequence  of  the  abforption  of 
matter  from  a chancre,  a tumor  arifes  juft  at 
the  bale  of  the  penis,  wc  fhould  ufe  every  ef- 
fort to  difperfe  it,  by  adminiftering  mercury 
without  delay,  and  more  efpecially  by  enjoin- 
ing ftriCt  confinement  and  quietude. 

Efficacious  as  mercury  is  known  to  be  in 
the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  it  will  not  have  much 
influence  in  preventing  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
affections,  unlefs  favoured  by  reft.  It  is  true, 
when  mercury  has  been  previoufly  ufed,  if 
the  tumor  breaks,  the  fore  will  heal  much 
more  kindly  ; but  it  will  not  difperfe  it  with- 
out an  attention  to  wffiat  I have  juft  laid  dowrn. 
If  from  a negleCt  of  this,  or  from  the  mercury 
not  affeCting  the  conftitution,  or  from  the  dif- 
eafe  having  advanced  too  far  before  the  remedy 
was  employed,  the  tumor  becomes  foft,  and 
tends  to  fuppuration,  it  fhould  be  opened 
with  a lancet : this  praCtice  is  not  fo  effential 
with  refpeCt  to  buboes  or  tumors  formed  in 
the  groin,  much  caution  is  there  required  in 
not  opening  them  too  foon,  and  it  is  in  many 
inftances  the  moft  judicious  praCtice  to  fuffer 
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them  to  break  without  being  opened ; but  in 
the  cafes  above  alluded  to,  this  is  of  the  high- 
L'fl  importance  j for  when  they  are  opened, 
the  practitioner  is  furprifed  to  find  a firms  fo 
deep  as  generally  presents  itfelf,  and  which 
would  have  increafed  in  extent  every  hour  the 
operation  was  deferred.  I think  likewife, 
when  this  happens,  that  the  venereal  difeafe 
is  more  aCtive  than  in  ordinary  cafes,  or  what 
is  the  fame  thing,  that  the  coijftitution  is  more 
fufceptible  of  it,  otherwife  no  interruption  to 
its  progrefs  would  have  taken  place  till  it  had 
reached  the  groin. 

In  the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes,  after  the 
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matter  has  been  evacuated  by  the  operation, 
the  further  affiffance  requifite  will  be,  to  prefs 
the  fides  together,  in  order  the  more  effec- 
tually to  difeharge  the  contents  of  the  cavity, 
and  to  bring  the  fides  of  it  together,  and  then 
to  fill  the  whole  with  the  mercur.  praecip. 
rub. 

In  fome  fituations  it  is  advifeable  to  pre- 
vent the  formation  of  finufles,  by  laying  open 
the  cavity  with  a free  incifion;  but  here  we 
are  often  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this  prac- 
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«ice,  as  the  fituation  of  the  blood-vefTels  will 
not  admit  of  it,  we  fhould  therefore  ufe  more 
than  common  caution  in  dreffing  the  wound, 
to  convey  our  applications  to  the  bottom. 

I have  fometimes  known  an  ulcer  of  this 
defcription  make  a kind  of  perforation,  fo  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  follow  it  with  a probe  be- 
fore the  dreffings  have  reached  it.  For  want 
of  accuracy  in  this  particular,  a perfon  may  be 
very  much  deceived,  and  a patient  very  much 
injured,  becaufe  the  general  furface  of  the  fore 
from  having  the  precipitate  in  contact  with  it, 
will  affume  a healthy  granulating  appearance, 
and  yet  the  evil  be  gradually  extending. 

Though  cauftic  drefhngs  of  any  kind  almoft 
will  be  proper,  I think  the  powder  recom- 
mended claims  the  fuperiority,  for  it  adts  like- 
wife  as  an  abforbent ; it  fhould  therefore  not 
be  applied  flightly,  but  fhould  be  fufficient  to 
fill  the  whole  cavity.  It  will  be  proper  alfo 
to  repeat  this  kind  of  difcipline  twice  or  even 
oftener  every  day,  as  the  difcharge  which  is 
produced  fhould  never  be  buffered  to  lodge 
on  the  furface  of  the  fore.  It  will  feldom  be 
found  neceffary  to  ufe  any  other  application, 
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if  the  precipitate  is  begun  with  in  time,  and 
properly  perfevered  in  ; but  the  edge  of 
the  iore  will  require  to  be  touched  frequent- 
ly with  lunar  cauftic,  that  when  the  fore  is 
filled  up  from  below,  it  may  be  properly- 
cicatrized,  which  will  depend  entirely  on 
this  part  of  the  treatment ; neither  is  this 
an  infignificant  part  of  the  cure;  for  if  it  is 
not  properly  cicatrized,  it  is  liable  to  in- 
flame  and  ulcerate,  or  if  this  even  does  not 
happen,  it  is  very  unpleafant  to  married 
men  to  bear  about  them  thefe  velliges  of 
their  former  gallantry. 

When  the  treatment  which  has  been  juft 
now  advifed,  has  been  negle&ed,  and  the 
fore  fuffered  to  proceed  to  the  extent  above 
defcribed,  the  patient’s  health  begins  to  fail, 
he  becomes  feverilh  and  irritable,  the  ufe 
of  mercury  exafperateS  his  fituation,  the 
precipitate  fails  to  be  attended  with  the  be- 
neficial effefts  for  which  it  is  in  general  fo 
remarkable ; then  we  are  obliged  to  refort 
to  other  means.  The  bark  and  opium,  as 
ponftitutional  remedies,  become  then  indif- 
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penfible.  Opium  fhould  likewife  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fore,  either  by  fprinkling  very 
fine  powder,  or  by  a watery  folution,  or  a 
weak  fpirituous  folution.  It  is  very  defira- 
ble,  in  thefe  cafes,  that  the  pradlitioner 
fhould  be  in  pofTelfion  of  different  remedies, 
fuch  being  the  precarious  flate,  that  thofe 
things  on  which  we  are  difpofed  to  place 
great  reliance,  do  not  always  anfwer  our 
expeditions,  and  even  in  the  fame  patient; 
the  remedy  which  agreed  with  it  at  firft, 
lofes  its  properties,  and  renders  it  neceffary 
to  try  another.  Camomile  powder,  which 
was  firft  employed  I believe  by  Mr.  Home, 
has,  in  fome  inftances,  made  a favourable 
alteration  on  the  fore. 

Hemlock  fomentations  are  of  great  ufe  in 
allaying  the  violent  irritation. 

I have  tried  the  oleum  lini  (fine  igne), 
in  thefe  cafes,  with  very  happy  effedis. 

A change  of  air  and  fituation  will  fome- 
t.imes  aid  the  means  employed,  and  fhould 
not  be  omitted,  for  it  muff  be  confeffed,  no 
fpecihc  remedy  can  be  expedled  from  local 
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applications  in  the  cure  of  fores  of  any  de. 
fcription,  which  raoft  materially  depend  on 
the  date  of  the  conftitution. 

Of  Bubo. 

The  term  bubo,  according  to  its  origi- 
nal fignification,  implies  limply  a tumor, 
and  does  not  convey  the  idea  of  any  fpe- 
cilic  infe&ion  whatfoever ; a circumftance 
which  it  will  here  be  proper  to  mention, 
becaufe  bubo  is  found  to  arife  from  va- 
rious other  caufes,  befides  venereal  infec- 
tion. 

There  are  feveral  different  ways  in  which 
this  fymptom  originates,  thus  it  is  produced 
by  abforption  from  the  furface  of  an  ulcer, 
as  is  the  cafe  in  chancre  ; it  may  originate 
in  abforption  of  matter  from  a fecreting 
furface,  as  in  gonorrhoea.  It  likewife  will 
be  produced  by  the  introdu&ion  of  matter 
through  the  (kin  on  which  ulceration  has 
been  produced,  and  which  therefore  may 
render  the  nature  of  the  complaint  fome- 
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what  obfcure.  In  whatever  way  this  fymp.# 
tom  is  thus  produced,  as  it  is  owing  to  the 
application  of  the  exciting  caufe  to  the 
gland  itfelf,  it  is  properly  denominated  idio- 
pathic bubo.  But  there  is  another  mode  by 
which  the  fame  fymptom  may  be  induced, 
different  from  either,  and  which  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  underhand,  as  it  is 
totally  different  in  its  progrefs  and  confe- 
quences,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  differ- 
ently treated,  which  is  this  i that  an  irrita- 
tion excited  at  fome  diflance  from  the  part 
Vhere  the  bubo  is  found  to  arife,  {hall  be 
capable  of  producing  it  merely  by  fympa- 
thy,  that  is  to  fay,  without  the  application 
of  any  irritating  matter  to  the  gland  itfelf; 
this  is  known  by  the  title  of  fympathetic 
bubo.  To  underhand  this  more  correclly, 
(for  I do  not  prefume  every  reader  is  an 
anatomih)  it  will  be  necehary  to  fay  a few 
Words  with  regard  to  that  particular  part  of 
our  fyhem,  by  which  the  procefs  of  abforp- 
tion  is  effefted. 

On  every  part  of  the  furface  of  the  bo- 
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dy,  fmall  veflels  open,  which  are  called  lym- 
phatic or  abforbent  veflels,  their  functions  be- 
ing to  abforb  fuch  fubftances  as  are  applied  to 
them,  and  carry  them  fnto  the  circulation ; 
and  thus  indeed  we  are  enabled  to  produce 
fuch  powerful  effeds  on  the  conftitution  by 
inundion  of  mercurial  ointment ; a circum- 
Itance  which  I here  curforily  mention,  as  I 
have  found  fome  perfons  who  have  not  been 
fatisfied  with  the  efficacy  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment. At  a certain  diftance  from  the  orifices 
of  thefe  veflels,  juft  now  mentioned,  are  fmall 
glands,  which  are  fubftances  compofed  prin- 
cipally of  the  ramifications  of  blood-vdfels 
conneded  together  by  a curious  and  compli- 
cated kind  of  net- work.  Through  thefe  glands 
the  fubftances  which  are  abforbed,  muff  pafs 
before  they  can  get  into  the  general  circulation, 
or  in  other  Words,  before  they  can  get  into  the 
blood  ; and  it  is  the  irritation  excited  on  thefe 
glands  which  produces  bubo.  I believe,  there- 
fore, (which  I don’t  think  is  a univerfal  opi- 
nion) that  the  intention  of  nature  in  providing 
this  particular  apparatus,  is  to  guard  againft 
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the  introduction  of  fuch  fubftances  as  are  like-  1 
ly  to  prove  hurtful  to  the  animal  ceconomy ; 
for  though  they  may  not  irritate  or  ulcerate 
the  fkin,  though  they  may  pafs  along  the  ab- 
forbent  veflfels  without  injuring  them ; yet  as 
foon  as  they  come  in  contadt  with  thefe  parts* 
inflammation  is  produced,  and  their  further 
progrefs  is  prevented.  This  opinion  of  the 
abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  lkin  without  chancre  or  ulceration, 
was,  I think,  Arft  fuggefled  by  Dr.  Turner ; 
at  lead  he  has  noticed  it,  and  it  has  flnce  been 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Hunter,  who  diftinguifhed 
it  by  the  term Jilent  abforption. 

This  date  of  parts  is  therefore  highly  bene- 
ficial, the  glands  may  thus  be  confidered  as 
guardians  to  the  conditution,  which  imme- 
diately found  an  alarm  in  cafe  of f danger;  but 
fuch  is  the  fufceptibility  of  thefe  parts  in  fome 
particular  perfons,  that  inflammation,  en- 
largement and  pain,  will  fupervene,  as  juft 
flated,  even  when  the  irritation  is  at  fome  dil- 
tance*  It  will  be  naturally  fuppofed,  how- 
ever, that  the  fame  treatment  will  not  be  ap- 
plicable 


plicable  to  thefe  different  cafes.  That  which 
is  the  confluence  of  venereal  matter  being 
abforbed,  will  abfolutely  demand  mercury 
whereas  that  which  is  the  effedt  of  fympathy 
with  fome  other  part,  though  that  part  may 
be  affedted  with  the  difeafe,  may  be  cured 
without  it. 

A gentleman  with  whom  I am  well  ac- 
quainted, applied  to  me  about  three  weeks 
iince  on  account  of  an  incipient  bubo  in  the 
groin,  which  he  was  unable  to  account  for; 
he  was  a married  man,  and  affined  me  he  had 
not  ftrayed  from  his  own  bed,  neither  had  he 
any  fore  or  fwelling  about  the  private  parts, 
or  any  uneafinefs  or  difcharge  whatfoever,  and 
yet  he  certainly  had  a bubo  with  confiderable 
tightnefs  and  pain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  in- 
guinal glands.  After  feveral  queftions,  I very 
fatisfadtorily  afcertained  the  caufe,  for  he  had 
got  a boil  on  the  pofterior  part  of  the  right 
buttock,  which  he  had  irritated  very  much  by 
picking  off  the  head  of  it,  and  thus  the  pain 
and  fwelling  in  the  groin  was  produced.  By 
Proper  applications  to  the  original  difeafe,  he 
was  cured  in  a few  days  without  any  internal 
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remedies,  or  without  doing  any  thing  to  the 
bubo  itfelf,  except  allowing  it  reft,  Had  I 
not  been  a fib  red  of  this  patient’s  veracity,  and 
aware  of  the  frequency  of  Sympathetic  bubo, 
I might  have  been  betrayed  into  an  opinion 
which  would  not  have  tended  to  improve  his 
health,  or  heighten  his  felicity. 

Before  I proceed,  therefore,  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  treatment  which  would  be  proper 
for  the  cure  of  venereal  bubo,  I think  it  ne- 
ceftary  to  point  out  thofe  characters  by  which 
the  difeafe  may  be  identified. 

Ill  the  venereal  bubo  it  will  generally  be 
found  that  chancre  has  preceded  it.  In  by  far 
the  greater  proportion  of  cafes,  chancre  is  the 
fource  from  which  it  proceeds  j but  it  may 
arife  from  fympathy,  even  when  chancre  has 
preceded,  and  therefore  this  alone  is  not  a ful- 
ficient  criterion. 

It  will  be  recolleCted  that  in  treating  of 
chancre  I mentioned  one  fpecies  as  being  more 
rapid  and  alarming  in  its  progrefs,  and  that  in 
thefe  cafes,  not  only  the  fore  itfelf  had  an 
angry  irritated' appearance,  but  even  the  whole 
conllitution  feemed  to  partake  of  t{ic  fame  mor- 
bid 
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bid  excitement.  If  a patient  fo  fituated  is  oblig- 
ed to  walk  much,  in  all  probability  a bubo  will 
come  on,  which  may  be  confidered  fympa- 
thetic  j fo  it  often  happens  likewife  that  chan- 
cre is  accompanied  with  gonorrhoea,  which 
is  known  very  frequently  to  be  accompanied 
with  fympathetic  bubo. 

A gentleman  confulted  me  fomefew  months 
fince,  who  is  not  of  a very  gay  difpofition, 
and  only  once  in  five  or  fix  weeks  indulges  in 
venereal  pleafures  (at  leafl:  fo  he  tells  me). 
From  one  of  thefe  adventures  he  found  it  ne- 
celTary  to  apply  to  me,  about  ten  days  after 
the  time  of  connection  : he  had  then  a chan- 
cre, a very  violent  gonorrhoea,  and  a bubo  on 
each  fide.  One  of  thefe  very  foon  difappear- 
ed,  the  other  proved  more  obftinate,  and  as 
he  was  not  able  to  allow  himfelf  proper  reft, 
it  went  on  to  form  matter,  then  broke,  and 
afterwards  healed  kindly. 

This  is  a cafe  very  interefiing  in  itfelf,  and 
will  admit  of  fome  reflections. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  will  fhew  with  fome 
force  the  identity  of  the  two  poifons,  as  they 

have 


V 9«  ) 

have  been  prefumed  to  be,  which  produce 
chancre  or  gonorrhoea,  for  the  two  fymptoms  i 
were  the  refult  of  the  fame  connection.  It 
likewife  fhows,  what  has  not  been  noticed, 
that  a bubo  may  arife  on  one  fide  from  the 
abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon,  and  on  the 
other  fide  from  fympathy  with  that  which 
was  primarily  affeCted.  This  will  be  found 
of  confequence  to  be  attended  to  in  practice, 
as  will  appear  when  treating  of  the  cure. 
Again,  in  the  idiopathic  bubo,  there  is  very 
often  an  inflammation  along  the  courfe  of  the 
lymphatic  leading  from  the  chancre  to  the 
bubo,  which  will  ferve  as  a guide  to  cur  opi- 
nion. 


A prefumptive  evidence  may  likewife  be 
drawn  from  the  progrefs  of  the  tumor,  for 
though  we  cannot  tell  precifely  with  what  de- 
gree of  rapidity  abforption  is  carried  on,  and 
though  it  probably  varies  in  every  individual, 
yet  a few  days  are  neceifary  for  it  to  produce 
any  fenlible  enlargement  upon  the  gland  it- 
felf,  which  is  at  firft  very  inconfiderable,  and 
increafes  rather  flov/ly  at  firft,  neither  is  there 
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Aat  univerftl  pain  and  uneafmefs  along  the 
whole  region  of  the  groin,  as  is  the  calc  under 
fympathetic  bilbo. 

There  is  this  remarkable  difference  with  re-* 
gard  to  thefe  two  fpecies,  fympathetic  bubo 
arifes  very  fuddenly,  and  increafes  very  rapid- 
ly to  a certain  fize,  and  then  becomes  ha- 
tionary, not  increafing  in  bulk,  or  proceeding 
to  fuppuration ; whereas  the  idiopathic  or  in- 
feCted  bubo,  as  we  may  call  it,  is  very  flow 
at  its  commencement,  but  when  it  is  arrived 
at  a certain  fize,  proceeds  fo  foon  to  fuppura- 
tion, that  every  attempt  to  prevent  it  will  fre- 
quently prove  ineffectual. 

Befides  thefe  marks  of  dihinCtion,  others 
fhould  be  taken  into  confideration. 

If  a bubo  has  fucceeded  chancre,  there  is 
much  greater  reafon  to  fufpeCt  it  to  be  vene- 
real, than  when  it  has  been  preceded  by  go- 
norrhoea. It  is  fuppofed  by  fome  authors, 
whofe  practical  knowledge  entitle  them  to  at- 
tention, that  one  half  of  the  buboes  which  oc- 
cur from  gonorrhoea,  are  fympathetic.  If  I 
may  hate  the  refult  of  my  own  experience,  I 
> would 
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would  extend  it  to  a dill  greater  number,  foi* ' 
I think  two-thirds  of  them  are  not  venereaL 
In  forming  our  opinion  of  the  nature  of  this 
fymptom,  we  fhould  have  an  eye  to  the  con* 
fhtution,  as  well  as  habits  of  the  patient. 

Scrophulous  patients  are  very  liable  to  glan- 
dular fwellings,  therefore,  caeteris  paribus, 
much  more  likely  to  be  affected  with  fymp*- 
the  tic  bubo;  fo  alfo,  if  a perfon  has  had  a chan- 
cre only  one  or  two  days,  which  has  been 
treated  by  cauftic ; if  the  pain  from  this  ap- 
plication has  been  very  confiderable,  it  may 
be  prefumed  to  have  excited  the  dwelling* 
From  thefe  different  circumflances,  feparately 
and  collectively  confidered,  we  fhall  be  able 
to  determine,  with  tolerable  certainty,  what  is 
the  real  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

Of  the  Cure  o/Bueo* 

There  are  tw'o  general  indications  to  be  had 
in  view  in  the  removal  of  this  fymptom,  the 
one  is  to  attempt  the  difperfion  of  it,  the  other 
to  promote  its  fuppuration.  It  was  fuppofed 
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by  the  ancient  practitioners,  that  the  difper**  ' 
lion  of  a bubo  ought  never  to  be  attempted, 
as  it  was  conlidered  an  effort  of  nature  to 
throw  out  the  venereal  poifon,  an  opinion 
which  mold  probably  took  its  rife  from  this 
circumflance,  that  under  the  influence  of  con- 
tagious difeafes,  the  conflitution  made  an  ef- 
fort to  relieve  itfelf,  by  forming  abfcefles  and 
buboes.  It  is  not  an  unufual  termination  to 
fevers,  the  formation  of  a large  abfcefs  in 
fome  part  of  the  body,  hence  it  has  been  call- 
ed critical  abfcefs  ; and  difeafes  of  a more  for- 
midable and  peflilential  nature,  as  the  plague, 
when  they  produce  bubo,  afford  fome  prof- 
pedt  of  recovery.  It  was  no  unnatural  con- 
cluflon,  therefore,  which  fome  practitioners 
made*  that  this  fymptom  when  originating 
from  a venereal  caufey  was  a fimilar  confe- 
quence.  In  reality,  however,  it  is  totally 
different ; whenever  bubo  arifes  from  a vene- 
real infection,  it  is  an  effeft  which  takes  place 
prior  to  the  conflitution^  being  affeCted,  and 
never  does  happen  as  a fecondary  fymptom, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  venereal  matter  having 
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contaminated  the  whole  habit  is  never  depo- 
rted on  a gland,  at  lead;  I would  fay  never  on 
the  glands  in  the  groin,  fo  as  to  produce  bubo: 
this  is  an  eftablifhed  proportion,  fo  that  we 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  deterred  in  our  prac- 
tice, by  the  idea  of  interrupting  the  efforts  of 
nature  ; for  though  the  tendency  which  the 
human  body  has  to  repair,  as  well  as  to  refill 
injury,  will  enable  it  in  many  inftances  to 
counteract  the  effect s of  contagion  ; it  is  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  vene- 
real infection. 

There  are  two  claffes  of  fymptoms  peculiar 
to  this  complaint,  diftinguifhed  by  the  terms 
f rimary  and  fecondary , under  the  f rft  divif  on 
is  included  all  thofe  fymptoms,  which  are 
merely  local ; under  the  feeond  all  thofe  which 
arife  from  the  whole  fyftem  being  contami- 
nated, and  which  is  the  confequence  of  inat- 
tention to  the  brll  ilages  of  the  difeafe,  and 
perhaps  more  than  any  other  to  the  improper 
management  of  this  fymptom,  which  we  are 
now  conlidering. 

In  all  cafes  of  this  defcription,  inflead  of 
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Seconding  the  intention  of  nature,  by  promot- 
ing the  formation  of  matter,  we  fhould  endea- 
vour ftrenuoufly  to  check  its  progrcfs  by  dif- 
perfing  the  fweliing.  To  this  practice  there 
can  be  no  rational  objection  ; but  in  order  to 
convince  the  reader  of  its  propriety,  it  will  be 
requifite  to  expatiate  a little  on  the  propaga- 
tion of  morbid  poifons.  Suppofe,  for  inftance, 
a perfon  introduced  into  this  country  labours 
under  the  primary  fymptoms  of  lues  venerea, 
as  chancre  or  gonorrhoea,  if  the  difeafe  had 
never  been  known  here  before,  this  perfon 
would  communicate  it  to  the  female  with 
whom  he  had  connection ; by  the  fame  fexual 
intercourfe  this  woman  would  tranfmit  it  to 
another,  and  by  this  kind  of  propagation,  the 
whole  country  would  in  time  be  infeCted. 
Now  it  can  never  be  prefumed  that  the  parti- 
cles of  poifon  which  one  individual  introduced, 
could  by  its  diffufion  contaminate  a nation ; it 
muft  have  multiplied  itfelf  by  either  exciting 
fome  aCtion  or  fome  fermentation  in  the  perfon 
to  whom  it  was  applied.  If  this  is  the  cafe,  as  I 
think  it  impoffible  to  deny,  it  is  evident  that 
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we  ought  to  allay  that  action,  or  that  fermenr 
tation,  whereby  the  poifon  is  produced. 

I am  not  now  recommending  a novel  'prac- 
tice on  an  uncertain  hyppthefis,  for  experi- 
ence has  amply  afcertained  its  fuperiority  ; but 
every  rational  practitioner  muft  feel  folicitous 
to  reconcile  practice  with  principle.  Had  this 
jeafoning  been  applied  to  the  fmall-pox,  the 
lives  ot  thoufands  would  have  been  faved.  As 
the  eruption  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  efforts  of 
nature  to  throw  off  the  offending  caufe,  every 
window  and  door  was  clofed,  no  aperture  or 
crevice  was  allowed  to  admit  frefli  air,  left 
this  procefs  fhould  be  interrupted.  The  con- 
fequences  of  which  were  dreadful  beyond  our 
prefent  conception ; but  when  the  fagacious 
Sydenham  fubverted  the  practice  of  his  prede- 
ceffors,  by  adopting  the  cool  plan  of  treat- 
ment, by  expofing  his  patients  in  the  height 
of  the  fever,  to  cool  air,  he  rendered  this  for- 
midable difeafe  comparatively  infignificant. 

The  difperfion  of  a venereal  bubo  is  not  to 
be  effected  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  reduc- 
tion of  fimple  inflammation,  or  at  leaft  thofe 
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means  alone  will  not  be  fufficient;  if  a bubo 
of  this  defcription  has  got  to  any  confiderable 
fize,  it  will  require,  it  is  true,  the  application 
of  fimilar  remedies,  in  order  to  abate  the  in- 
flammation ; but  when  this  fymptom  is  not 
in  any  formidable  degree,  the  molt  effectual 
remedy  will  be  the  adminiflration  of  mercury. 
It  has  been  recommended  by  fome  perfons  to 
apply  mercurial  ointment  to  the  furface  of  the 
bubo  itfelf ; but  this  pra&ice  is  founded  in 
error,  the  application  of  mercury  in  this  way 
not  bringing  it  in  contaCt  with  the  tumor  it- 
felf, as  the  lymphatics  run  in  a different  di- 
rection, at  the  fame  time  that  the  friction  ap- 
plied to  the  part,  by  irritating  the  fkin,  has  a 
much  greater  tendency  to  forward  than  to  dh- 
minifh  the  fwelling. 

Whenever  chancre  has  preceded  bubo,  as 
we  can  then  afcertain  the  progrefs  of  infection, 
we  fhould  rub  in  the  mercurial  ointment  along 
the  part  leading  from  the  fore ; indeed  in  any 
cafe,  even  fuppofing  chancre  does  not  exiff,  it 
I will  be  advifeable  to  anoint  the  whole  furface 
of  the  penis  j for  as  the  difeafe  is  caught  by 
carnal  copulation,  the  poifon  is  in  all  cafes 
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probably  conveyed  through  the  fame  veflelsvj 
or  at  any  rate  the  mercury,  by  paffing  throug 
thefe  veffcls,  will  reach  the  feat  of  the  difeaft  ; 
But  mercury  applied  to  fo  fmall  a furface,  wj  t 
not  poflefs  fufficient  activity  to  check  the  at  j 
tion  of  the  venereal  poifon ; it  is  therefore  gc. 
nerally  recommended  to  rub  in  a drachm  c„ 
two  drachms  of  the  mercurial  ointment  alon 
the  infide  of  the  thigh  of  that  fide  where  th.; 
fwelling  appears,  a practice  certainly  very  ju.. 
dicious.  But  heje  I muft  beg  leave  to  point] 
out  a circumftance  which  ought  always  to  b 
attended  to.  Though  the  mercurial  ointmen 
is  a preparation  of  this  mineral,  which  is  knowi 
to  be  very  powerful  in  curing  lues  venerea,  th< 
particular  date  of  the  Ikin  in  fome  perfon; 
renders  its  addon  very  precarious.  I have 
known  fome  who  have  rubbed  in  with  great 
diligence  every  night  for  upwards  of  a fort- 
night, under  the  mod;  favourable  circumjftances, 
without  being  fenfibly  affeded,  and  this  where 
the  patient  had  not  been  accuflomed  to  the  ufe 
of  the  remedy,,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  want 
of  abforption  from  the  furface  of  the  fkin.  Iff 
a patient  of  this  defeription,  then,  had  labour- 
ed 
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cd  under  bubo,  and  relied  for  its  difperfion  on 
this  treatment,  it  is  very  obvious  he  muft  have 
been  difapp°in^ed. 

It  is  therefore  always  proper  to  adminifter 
mercury  internally,  when  it  is  intended  to  dif- 
perfe  a bubo,  otherwife  whilft  we  are  waiting 
for  the  effeCt  of  the  ointment,  the  fwelling 
may  proceed  to  fuppuration.  It  is  an  objeCt 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  patient  to  pre- 
vent this  termination,  fo  much  pain  and  dif* 
trefs  is  hereby  obviated,  that  a practitioner 
Ihould  be  very  careful  to  enforce  the  obfer- 
vance  offuch  treatment,  as  the  patient  himfelf 
may  not  deem  it  fufficiently  important. 

One  material  agent  in  the  cure  of  this  fymp- 
tom,  is  the  obfervance  of  reft  and  confine- 
ment ; the  general  fituation  of  buboes  renders 
them  unfortunately  very  liable  to  be  aCted  upon 
by  every  motion  of  the  body.  I have  fo  fre- 
quently feen  thefe  cafes  terminate  in  fuppura- 
tion, which  might  have  been  difperfed,  that  I 
cannot  too  ftrongly  inculcate  the  neceftity  of 
being  attentive  to  this  point. 

After  the  inflammation  has  been  in  fome 
meafure  abated  by  the  ufe  of  aCtive  purgatives. 
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we  ^lcn  commence  the  life  of  mercury  as  juft  'jj 
now  advifed,  obferving  at  the  fame  time  to  ! 
adminifler  opium  combined  with  antimony  : 
every  night. 

From  the  experiments  of  the  learned  Mr;  , 
Pearfon,  whofe  veracity  and  abilities  no  one  : 
can  doubt,  it  appears  that  opium,  as  well  as 
various  other  articles  of  the  materia  medica, 
Fas  a power  of  checking  the  progrefs  of  the 
venereal  difeafe ; herein  then  it  may  be  ufed 
with  double  advantage,  for  befides  this  pro- 
perty, it  will  prevent  thofe  effects  which 
iometimes  attend  the  ufe  of  mercury, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell  of  Edinburgh  fuppofes 
indeed  that  the  advantages  of  opium  under 
this  fituation,  w'hich  he  acknowledges  to  be  i 
very  confiderable,  are  owing  entirely  to  its  al-  • | 
laying  irritability,  but  this  can  hardly  be  ad-- 
mi  t ted; 

When  by  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  the 
bubo  begins  to  diminifh  in  fize,  and  becomes 
much  lefs  painful,  we  have  only  to  proceed  a 
fufficient  length  of  time  in  the  fame  remedies 
to  complete  the  cure,  taking  care  to  moderate 
the  adtion  of  the  mercury.  This  will  be  of 
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importance,  becaufe  the  patient’s  recovery  will 
depend  in  this,  as  under  every  other  flage  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  on  the  regularity  and  con- 
tinuance of  this  treatment.  If  the  mercury 
difag rees  much,  he  will  be  obliged  to  debit 
from  it,  before  he  has  ufed  fufficient  to  render 
him  fecure  from  a relap fe. 

Aflruc,  Wifeman,  Turner,  and  feveral  other 
authors  on  this  fubjedt,  have  advifed  the  re-* 
peated  ufe  of  purgatives  in  this  cafe ; that  as 
foon  as  the  mercury  began  to  affedt  the  mouth, 
a purgative  fhould  be  given  to  carry  off  the 
humors,  and  to  allay  the  ferment,  as  they  ex- 
prefs  it ; but  this  pradtice  is  now  obfolete,  the 
venereal  virus  not  being  eradicated  by  any  eva- 
cuations whatfoever,  and  every  interruption  to 
the  mercurial  adtion  proving  an  impediment 
to  the  cure. 

How  long  it  is  neceffary  to  purfue  the  ufe 
of  mercury  when  bubo  has  made  its  appear- 
ance, is  a queftion  of  fome  nicety,  and  muff 
entirely  depend  on  the  effedls  which  it  has  pro- 
duced, and  the  progrefs  of  the  cure.  We  are 
inclined  to  judge  of  the  effedl  which  mercury 
has  upon  the  conftitution,  from  the  ffate  of 
the  gums,  but  this  is  fallible.  A perfon  of  a 

P fcorbutic 


( ’>0  ) 

fcorbulic  habit  may  have  the  mouth  ferioufly 
affedted,  arid  to  that  degree  even  that  it  will 
be  prudent  to  defift  for  fear  of  mortification , 
and  yet  the  conflitutional  effedts  be  very  tri- 
vial . We  are  to  judge  rather  by  the  pulfe,  by 
the  appetite,  and  by  the  thirft  j if  the  pulfe 
is  quickened,  and  the  patient  is  reftlefs  and 
uneafy  at  night,  we  may  fairly  infer  this  dif- 
turbance  arifes  from  the  mercury ; and  as  the 
appearance  of  bubo  is  only  a local  and  primary 
fymptom,  the  fame  length  of  time  as  was  ad- 
vifed  for  chancre  will  here  alfo  prove  fuffi- 
cient,  which  is  between  three  and  four  weeks. 

When  the  efforts  we  have  made  to  accom- 
p'lifh  the  refolution  of  the  tumor,  prove  inef- 
fe'dtual,  and  matter  is  evidently  formed,  we 
are  next  to  confider  in  What  way  it  can  be 
moil  beneficially  difeharged.  The  opening  of 
thefe  tumors  muff  either  be  fpontaneous  or  ar- 
tificial, and  when  the  latter  is  preferred,  it  may 
he  done  either  by  cauftic  or  the  knife. 

There  has  been  much  controverfy  among 
medical  men  with  regard  to  this  fubjedt ; thofe 
who  have  recommended  the  ufe  of  inftruments, 
maintain  that  they  Oan  hereby  make  fuch  a 
free  incifion  as  will  effedhially  prevent  the  for- 
mation 
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mation  of  fiftu lae,  but  this  reafoning  is  more 

fpecious  than  corred. 

It  is  only  in  fome  particular  cafes  that  thele 
fiflulte  are  to  be  apprehended,  and  indepen- 
dent of  this  fuppofed  advantage,  there  are  ma- 
ny cogent  objedions  to  the  piadice. 

In  all  ulcerated  furfaces,  it  is  of  importance 
to  allay,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  irritability 
of  the  part;  this  is  in  no  cafe  moie  elfential 
than  in  venereal  furfaces.  I have  known  in- 
fiances of  perfons  who  from  meiely  lefiding 
in  a Situation  where  the  mind  was  fomewhat 
harafled,  have  had  the  venereal  fore  more  ex- 
afperated  and  inflamed,  and  chancres  from  the 
fame  caufe  frequently  increafe  in  flze  and  ma- 
lignity. 

The  ufe  of  a cutting  inftrument,  therefore, 
fhould  for  this  fame  reafon  in  general  be  laid 
afide ; as  in  the  firfl  place,  the  patients  who 
are  under  the  adion  of  mercury,  are  fo  ex- 
tremely intimidated  at  fuch  a proceeding,  that 
they  tremble  at  the  idea  of  an  operation,  which 
on  another  occaflon  they  would  have  fubmitted 
to  with  alacrity ; befides,  that  the  part  where 
the  pundure  or  incifion  is  made  is  in  a difeafed 
date,  and  not  fit  to  be  reunited ; fo  that  the 

P % furgeon 
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Imgeon  is  obliged  either  to  repeat  the  opera- 
tion and  remove  the  edges  of  the  fore,  or  to 
effedt  the  fame  purpofe  by  applying  cauftic. 
As  this  will,  in  all  probability,  be  required, 
it  is  thciefore  a judicious  pradtjee  to  open  bu- 
boes, when  in  a proper  ftate,  by  cauftic,  and 
not  by  incifion. 

Some  will  poftibly  imagine  they  difeover 
an  inconftftency  in  this  advice,  if  I lay  that  we 
fhould  not  irritate  thefe  fores,  why  then  apply 
cauftic  ? but  this  is  not  a paradox,  in  many 
very  iriitable  ulcers,  that  irritability  is  removed 
by  cauftic  dieflings,  which  would  be  increafed 
by  undtions  and  emollient  applications. 

After  all,  the  principal  queftion  with  regard 
to  luppurating  bubo,  is  not  fo  much  the  mode 
of  evacuating  the  matter  as  the  plan  which 
ought  to  be  purfued  relative  to  internal  reme- 
dies. It  muft  appear  obvious  to  every  perfon 
that  as  a bubo  is  here  occafioned  by  poifon, 
that  poifon  ought  to  be  deftroyed  as  fpeedily 
and  effe&ually  as  poflible.  The  more  com- 
pletely the  venereal  adfion  has  been  lubdued 
by  mercury,  the  more  readily  will  the  fore 
heal ; and  therefore  this  fhould  be  conti- 
nued, even  whilft  the  bubo  is  in  a fuppu- 

rating 
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rating  condition.  Some  recommend  the  ufe 
of  plaifters,  fuch  as  the  warm  gums,  the  di- 
achylon with  the  gum,  &c.  but  thefe  irri- 
tate the  Ikin,  become  entangled  in  the  hair, 
and  are  in  all  refpefts  lefs  proper  than  the 
poultices,  of  which  the  linfeed  meal  and 
warm  water  is  one  of  the  beft,  and  this  may 
be  rendered  more  a£live  by  diffolving  in  it 
fome  ftimulating  ointment. 

In  the  treatment  of  thefe  cafes  we  ought 
always  to  bear  this  circumftance  in  our  re- 
colle&ion,  that  a bubo  may  continue  after 
the  caufe  producing  it  is  removed;  and 
what  is  equally  effential  for  our  confidera- 
tion?  that  new  difpofitions  may  be  induced 
in  a part  by  that  caufe  which  has  been  thus 
overcome.  Though  mercury  will  be  very 
neceffary  to  the  cure  of  bubo,  it  can  only 
be  advantageoufly  employed  within  certain 
limitations ; and  an  ulcerated  bubo  frequent- 
ly becomes  exafperated  during  its  ufe. 
Whenever  this  happens,  we  mull  vary  our 
pra&ice.  If  when  the  conftitution  is  evi- 
dently a&ed  upon  by  the  power  of  mer- 
cury we  find  no  amendment,  but  on  the 
contrary  an  aggravation  of  the  difeafe,  it 

r 

would 


( 1[4  ) 

would  be  more  than  folly  to  perfift  in  the 
lame  means,  and  this  I believe  is  the  only 
criterion  by  which  we  can  be  governed. 

Long  and  repeated  experience  has  taught 
us  in  this  predicament  to  rely  on  the  ufe  of 
bark,  opium,  and  farfaparilla. 

In  many  fuch  inltances  I have  employed 
the  volatile  fpirit  with  great  advantage,  and 
have  combined  it  with  aromatics. 

The  following  limple  formula  anfwers 
very  well. 


No.  12. — R.  Sp'.  C.  C.  g'.  xxx. 

Ptilv.  Aromat.  gr.  xv. 

Aq.  Diftillaf.  Jits. 

M.  f.  Hauft.  ter  die  fumend. 


When  a bubo  has  broke,  or  has  been 
opened  and  thus  changed  to  an  ulcer,  much 
will  depend  on  proper  dreffings. 

A furgeon  (hould  make  very  free  with 
cauflic  applications  at  fir.ft,  in  order  to  bring 
it  into  a fmooth  granulating  furface.  Though 
the  edges  of  the  fore  are  in  general  fo  thick- 
ened and  difeafed  as  to  render  their  removal 
necelfary,  this  will  not  be  requifite  till  we 
have  improved  the  bottom  of  it,  and  have 
brought  on  healthy  granulations;  for  this 

purpofe 
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purpofe  the  red  precipitate,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called,  anfwers  bell,  or  folutions  of 
lunar  cauflic. 

It  is  obferved  fometimes  with  regard  to 
venereal  ulcers,  as  well  indeed  as  with  others 
which  do  not  partake  of  this  nature,  that 
after  going  on  favourably  and  progreflively 
to  heal,  they  change  their  charaHers  and  be- 
come more  painful  and  extenfive  ; this  is 
owing  to  fome  constitutional  alteration. 
Change  of  air,  in  general,  does  more  here 
than  any  profeflionaHkill,  neverthelefs  a great 
deal  may  be  done  by  varying  the  drefhngs. 

1 It  is  in  fuch  cafes,  I think,  that  the  applica- 
tion of  powders  to  the  fore  anfwers  beft;  for 
as  the  difcharge  becomes  more  thin  and  acri- 
monious, it  muff  by  abforbing  it  prove  a 
defence  to  the  fore. 

r ^ 

For  this  purpofe  fome  have  recommended 
chalk.  Mr.  Home  lays  great  flrefs  on  rhu- 
barb and  columbo,  others  prefer  and  extol 
chamomile  flowers  powdered.  They  all  pof- 
fefs  merit  to  a certain  degree,  but  it  would 
be  ignorant  and  empirical  to  propofe  either 
of  them  as  a fpecific,  lince  every  unpreju, 
diced  and  fcientific  furgeon  will  confefs  that 

the 


( Ii6  ) nj 

the  progrefs  of  an  ulcer  depends  more  on  the-  i 
ftate  of  the  conftitution  than  any  other  caufe,  i 
which  local  remedies  have  no  power  to  corre6h  i 

I have  experienced  great  advantages  in 
fome  of  thefe  cafes  from  the  ufeof  the  oleum' 
Jini  (fine  igne)  or  cold-drawn  linfeed-oil. 
Mr.  Cline  tells  us  that  in  very  defperate  can-  \ 
cerous  ulceration  he  has  feen  this  fo  far  effi- 
cacious, as  to  abate  its  malignancy,  and  even 
to  make  it  heal  in  fome  places ; from  his  ob- 
fervations  I was  induced  to  employ  it  here, 
and  have  great  confidence  in  afferting  its  ef- 
ficacy. 

Laftly,  I would  obferve  that  much  will  de- 
pend on  the  patient’s  ftate  of  mind.  I remem- 
ber one  very  unfortunate  cafe  which  was  in 
the  Locke-Hofpital : A young  lad  not  nine- 
teen years  old  had  by  neglecl  loft  his  penis 
entirely ; and  though  he  was  now,  as  may  be 
fuppofed,  under  the  rnoft  able  praftitioners, 
the  ulceration  increafed  rapidly,  a portion  of 
the  fcrotum  fioughed  and  laid  the  tefticle  bare, 
■and  the  ulcer  extended  along  the  groin  like- 
wife.  In  this  cafe,  I am  firmly  perfuaded, 
the  idea  of  his  fituation  contributed  in  no 
finall  degree  to  augment  his  bufferings. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  ACCOUNT 

OI1  THE 

AUTHORS 

WHO'  HAVE  WRITTEN  ON 

LUES  VENEREA,  &c. 


CONTINUED  FROM  THE  YEAR  1735, 


A S the  learried  Dr.  Aftruc  has  obliged  the 
world  with  an  hiftorical  and  critical  ac- 
count Of  the  various  writings  relative  to  the  fub- 
jeeft  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  world  from  the  firft  introduction  of  the  dif- 


eafe itfelf,  to  the  date  above  mentioned,  it  will 
be  an  unnecefTary  undertaking  to  repeat  what  he 
has  already  fo  judicioufly  performed.  Whoever 
wifhes  to  be  informed  of  the  opinions  that  have 
been  entertained  by  medical  authors,  prior  to  the 
date'  above  mentioned,  may  fatisfy  his  curiofity 
by  a reference  to  thofe  works  which  he  has  coi- 
ned and  enumerated. 
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But  if  this  tafk  was  confidercd  worthy  the  at- 
tention and  application  of  fuch  a character,  it  will 
furely  not  be  lefs  defirable  that  the  works  which, 
have  fince  made  their  appearance,  fhould  be  re- 
corded in  a fimilar  manner,  and  the  ftudent 
be  enabled  to  choofe  thofe  moft  entitled  to  pe- 
rufal. 

Without  attempting  to  difparage,  or  depreciate 
the  merit  of  the  ancients,  it  will  be  but  juftice  to 
affert,  that  furgery  has  been  greatly  improved 
within  the  laft  fifty  years,  and  that  this  branch 
like  wife  has  derived  great  advantages  from  the  abi- 
lities of  modern  practitioners. 

This  alone  would  be  an  apology  for  the  concife 
hiftory  which  I purpofe  to  deliver;  but  there  is 
another  no  lefs  forcible,  for  among  the  multitude 
of  publications  which  this  Subject  has  given  rife 
to,  there  are  many  which  have  no  claim  to  atten- 
tion, and  which  it  would  be  altogether  unprofit- 
able to  perufe ; thefe,  therefore,  wilf  be  briefly 
pointed  out,  whilft  the  merits  of  more  creditable 
performances  will  be  confidercd  in  a manner  more 
minute  and  extenfive. 

We  cannot  begin  this  detail  with  any  perfon  fo 
properly  as  with  the  learned  author  whofe  name 
has  juft  been  mentioned. 

In  the  year  1736,  John  Aftruc,  M.  D.  phy- 
sician 
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fidan  'to  the  then  reigning  king  of  France,  under- 
took to  publifh  a complete  hiftory  of  the  origin, 
nature  and  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe ; and  what- 
ever faults  or  imperfedions  criticifm  may  deted, 
every  one  muft  admit  he  is  entitled  to  confidera- 
ble  applaufe.  In  him  we  have  an  epitome  of  eve- 
ry thing  which  was  at  that  period  underftood,  and 
whether  we  confidcr  the  arrangement  or  the  dili- 
gence with  which  it  was  conduded,  he  is  equally 
entitled  to  applaufe. 

We  muft  not,  however^  be  fo  far  prejudiced  in 
his  favour  as  to  overlook  the  exceptionable  part  of 
his  writings. 

He  has  diligently  colleded  whatever  the  inge- 
nuity of  his  predeedfors  had  fuggefted  relative  to 
the  origin  of  the  difeafe,  and  endeavours  to  prove 
that  it  was  produced  by  the  promifeuous  ufe  of 
venery  ; an  opinion  which  he  conceives  probable, 
becaufe  the  menftrual  difeharge  of  women  in  hot 
countries  is  much  more  acrid  and  malignant  than 
in  temperate  climates.  He  quotes  Tavernier,  a 
French  traveller,  who  fays,  u that  the  women 
among  the  Caffries,  and  efpecially  on  the  coaft  of 
Melinda,  are  of  fo  virulent  a difpofition,  at  the 
time  of  their  menftrual  difeharge,  that  if  the  Eu- 
ropeans ftand  any  time  near  the  urine  they  have 
lately  made,  they  fhall  not  only  be  feized  with  a 

0^2  fcvei 
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fever  and  head-ache,  but  fometimes  with  the  pef-r 
tilencc.  from  this  acrimony  and  the  lafeivious 
propen fi ties  of  the  uncivilized  inhabitants  of  the 
maimer  climates,  he  concludes,  originated  lues 
venerea. 

One  can  fcarccly  fuppofe  this  opinion  could 
have  been  ferioufly  accredited  by  our  author,  as  it 
will  by  no  means  ftand  the  teft  of  ferutiny.  Could 
lues  venerea  have  been  produced  by  fexual  inter- 
courfe,  and  yet  not  known  till  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tuiy?  I confefs,  for  my  own  part,  this  requires 
greater  credulity  than  I can  boaft  of. 

What  feems  to  me  more  naturally  to  account 
for  its  origin.  Dr.  Aftruc  has  treated  with  con- 
tempt, I mean  the  fuggeftion  of  Van  Helmont, 
that  it  was  from  an  unnatural  connexion  with 
fome  animal,  that  this  malady  fprung.  That  dif- 
eales  may  arife  fpontaneoufly  in  fome  animals,  is 
evinced  by  the  hydrophobia  of  canine  animals,  and 
that  their  difeafes  may  be  tranfplanted  into  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  is  proved  by  this  as  well  as  the  cow- 
pox.  I cannot  help  epnfidering  it  an  omiftioii  in 
this  author,  therefore,  that  he  has  thought  proper 
to  rejed  this  opinion,  without  at  leaft  offering 
fomething  in  proof  of  its  infufficiency. 

Dr.  Aftruc  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  like  many  other  dreadful  djforder^, 

will 
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will  gradually  become  extinct  ; that  even  in  isis 
own  time  it  had  abated  confiderably  of  its  origi- 
nal violence,  and  was  gradually  retiring  from  the 

world. 

That  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful  poifon  fhould 
i have  been  lefs  formidable  in  Dr.  Aftruc’s  period 
than  it  was  at  firft,  may  eafily  be  admitted,  be- 
caufe  the  efficacy  of  mercury  was  then  generally 
known ; and  though  they  were  not  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  its  application,  they  had  found 
fufficient  advantages  from  its  ufe,  to  rely  on  it  as  the 
only  fpecific.  No  one,  then,  would  be  fo  totally 
regardlefs  of  himfelf,  as  to  neglect  the  means  of 
relief  which  were  both  certain  and  attainable,  till 
he  had  approached  the  moft  dangerous  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  and  thus  we  can  eafily  account  for 
the  melioration  of  fymptoms.  But  let  me  aik  the 
moft  judicious  practitioner,  let  me  afk  the  mail 
whofe  extenfive  practice  gives  him  opportunities 
of  examining  the  qucftion  : If  the  difeafe  is  more 
tractable  or  lefs  general  than  it  was  twenty  years 
ago?  Even  with  the  improvements  which  furgery 
has  received,  and  notwithftanding  our  familiarity 
with  mercury,  in  a hundred  varied  forms,  can  wc 
cure  with  greater  certainty  or  greater  expedition  ? 
So  far  from  it,  I will  venture  to  reply,  that  judg- 
ing from  what  I have  read,  for  I can  judge  by  no 

other 
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ofcXer  rule  of  what  has  formerly  occurred,  an 
comparing  it  with  the  refult  of  my  own  obfcrv  i ] 
tion,  the  difeafe  was  never  more  obfiinate,  con  \ jjj 
plicated  and  anomalous  than  at  prefent.  The  r j 
fpedable  Mr.  Howard,  a furgeon  of  great  eroijj 
nencc  and  long  experience  declares,  that  with  s 
his  period  it  has  undergone  that  change  only,  th  , 
it  is  lefs  than  ever  under  our  management  ar.  . 
controul.  This  brings  no  confirmation  to  D 
Aftruc’s  opinion  ; it  is  upwards  of  fifty  years  fine  ; 
he  broached  it,  and  if  it  had  been  corred,  inftea. 
of  feeing  multitudes  fall  vidims  to  its  violence* 
we  fhould  at  this  period  have  congratulated  our  : 
felvcs  on  the  extindion  of  the  difeafe. 

This  author  has  endeavoured  to  explain  the  na- 
ture of  the  poifon,  but  it  will  hardly  be  worth  th. 
attention  of  a pradical  reader  to  enquire  vha 
theories  have  been  offered  on  this  point,  and  j 
lhall  not  comment  on  dodrines  which,  howevei 
fubtile  or  ingenious,  contribute  little  to  the  alle- 
viation of  human  mifery.  It  will  be  fufficient  ta 
mention,  « That,  in  all  probability,  (fays  Dr. 
Aftruc)  the  venereal  poifon  is  of  an  acid  or  falfo- 
acid,  corrofive  and  fixed  nature,  not  much  unlike 
the  common  corrofive  waters,  for  from  this  pro- 
perty alone,  the  poifon  feems  fo  difpofed  to  bring  : 
on  an  inflammation,  exulceration  and  induration,  i 

and 
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iand  f0  unfit  to  convey  the  contagion  prefently  to 
j1  diftance.”  The  reader  will  fubjoin  his  own  re- 
marks to  this  affertion,  and  determine  how  far  it 
(merits  examination. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  conclude,  that  Dn 
lAtouc’s  work  forms  a valuable  collection  of  the 
: doCtrines  of  his  time,  and  as  he  has  been  both 
■faithful  and  laborious,  he  has  a ftrong  claim  to 
Dur  gratitude  and  admiration. 

There  are  many  publications  which  have  fince 
aeen  brought  forward,  that  will  afford  more  prac- 
tical inftruCtion.  Aftruc  was  a compiler  rather* 
:han  an  obferver,  and  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  him 
! To  unacquainted  with  the  difeafe  of  which  he  has 
given  fuch  an  elaborate  account,  as  we  difeover 
i him  to  be:  of  this  I will  only  offer  one  proof, 
In  the  part  which  treats  of  chancre,  he  declares 
that  it  never  occurs  on  the  outer  furface  of  the 
fkin  which  covers  the  penis*,  is  a fad  which  every 

ane  at  prefent  mufl  know  is  undeniable.  I have 

* 

now  a patient  with  four  chancres  on  this  part, 
where  he  afferts  one  is  never  found. 

* Ulcufcula  enim  venerea,  ut  modo  dicebamus,  in  viris 
aalano  quidem,  balani  coronas,  fraeno,  et  internae  praspulii 
□arti  mC\dent,  /iv>iqva;/i  vero  externa:  ejusdem  faciei,  aut  reliquai 
cuti  qua  penis  vestitur. 

Adruc  de  Morb.  Vener.  lib,  iij.  Ch,  vij. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Aftruc’s  work  has  been  accurately  tranfla' 
ed  into  Englilh,  by  Dr.  William  Barrowbey ; bn 
a feeond  edition  publiftied  in  latin  by  its  autho  . 
is  more  copious  and  complete. 

Aphrodifiacus , containing  a Summary  of  the  ancier 
Writers  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  i Jli  Of  its  Orr 
gin;  idly.  Symptoms;  and  3, ily , Method  of  Cun- 
By  an  anonymous  Author . 

This  being  fuperfeded  by  the  more  extenfive  worf 
laft  noticed,  contains  nothing  to  intereft  or  im 
Plove>  and  it  is  owing  probably  to  the  celebrity  ©■ 
Aftruc’s  publication,  that  for  fome  time  after- 
wards,  no  work  of  confiderable  confequence  made 
its  appearance. 


1737.  

About  this  time  Dr.  Armftrong  publiftied  a 
fC  Synopfts  of  the  hiftory  and  cure  of  venereal  dif- 
eafes  in  one  oftavo  volume,  which  gives  a very 
faithful  and  judicious  abridgement  of  the  various 
writers  on  this  fubjeeft.  He  has  begun  with  Se- 
baftianus  Aquilianus,  who  publifhed  in  1498,  and 
concluded  with  Dr.  Aftruc,  whofe  writings  he 
epitomized.  There  is  little  roorin  for  remark  on 

this 
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this  performance,  but  it  may  be  afferted  that  he 
extracted  the  marrow  of  his  authors. 

In  the  Year 

» 

— 173 8.  

appeared  a tranflatioii  of 

A 'dreatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe , containing  a 
Method  of  curing  it  without  Salivation , Danger, 
or  great  Ex-pence,  by  Pierre  Default,  M.  D. 
Member  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  at  Bourdeaux. 
By  John  Andre,  M.  D. 

The  mod:  prominent  and  peculiar  objed:  of  this 
work,  is  to  enforce  the  practice  of  giving  purga- 
tives, and  to  carry  off  the  difeafe  by  the  fecretion 
from  the  bowels; 

We  are  not  likely  to  be  milled  by  this  author  at 
the  prefent  day,  when  the  lVioft  ignorant  is  aware 
of  the  inefficiency  of  his  prefeription ; but  to 
lhew  how  ingenioufly  a man  may  reconcile  his 
theory  with  his  praftice,  when  the  mind  is  en- 
tangled by  prepoffeffion,  I fhall  fried:  the  follow- 
ing  paragraph.  “ Now,  fince  evacuation  by  ffool 
depreffes  the  falivation,  and  as  in  return  falivation 
locks  up  the  belly,  as  thefe  evacuations  incrcafc 
and  diminifh  at  the  expence  of  each  other,  fo  that 
I have  often  compared  them  to  two  beams  of  a 
fcale,  one  fifing  fas  the  other  falls;  thefe  certain 

K-  fa  r Q o 


fadts,  known  by  all  practitioners,  prove  indifpu- 
tably  that  the  fame  matter  which  furnifhes  the 
flux  of  the  belly,  fupplies  alfo  falivation  ; where- 
fore it  is  not  material  to  the  fafcty  of  the  cure, 
which  way  the  evacuation  is  made.”  This  is  be- 
ing egrcgioufly  miftaken. 

In  fucceflion  to  this  appeared 

i „ . 

A Treat  if e on  the  efficacy  of  Injections  in  the  Cure  of 
Virulent  Gonorrhoeas , (Ac.  in  a Letter  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Phyficians.  By  J.  Garrick , Surgeon. 

A very  trifling  pamphlet,  and  not  deferving  any 
particular  confideration. 

About  this  time,  Mons.  Daran,  a practitioner 
in  Paris,  having  made  himfelf  notorious  in  the 
treatment  of  diforders  of  the  urethra,  Mr.  Tom- 
kyns,  an  Englifh  furgeon,  went  there  in  order  to 
acquire  fome  information  from  this  gentleman, 
with  whom  he  continued  fome  time  as  an  afliftant, 
and  on  his  return  publilhed  a tranflation  of  his 
works,  entitled 

Chirurgical  Obfcrvations  on  the  Diforders  of  the 

Urethra. 

The  principal  doCtrines  inculcated  in  this  pub- 
lication are  the  exiftcncc  of  ulcers  in  cafes  of  go- 
norrhoea. 
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norrlKW,  and  that  obftruftions  to  the  paf&ge  of 

urine  are  owing  much  more  commonly  to  carun- 
cles and  carnofities,  than  (Induces  or  contradions 
of  the  canal.  Thefe  complaints  he  profeffes  to 

cure  “ when  no  other  man  can.” 

The  intelligent  reader  will  not  require  to  be 
told  that  this  opinion  of  the  exigence  of  ulcers  and 
carnofities  is  founded  in  error,  ulcer  under  go- 
norrhoea being  a very  Angular  occurrence,  and  ca- 
runcle and  carnofity  feldom  known  to  exift.  This 
was  believed  to  be  the  cafe  by  thofe  whofe  anato- 
mical inveftigations  belt  qualified  them  to  judge 
even  at  that  period.  Dionis  and  Palfyn,  contem- 
poraries with  Daran,  after  repeated  examinations 
of  thofe  who  died,  pofitively  difavowed  the  exift- 
ence  of  caruncle  in  the  urethra,  which  was  like^ 
wife  maintained  by  Monf.  Petit,  and  De  la  Faye, 
both  men  of  rigid  veracity  and  accurate  refearch  ; 
but  our  author  by  a fingular  manoeuvre  endea- 
vours to  invalidate  their  evidence.  For,  fays  he, 
as  the  number  of  thofe  bodies  which  have  not  been  ex- 
mined,  is  infinitely  greater  than  thofe  which  have , 
the  negative  argument  of  the  latter  proves  nothing. 

As  to  the  benefits  of  Daran’s  practice,  it  is  of 
little  ufe  for  us  to  enquire  ; he  had  not  the  libera- 
lity to  communicate  his  difeoveries,  as  he  terms 
them,  to  the  world,  and  is  no  better,  undoubted- 
ly 2 ly* 
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u^atcvcr  might  have  been  his  rank  of  his  ce- 
lebiity,  than  a dignified  empiric.  By  his  public 
avowal  of  fuperior  (kill  (to  which  confeffion  his 
modefty  proved  no  obftacle)  he  contrived  to 
draw  a multitude  of  patents  to  him,  and  fome 
of  the  cafes  arc  interefting  and  important ; but  the 
pretence  to  fome  fccret  property  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  his  bougies,  {hews  us  that  little  depen- 
dance  is  to  be  placed  in  the  rationale  of  his  practice. 

The  tranflator  has  endeavoured  to  excufe  Daran 
foi  concealing  his  remedies,  by  afligning  for  it  no 
very  Battering  reafon,  for  like  many  other  valua- 
ble remedies,  fays  he,  when  once  known,  it  would 
be  foon  forgotten  j and  as  fome  would  have  been 
for  adding,  others  for  curtailing,  the  original  re- 
cipe would  have  been  loft  in  the  multitude  of  al- 
terations. From  thi$  Bight  delineation  of  the 
-character  of  this  work,  the  medical  reader  will  be 
enabled  to  appreciate  its  value,  and  as  ftrictures 
are  a frequent  confequence  of  venereal  affecftions, 
the  confideration  of  this  treatife  will  not,  I truft, 
be  deemed  impertinent  to  my  undertaking 

Soon  after  this  appeared  an  ingenious  little 
tracft,  by  Mr.  Gataker, 

Oft  Venereal  Complaints , and  on  the  methods  recom- 
mendedfor  the  Cure. 


This 


, C I29  ) 

This  fenfible  and  candid  writer  would  have  Mid 
greater  obligations  on  the  world  and  the  profeflion, 
had  he  been  a little  more  voluminous ; this  pam- 
phlet not  being  more  than  fixty-fix  pages.  He 
has  herein  fuccefsfully  combated  the  fentiments  of 
Daran,  and  pointed  out  with  equal  judgment  and 
impartiality,  the  imperfections  and  errors  of  the 
two  principal  authors  which  were  then  generally 
read,  Aftruc  and  Turner.  The  fecond,  which 
foon  fucceeded  the  other,  contains  fome  judicious 
remarks  on  the  adminiftration  of  mercury,  and  li- 
mits the  advantages  of  mercurial  fumigations, 
which  his  predecelfor  Turner  fo  powerfully  re- 
commends to  the  real  ftandard  of  their  excel- 
lence. 

I lhall  not  digrefs  too  much,  I trull,  in  obferv- 
i ing,  that  fome  perfons  were  fo  attached  to  this 
i method,  as  to  maintain  its  pre  eminence  over  that 
i of  every  other  preparation.  Our  countryman. 
Turner,  whom  I have  juft  mentioned,  efpoufed 
the  practice,  and  Lalonette,  in  France,  by  certain 
i mechanical  contrivances,  having  rendered  its  ge- 
neral application  to  the  whole  furface  of  the  body 
j eafy  and  practicable,  has  written  ex  profeflo  upon 
the  fubjeCt  ; but  fince  then  the  learned  and  faga- 
! C10us  Mr.  Pearfon,  has,  by  fair  experiment,  af- 

certained 
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c coined  its  proper  advantages,  and  his  opinion , 
will  be  found  to  correfpond  with  our  author,  who 
fays,  “ This  method  has  been  tried  in  our  hofpi- 
tals  with  great  diligence  and  care,  and  fo  little 
good  has  arifen  from  the  experiments,  that  it  re- 
tains but  a very  fmall  degree  of  its  former  credit. . 
In  a few  cafes  it  may  give  a flight  check  to,  or 
poflibly  occafion  a temporary  difappearance  of  the 
fymptoms  ; but  without  at  all  advancing  an  eflab-  ■ 
li/bed  cured ’ In  Gataker’s  work,  fmall  as  it  is, , 
we  can  fee  the  progreffive  fteps  by  which  we  at- 
tain to  a more  intimate  and  corred  knowledge  of 
difeafes,  and  their  treatment ; he  has  exploded ! 

fome  errors,  and  fome  be  has  left  for  future  cor- 

* 

redion.  Will  every  medical  man  affent  to  the 
following  proportion  ? <c  Swellings  in  the  groin, 
which  occur  in  venereal  cafes,  are  undoubtedly 
efforts  of  nature  to  throw  out  the  poifon  from 
the  conflitution  and  again,  “ A confirmed  pox 
may  undoubtedly  be  fometimes  cured  effedually 
by  diet-drinks.” 

After  this,  the  following  produdions  iffued 
from  the  prefs,  in  rapid  fucceffion  to  each  other. 

1.  A Practical  Treat  if c on  the  Venereal  D if  cafe,  by 
Thomas  Neale , Surgeon. 

1.  A 
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a.  A Compendious  and  eafy  Method  of  curing  the 
’ y irillent  Stillicidium , commonly  called  Gonorrhoea, 
wiib  an  Account  of  the  Efficacy  of  Plummer's  Pill, 
in  cafes  of  Chancre , Buboes,  &c.  By  J.  Norman, 
Surgeon  to  the  Brifiol  Infirmary . 

v A Diffiertation  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  wherein  the  pathological  Hiftory 
cf  that  Df order  is  fully  confidered,  the  Merit  oj 
the  different  Methods  hitherto  ufed  are  impartially 
enquired  into , and  a new  Method  of  treating  it 
propofed;  by  which  it  may  be  cured  zvith  greater 
Certainty,  and  much  lefs  Banger,  than  by  fucb 
Courfes  as  have  hitherto  been  pradliced.  By  M. 
Mooney,  M.  D. 

The  firft  of  thefe  three  is  too  contemptible  to 
merit  inveftigation,  being  the  paltry  produdion 
of  an  illiterate  man  ; neither  does  the  fecond  raife 
its  author-very  high  in  the  annals  of  medical  repu- 
tation. He  endeavours  to  prove  that  gonorrhoea 
is  a local  difeafe,  and  is  moft  effedually  and  fpee- 
dily  cured  by  the  ufe  of  Sharp’s  .bougies.  I will 
not  difpute  the  locality  of  this  fymptom,  or  deny 
the  efficacy  of  Sharp’s  bougies  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances ; but  I mull  pronounce  the  evidence 
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3lr  has  Educed,  infufficient  to  eftablifh  their  fupe, 
nonty,-  as  they  were  generally  feconded  by  bleed- 
wg,  purging,  aftringent  injedtions,  &c. 

Dr.  Mooney’s  work  is’ entitled  to  more  refpedt- 
ful  attention,  though  it  is  not  remarkable  for  co- 
pioufnefs  or  originality.  Dr.  M.  feems  inclined 
to  the  humoral  pathology,  as  he  confiders  warm- 
bathing  and  lenient  cathartics  very  efficacious  in 
expelling  the  venereal  virus,  and  generally  con- 
demns that  tedious  (but  I will  add  often  indif- 
penfible)  procefs,  falivation.  Thofe  who  can 
confide  in  the  infallibility  of  a fpecific,  will  feel 
indebted  to  the  dodlor  for  divulging  a remedy  for 
gleets,  to  which  he  affigns  that  property,  and 
which  I fhall  here  infert. 

Two  grains  of  ceratum  antinmiii  with  a Sufficient 
quantity  of  Ext.  Cort.  Peruv.  gradually  increafing 
the  quantity  of  the  Cerat.  Anti  won.  to  the  utmoft  the 
ronftitution  will  eafily  bear.  Phis  dofe  to  be  conti- 
nued till  the  cure  is  perfected,  at  the  fame  time  ufing 
a cold  bath. 

Notwithftanding  the  fertility  of  this  literary 
field,  a iew  years  elapfed  from  this  period,  before 
any  other  author  of  tolerable  talents  came  for- 
ward ; but  as  it  is  my  prefent  intention  to  give  a 

catalogue 
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catalogue  of  every  thing  that  has  been  written, 
however  fimple  or  inflgnificant,  within  a certain 
period,  it  will  be  an  infringement  on  my  plan,  to 
make  any  exceptions. 

About  the  year 

• 1757.  

An  undertaking  was  begun  by  feveral  of  the 
firft  medical  characters  in  London,  to  promote 
• the  advancement  of  medical  knowledge,  by  fe- 
le&ing  and  concentrating  in  one  voldme,  the  unit- 
ed experience  of  each  individual  practitioner,  and 
this  compilation  appeared  under  the  title  of 

Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  expatiate  on  the  ge- 
neral merits  and  utility  of  this  work,  which  I be- 
lieve have  been  properly  appreciated ; there  is 
only  one  part  which  it  will  be  feafonablc  to  no- 
tice here,  being  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Fordyce  on 
the  ufe  of  farfaparilla  in  venereal  complaints.  Dr. 
Fordyce  has  very  judiciou fly  defined  the  benefits 
which  may  be  expected  from  this  article,  in  the 
treatment  of  fiphylitic  fymptoms  ; but  if  I may 
prefume  to  criticifc  on  one  fo  confeffediy  fupe- 

S rior 
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rior  to  myfeif,  I would  affert  that  he  has  miftaken  ' 
the  principle  on  which  thefe  benefits  depend,  ln- 
ftead  of  confidering  farfaparilla  as  the  corrector  of 
the  fyftem,  and  the  antidote  in  fome  meafure  to 
mercury,  he  ranks  it  as  an  antivenereal ; which 
property  fome  of  his  own  obfervations  prove  it 
does  not  poffefs.  He  fays  “ Mercury  alone  will 
in  general  cure  mod  venereal  complaints.  The 
farfaparilla  will  perhaps  always  cure  what  refills 
the  power  of  mercury.  It  is  therefore  probable,  • 
that  we  may  find  in  mercury  and  farfaparilla,  pro- 
perly combined,  a certain  cure  for  every  cafe  that 
can  be  called  properly  venereal.”  This  is  an  at- 
tefiation  of  its  anti-fyphylitic  properties ; but 
when  he  fays,  “ In  fimple  chancres  it  will  do 
little  fervice  ; but  if  it  is  given  in  cafes  w'hcre  the 
chancres  or  buboes  will  not  heal  or  dilfolve,  after 
the  tfe  of  mercurial  unElion,  it  will  often  cure,  and 
always  do  manifeffc  fervice.”  This  is  diminifhing 
confiderably  that  confidence  which  the  preceding 
paragraph  is  calculated  to  infpire.  This  effay  is, 
however,  full  of  practical  information,  and  has  no 
doubt  contributed  to  the  introduction  and  credit 
of  a medicine,  which  Dr.  Marriott  and  others 
have  confidered  no  better  than  a " decoCtion  of 
pebble- Hones.” 


17>5S. 
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In  this  year  was  publifhed, 

tfhe  Navy-Snrgeon>  or  Practical  Syflem  of  Surgery , 
with  u Differ  tat  ion  on  Cold  and  Hot  Blineral 
Springs , &c.  By  John  Atkins , Surgeon. 

Mr.  Atkins  has  devoted  part  of  this  work  to 
the  confederation  of  lues  venerea,  and*  though  he 
is  certainly  a man  of  genius  as  well  as  medical 
learning,  he  fpeaks  with  too  much  confidence  of 
opinions,  that  he  has  not  inveftigated,  and  cannot 
maintain.  As  a proof,  may  be  adduced  his  obfer- 
vations  on  the  original  of  this  difeafe.  tf  No 
doubt,”  fays  he,  -{  it  reaches  in  antiquity  the  firft 
ages,  as  ancient  as  corrupted  nature  ; it  being  ir- 
rational either  to  fuppofe  a world  Grangers  to  the 
vice  that  contracts  it,  or  that  their  wickednefs  any 
more  than  ours  deferved  exemption.  No ; Pro- 
vidence, we  may  fafely  believe,  ftamped  an  imme- 
diate punifhment  on  this,  as  on  all  other  intem- 
perance and  fins  Ab  Origine ; that  the  pains  and 
fufferings  fucceeding  a vicious  courfe  of  life, 
might,  if  nothing  elfe  would,  reftore  us  to  virtue, 
and  be  both  a natural  and  moral  good  to  us/! 
This  kind  of  moral  argument,  will  not,  I pre- 

S 2 fume. 


I 


( *36  ) 

fume,  weigh  much  with  medical  men.  *0n  the 
propagation  of  the  difeafe,  this  writer  entertains 
an  opinion  fomewhat  lingular,  he  conceives  it  is 
abfolutely  forced  out  by  the  friction  and  excite- 
ment of  venereal  embraces,  in  a fimilar  manner 
with  the  production  of  heat  from  bodies  by  rub- 
bing ; and  hence  denies  the  poffibility  of  its  com- 
munication in  any  other  way  than  by  venereal  con- 
tact. He  fays,  f<  Lull  is  a very  neceifary  ad- 
junct for  communicating  infeCtion,  and  giving 
force  to  thofe  virulent  miafms  that  are,  as  it  were, 
darted  by  it  from  her.”  And  thus  he  adds,  “ Ma- 
ny infected  women  avoid  hurting  their  hulbands, 
principally  on  the  moderation  and  coolnefs  of  their 
enjoyments ; whereas  a ftranger  inciting  more  in- 
tenfe  and  vigorous  defires,  as  feldom  efcapes.” 
This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  author's  propenlity  to 
hypothecs,  the  merit  of  which  I will  leave  others 
to  explore.  Many  parts  of  his  difeourfe  are  really 
ufeful  and  practical,  though  it  cannot  be  faid  this 
was  his What  he  has  faid  on  wmunds,  ope- 
rations, &c.  with  which  it  is  probable  he  was 
more  familiar,  is  better  entitled  to  perufal. 

Wc  are  next  to  notice, 

A Plain  Account  of  the  Venereal  T)ifeafe>  with  the 

Method  of  Cure  in  its  fcveral  Stages , by  which 

the 
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the  Patient  may  he  a Judge  of  his  own  Cafe , vnd 

may  either  cure  himfelf  or  if  he  employs  another , 

may  know  whether  he  treats  him  properly , 8vo. 

is.  6d. 

We  need  not  be  very  anxious  to  enquire  on  this 
occafion  for  the  writer  of  this  publication  ; had  he 
concealed  his  work  as  well  as  his  name,  he  would 
not  have  deprived  the  world  of  any  thing  it  could 
be  defirous  to  poffefs. 

A Plan  for  extirpating  the  Venereal  Difeafe , in  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  P.  to  Lord  B.  8vo.  is. 

This  title  would  naturally  interefl  every  philan- 
thropift  and  phyfician  ; but  the  execution  is  not 
at  all  anfwerable  to  the  expectation,  it  is  more 
humourous  than  inftructive. 

Tne  ne?ct  work  which  I fhall  mention,. is  one 
that  it  will  be  injuftice  to  denominate  trivial  or  in- 
different ; the  name  of  the  author  will  be  an  earned: 
of  its  reputation,  and  though  his  attention  has  not 
been  confined  to  this  department  of  medical  fci- 
;nce,  the  extent  of  his  capacity,  and  the  ardor  of 
his  application,  enabled  him  to  treat  with  accu- 
racy and  advantage  every  fubjecfl  which  he  deem- 
ed worthy  of  inveftigation.  The  Avork  to  which 

I allude. 
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I /allude,  is  the  production  of  the  celebrated 
haave,  entitled 


Boer- 


Boerhaave's  Academical  Lectures  on  the  Lues  Vene- 
rea,  in  which  are  accurately  dejeribed  the  Hijlory , 
Origin,  Progrefs , Caujes,  Symptoms,  and  Cure  oj 
that  Difeaje ; tranjlated  from  the  Latin  with 
Botes.  By  Jonathan  Id  at  hen,  Surgeon,  8 vo. 


hoever  is  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
Boerhaave,  (and  where  is  the  medical  man  that  is;' 
not?)  will  be  aiTured  that  nothing  infignificant 
would  proceed  from  fuch  a fourcc.  He  was  never 
fuperficial  in  his  enquiries,  but  maturely  conlider- 
ed  whatever  he  fubmitted  to  pnblic  examination. 
Boei haave  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  vene-  i 
real  difeafe  was  not  known  in  Europe  till  the  re- 
turn of  Columbus  from  America,  by  whofe  adven- 
turous ciew  he  is  perfuaded  this  malady  was  in- 
troduced. 

When  it  is  known  that  on  this  particular,  there 
is  Bill  a diverlity  of  opinion,  that  many  eminent 
phyficians  have  conteftcd  this  declaration,  it  is  a 
ftrong  fupport  in  favour  of  its  truth,  that  our 
learned  author  did  not  fcruple  to  maintain  it.  He 
has  taken  a comprehend ve  view  of  the  various 
caufes  which  had  contributed  to  the  fentiments  of 

his 
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his  opponents,  and  examined  every  record  that 
could  furnifh  him  with  tefiimonyand  information: 
hence  his  deciiion  is  the  refult  of  deliberate  re- 
• fearch,  and  impartial  inveftigation  ; and  though  he 
admits  its  refemblance,  he  pofltively  denies  its 
identity  with  any  other  fpecies  of  virus  or  conta- 
gion. Neither  does  he  believe,  as  has  been  con- 
jectured by  A (true,  as  well  as  others,  that  it  cart 
fpontaneoufly  arife  in  the  human  body,  by  any  ex- 
cels or  irregularity.  Dr.  Boerhaavc  is  inclined  to 
think  that  the  venereal  difeafe  has  undergone  va- 
rious modifications,  which  was  a general  opinion 
in  his  time,  and  had  been  afferted  by  Bennivenius 
and  Antonius  BrafTovolus,  the  latter  having  de- 
clared that  he  had  witneffed  during  his  own 
practice,  the  accellion  of  new  phoenomena.  Per- 
haps it  will  be  more  proper,  to  rank  thefe  appear- 
ances among  the  varieties  which  might  proceed 
from  peculiarity  of  conftitution,  as  no  complaint 
is  from  this  caufc  more  obflinate  or  diverfifiedj 
but  to  analyfe  or  abridge  this  work,  will  not  com- 
port with  my  defign  ; I muff  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  having  mentioned  a treatife  which  the 
reader  will  find  advifeable  to  purchafe  and  pc- 
ru  fe. 

At  this  time  Dr.  Brocklefby  publifhed, 

(Economical 


(Economical  and  Medical  Obfevvcitions . 

In  which  he  has  made  fome  remarks  on  the  vc-  J 
ncreal  difeafe  ; but  the  ferap  of  intelligence  herein  1 
to  be  found  will  hardly  compenfate  for  the  ex-  \. 
pence  of  the  publication.  But  let  it  not  be  thought 
that  I am  forgetful  of  the  refpedt  due  to  the  name  « 
ol  Brocklefby,  of  whofe  qualifications  I am  not  ^ 
ignorant ; had  he  thought  proper  to  have  faid  \ 
more  on  this  fubjeeft,  he  would  have  proportion-  i 
ably  increafed  our  obligations.  In 

l?6b.  

A pamphlet  appeared  entitled 

Salivation  not  neceffary  for  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  in  any  Degree  whatever,  and  all  Gleets 
curable  ; proved  by  a Variety  of  Examples , felebV 
ed  from  no  lefs  than  Six  Hundred  and  Seventy  \ 
Cafes,  & c.  &c.  By  Charles  Hales , late  Surgeon  to  \ 
the  Hofpital  at  the  Savoy , 8vo.  is.  ' 

The  title  page  of  this  work  would  lead  one  to 
fufpebl  the  motives  of  its  publication  more  felfifh 
than  philanthropic ; a fufpicion  which  may  rea- 
lonably  be  excufed  by  thofe  M'ho  are  acquainted 
with  the  general  merits  of  fuch  productions. 


It 
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It  is  an  old  adage,  " What  we  eagerly  with 
for,  wc  eafily  credit,”  and  many  of  our  profef- 
fional  brethren  have  availed  themfelves  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  motto  to  their  own  pecuniary  advan- 
tage. 

When  the  venereal  difeafe  was  introduced  into 
Europe,  the  patient  and  practitioner  would  have 
eagerly  grafped  any  remedy,  however  fevere  or 
unpalatable,  on  whofe  efficacy  they  could  have 
depended.  Such  a remedy  has  been  found,  and 
the  votaries  of  Venus  may  triumph  in  a difeovery 
fo  effiential  to  their  fituation ; but  this  powerful 
antidote,  like  a foreign  auxiliary,  when  introduced 
into  the  conflitution,  is  frequently  productive  of 
mifehief  fcarcely  inferior  to  that  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  remove,  and  therefore  a defideratum  is 
ltill  an  objeCt  of  enquiry.  He  that  without  the 
tedious  and  debilitating  courfe  of  a mercurial  re- 
gimen, could  eradicate  the  confirmed  and  conffi- 
tutional  fymptoms  of  lues  venerea,  and  by  fimple 
means  procure  fimilar  advantages,  would  indeed 
be  entitled  to  the  unqualified  encomiums  of  man- 
kind; but  hitherto  it  will  be  confeffed  the  objeCt 
is  unattained,  and  thofe  who  have  pretended  to  the 
fccret,  have  generally  betrayed  their  want  of 
knowledge  and  integrity.  He  who  is  unreiirained 
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principle  or  reputation  may  in  this  refped  eafily 
impofe  on  popular  credulity  ; for  nothing  is  more 
cafy  than  to  palliate  the  fymptoms  and  arreff  the 
progrefs  of  lues  venerea;  but  this  is  doing  no,, 
thing,  and  his  credit  as  well  as  his  cure  will  at 
length  prove  tranlitory  and  unavailing.  But 
though  it  may  be  gueffed  from  thefe  preliminary 
remarks,  that  I do  not  place  much  confidence  in 
the  promifes  made  by  this  author,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  obferve,  that  he  cannot  in  juftice  be  ranked 
with  that  defeription  of  writers  who  have  nothing 
but  arrogance  to  fupport  their  pretenfions.  Mr. 
Hales  has  adduced  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  in- 
ffances  in  the  foldiers  entrufted  to  his  care,  where- 
in his  method  of  cure  proved  efficacious,  and  who 
can  have  the  courage  to  oppofe  fuch  a powerful 
phalanx  ? but  if  it  were  permitted  us  modcftly  to 
enquire  into  the  validity  of  his  evidence,  I would 
afk,  Where  are  the  proofs  of  their  being  cured? 
Nay,  let  us  ftep  back  a little,  and  afk.  Where  are 
the  proofs  of  their  being  difeafed  ? For  this  au- 
thor fays,  “ two  lurgeons  were  induced  to  detrad 
from  his  charade r,  faying,  that  I was  an  impof- 
ror,  and  that  there  were  not  eight  poxes  in  the 
three  regiments  of  guards.”  He  adds,  “ thefe  were 
perfons  I never  Jaw  or  ever  offended.”  To  this  he 

oppofes 
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oppofes  no  contradiction,  and  it  would  feem  to 
an  unprejudiced  reader,  that  there  was  as  much 
probability  in  there  being  only  eight  perfons  com- 
pletely poxed  in  the  three  regiments,  as  that  there 
lhould  be  upwards  of  fix  hundred.  Now  let  us 
examine  the  probability  of  the  cure.  What  is  there 
to  prove  this  ? Why,  " the  general  feeing  the  fol- 
diers  in  the  room,  waiting  for  examination,  afked 
if  thofe  men  had  been  under  my  care,  declaring 
they  appeared  as  healthy  and  well  as  if  they  had 
not  been  difeafed.”  Was  that  a teft,  or  is  this  a 
teftimony  of  our  author’s  fkill  ? Do  people  bear 
the  marks  of  this  fecret  infinuating  poifon  in  their 
countenances  ? Or  may  they  not  be  woefully  con- 
taminated without  betraying  their  condition  by 
their  looks  ? If  fo,  this  declaration  is  no  infal- 
lible proof  of  his  fuccefs.  I muft,  therefore,  with- 
out wifhing  to  diminifli  that  credit  to  which  this 
author  is  really  entitled,  avow  my  difbelief  of  his 
abilities,  and  can  hardly  regret  that  he  has  thought 
proper  to  conceal  the  remedies  by  which  thefe 
wonders  were  accomplifhed. 

In  the  fame  year,  Mr  Jonathan  Wathen  pub- 
lifhed  his 

P radical  Obfervatiws  concerning  the  Cure  of  thefe- 
nereal Difeafe,  &c.  &e.  is.  6d. 
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or  rather  an  ingenious  waiter,  and  fpeculative 
practitioner?  his  defign  in  this  treatife  is  to  ex- 
plain the  modus  operandi  of  that  medicine  which 
he  confidcrs  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  difeafe. 


dined  as  to  conceive  it  poflible  to  be  miftaken  in 
their  conjectures  on  this  head,  Mr.  Wathen  confi- 
dently afferts  his  obfervations  are  almoft  mathe- 
matical certainties.  It  has  been  noticed  more 
than  once  in  this  treatife,  that  the  principle  on 
which  mercury  was  fuppofed  to  act,  and  on  which 
its  operation  as  a remedy  depended,  was  by  cor- 
recting and  expelling  the  morbific  matter.  This 
idea,  which  pervaded  the  whole  mafs  of  prac- 
titioners, from  Aftruc  till  Hunter,  was  adopted 
by  Mr.  Wathen  likewife ; who  confidered  the 
'whole  nicety  of  the  cure  to  confifl  in  completely 
extirpating  the  poifon  which  had  been  introduced. 
It  was  but  conhftent,  therefore,  with  his  own  fen- 
timents,  that  evacuants  fhould  be  given  to  accom- 
plifh  this  end  ; and  hence  he  recommends  even  in 
trivial  cafes  the  daily  ufe  of  cathartics  for  a month, 
to  carry  off  the  matter  w hich  the  mercury  has 
broken  down,  an  object  in  his  opinion  no  lefs  ef- 
fenti^il  than  the  former,  and  thus  the  falivation 
which  is  excited , proves  a more  radical  remedy. 


and  though  fome  perfons  may  be  fo  fceptically  in- 
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by  being  the  outlet  to  the  contagion.  Mr.  Wa- 
then  is  of  opinion  that  all  the  preparations  of  this 
medicine  are  fimilar  to  each  other,  and  that  we 
arc  amply  provided  with  variety  of  forms  in  thofe 
which  the  difpenfaries  (London  and  Edinburgh) 
afford  us.  To  conclude,  this  gentleman’s  work 
is  an  addition  to  our  knowledge  on  the  fubjeft  on 
which  he  treats,  and  without  admitting  his  theo- 
ries as  axioms,  we  may  find  in  it  feveral  practical 
precepts  of  importance  and  utility. 

A New  E/ay  on  the  Venereal  Bifeafe , and  Methods’ 
of  Cure , accounting  jor  the  Nature , Caufe , and 
Symptoms  of  the  Malady.  By  J.  Becket , M. 
J>.  Svo.  2S.  6d. 

We  feel  a little  vexed  when  a man  makes  us  pay 
a fhilling  for  a pamphlet  which  is  not  worth  a 
farthing,  but  to  demand  two  and  fixpence  is  ex- 
tortionate indeed.  Whoever  cenfures  me  for  this 
remark,  will  find  an  apology  for  me  by  reading 
the  work  to  which  it  applies. 

Medical  and  Chirurgical  Obfervations  on  Inflamma- 
tions of  the  Eyes , the  Venereal  Bifeafe , on  Ulcers , 
and  Gunfhot  Wounds:  By  Francis  Geach,  Sur- 
geon, at  Plymouth , 8vo.  is. 


The 
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reader  will  not  expert  me  to  fay  much  on 
a work  which  comprehends  fo  many  important 
iubjecls  in  Rich  limited  dimenfions ; he  could  not 
have  added  much  in  fo  fmall  a compafs  to  the 
Rock  of  medical  learning,  and  what  he  has  faid, 
will  fcarce  deferve  a comment. 

In  the  year 


1767.  

Dr.  William  Saunders  obliged  us  'with  a tran- 
flation  of 

r 

A new  and  eafy  Method  of  giving  Mercury  to  thofe 
affected  with  the  B enereal  Difeafe , to  which  is 
annexed , a new  Theory  of  the  Action  of  this  Metal 
on  the  Salivary  Glands.  By  Jofeph  James  Blench. 
Brofeffor  of  Surgery  and  Midwifery  at  Vienna. 

Mr.  Plenck,  like  a fcientific  pradlitioner,  has 
here  judicioufly  combined  theory  with  experiment, 
and  has  given  in  a fair  and  laudable  manner  the 
refuh  of  his  practice,  and  the  compofition  of  his 
remedies. 

The  grand  principle  of  his  operations  was  to 
leflen  the  action  of  mercury  on  the  falivary  glands 
by  its  combination  with  mucous  RibRances,  and 

this 
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this  he  conceives  he  has  happily  and  completely 
efieCled.  I ffiall  not  be  enabled  to  give  here  fuch 
copious  extracts  as  the  merit  of  the  work  would 
juftify,  which  will  be  lefs  neceffary,  as  the  work 
itfelf  is  not  fcarce  or  expenfive ; but  as  my  readers 
will  naturally  afk  what  fuccefs  attended  this  in- 
genious enquirer,  I feleCt  the  following  paragraph. 
c‘  When  I perceived  in  all  thefe  cafes  the  remark- 
able and  fudden  efficacy  of  this  gummy  prepara- 
tion of  mercury,  and  confkmtly  obferved  that  its 
ufefulnefs  exceeded  my  mod:  fanguine  expecta- 
tions, fo  that  in  a fhort  time  it  did  more  than 
could  be  expected  from  all  the  other  prepara- 
tions ; and  farther,  found  that  no  falivation  could 
be  excited  by  this  preparation,  although  given  in 
very  large  quantity,  unlefs  there  was  another  mer- 
curial in  the  body,  or  during  the  cure,  another 
befides  the  gummy  mercurial  was  taken.  I w?as 
fully  convinced  that  this  was  the  beji  method  of 
giving  mercury , and  that  no  other  could  be  compared 
with  it.” 

1768. 

The  firft  Volume  which  was  -publiflied  by  the 
college  of  phydeians  under  the  title  of  Medical 
Qbfervalions  and  Enquiries , fufficicntly  proved  the 

benefits 
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benefits  which  were  likely  to  arife  from  the  com-, 
bined  efforts  of  men  celebrated  for  profeffional 
learning.  The  fubfequent  volumes  have  not  di- 
minifhed  the  expectations  of  the  public,  or  leffen- 
ed  the  celebrity  of  the  college.  In  the  third  vo- 
lume, which  appeared  this  year,  we  have  among 
other  valuable  tracts. 


An  Account  of  feme  Experiments  made  with  the  De- 
co ci  ion  of  the  Root  of  the  Mezerion , in  Cafes  of ' 
V °.nercal  Nodes.  By  Alexander  Ruffe  If  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  and  Phyfician  to  St.  Thomas's  Hof  pit  al. 

Dr.  RufTell  found  this  root  to  poffefs  very  pow- 
erful properties  in  curing  the  fymptoms  above 
mentioned,  and  believes  this  fingle  remedy  more 
to  be  depended  upon  than  the  compounds  which 
have  been  employed  with  fo  much  eagernefs  in  the 
form  of  diet-drinks.  Dr.  R.  has  adduced  feven- 
teen  cafes  in  proof  of  his  affertion  ; in  only  one 
out  of  this  number  did  it  prove  ineffectual. 

As  Mr.  Pearfon  has  lately  fliewn  what  may  be 
expected  from  this  medicine,  and  that  its  anti- 
venereal  powers  are  very  inconfiderable,  it  may 
appear  difficult  to  reconcile  the  contradiction 
which  Dr.  Ruffel’s  account  feems  to  offer;  but 

the 
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but  the  doctor  candidly  confeffes  in  one  part  of 
the  fame  paper,  “ that  in  the  removal  of  noctur- 
nal pains  I have  not  found  its  effects  fo  certain  as 
I at  firft  thought.  I had  reafon  to  believe  it.  A 
very  few  dofes,  however,  of  the  fublimate  folution 
joined  to  it,  feldom  failed  to  remove  them.’* 
This  addition  of  the  fublimate  robs  the  mezerion 
of  all  its  claims,  and  makes  one  feel  folicitous  to 
know  whether  the  patients  who  were  benefited  by 
its  ufe,  fuffered  from  the  difeafe,  or  from  that  re- 
medy which  is  generally  adminiftered  to  cure  the 
difeafe. 

This  fame  year  was  publifhed, 

A Review  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  &c.  By  Wm. 

Fordyce , Surgeon. 

I believe  this  is  the  gentleman  who  afterwards 
was  known  by  the  title  of  Sir  William  Fordyce, 
and  whofe  productions  have  already  come  under 
confideration,  in  reviewing  the  Medical  Qbferva- 
tions,  &c.  of  the  college. 

The  prefent  valuable  little  trad  contains  the  re- 
marks of  a man  who  is  more  anxious  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  practical  truths  than  plaufible  conjec- 
tures; and  though  every  thing  he  has  advanced 
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may  not  be  thought  orthodox,  it  certainly  con* 
tains  in  a fmall  compafs  much  fubftantial  infor- 
mation. 

The  following  paragraphs  I felcct  as  being  thofe 
which  are  perhaps  moft  exceptionable.  “ If  the 
clap  be  of  a bad  fort,  it  will  in  many  cafes  become 
a pox,  by  trufting  to  that  very  running ; whereas 
by  the  feafonable  exhibition  of  mercury,  the  cure 
might  be  difpatched  time  enough  to  avoid  fo  dif- 
agreeable  an  event.”  And  again,  “ For  my  own 
part,  I hold  it  as  a principle  never  to  ufe  either 
aftringents,  injections,  or  balfamics,  but  in  cafes  of 
extremity,  nor  even  then,  till  I have  by  a courfe 
of  mercurial  inunctions,  provided  againft  the  ill 
confequences  of  the  difeafe.” 

Thefe,  and  others  which  might  be  quoted,  fome 
of  our  modern  practitioners  might  be  inclined 
warmly  to  oppofe. 

Mr.  Fordyce  likewife  feems  fomewhat  incorreCt 
with  regard  to  affeCtions  of  the  urethra,  which, 
like  Daran,  he  confidcrs  very  liable  to  caruncle 
and  carnofity. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  prefent  hate' of  the  difeafe, 
he  fays,  tf  In  faCt  1 believe  that  the  difeafe  is 
growing  more  general,  while  the  treatment  of  it 
is  Fill  fhamefully  unequal.” 


I fhall 


' I fhall  only  quote  one  paflage  more  from  this 
author,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  may  not  be 
able  to  procure  the  copy.  " Forfan  hydrargyrum 
in  oleo  animali  vel  vegetabili  codto  folutum,  et 
virgae  ante  coitum  bene  inundtum  ad  prophylaxin 
appropinquat.” 

Mr.  F.  does  not  think  proper  to  divulge  this 
fecret  to  the  " profanum  vulgus,”  for  though  he 
confides  in  its  efficacy,  he  flays,  “ mais  le  jeu  ne 
vaut  pas  la  chandelle.” 

fhe  Modern  Pratt  ice  of  Phyfic , in  Fevers , Meajles , 

Small-Pox , and  Venereal  Diforders.  By  A.  M. 

Richardfon,  8vo.  is. 

« It  is  not  enough,”  fays  the  learned  Dr.  Watts 
in  his  Improvement  of  the  Mind,  “ that  we  ffiould 
read  a book,  in  order  to  find  that  it  is  not  worth 
reading.”  The  remark  will  excufe  my  mentioning 
this  treatife,  as  it  may  prevent  the  reader  fpending 
his  time  in  perufing  a pamphlet  that  can  afford 
him  no  remuneration. 


1771. 

An  Effay  on  the  Cure  of  Gonorrhoea,  or  frefh-con- 
iratted  Venereal  Infe tt ion , without  the  Ufe  of  In- 
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tcrnal  Medicines.  By  William  Rowley , Surgeon , 
8 vo.  is. 

This  author  is  not  Angular  in  his  opinion  that 
gonorrhoea  may  be  certainly  and  efficacioufly  cured 
by  topical  applications,  for  which  purpofe  he  re- 
commends an  injection  compofed  of  quickfilver, 
mucilag.  gum  arabie,  and  linfeed  oil.  To  recom- 
mend this,  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  purport 
of  the  publication. 

The  fame  year  appeared  a little  tradl,  entitled, 

A New  Method  of  Curing  and  Preventing  the  Vene- 
real Gonorrhoea^  to  zvhich  is  added , a Chymical  In - 
ve (ligation  of  a Remedy  called  the  Prefcrvative 
Antivenereal  Wafh.  Written  originally  in  French 
by  J.  Warren , M.  D. 

From  the  analyfis  of  this  wafh,  it  was  found  to 
be  a folution  of  the  cauftic  alkali,  of  whofe  efficacy 
the  doctor  feems  fufficiently  convinced,  and  wifhes 
to  eftablifh  his  readers  in  the  fame  faith,  for  which 
purpofe  he  fays,  “ It  is  about  four  years  fince 
this  remedy  was  firft  fpoken  of  in  Scotland,  and 
many  pretended  to  have  been  cured  by  this  means. 
A friend  of  mine,  though  he  doubted  the  veracity 
of  their  report,  though  he  thought  they  ufed  it 
believing  themfelves  to  be  infefted  when  really 

not 
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not  fo,  this  friend,  I fay,  made  the  .following  ex-' 
periment  upon  himfelf:  he  took  a fmall  quantity 
of  the  venereal  virus  from  an  infected  perfon,  and 
by  means  of  a doflil  of  lint,  he  fixed  it  in  the 
urethra ; at  the  end  of  four  days  the  difeafe  ap- 
peared with  the  ordinary  fymptoms ; he  then  in- 
i jected  a folution  of  the  cauftic  alkali,  after  the 
manner  I fhall  hereafter  explain,  and  found  himfelf 
perfectly  cured  in  about  four  and  twenty  hours.” 
Who  this  perfon  was,  we  may  be  inclined  to  guefs, 
by  the  following  paragraph.  " Thefe  are  the  reafons 
that  induced  me  to  believe  thefe  perfons  were  de- 
ceived in  thinking  themfelves  difeafed,  when  they 
were  perfectly  cured.” 

Though  I would  not  encourage  any  one  to  rely 
on  the  infallibility  of  this  medicine,  I believe  it 
is  generally  agreed  that  fpeedy  ablution  with  a 
cauftic  alkaline  folution,  is  the  mojl  certain  pro- 
phylactic with  which  we  are  at  prefent  acquainted. 

1772.  

I 

In  this  year  was  publifhed, 

Obfervations  on  the  Operation  and  Ufe  of  Mercury 

in  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  By  Andrew  Duncan, 

M.  D. 

Every  perfon  muft  admit  that  it  is  an  object  of 


more 
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imore  than  mere  curiofity  to  afeertain  the  modus 
operandi  of  medicines,  and  though  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  find  out,  and  fcarcely  poffible  to 
attain,  as  Mr.  Wathen  thought  he  had  to  mathe- 
matical certainty , the  invefiigation  feldom  fails  to 
give  us  new  and  clearer  ideas  of  the  difeafe  as  well 
as  the  remedy.  Who  is  not  ftruck  at  the  abfur- 
dities  which  the  ancient  and  elaborate  preferip- 
tions-of  our  anceftors  manifefi  ? where  a farrago 

CD 

of  upwards  of  fifty  different  articles  is  ferioufly 
and  minutely  fpecified  and  recommended.  Many 
of  the  ingredients  being  fometimes  ufelefs,  and 
fome  even  repugnant  to  the  intention  of  the  pre- 
feriber.  And  although  the  reformation  of  the 
pharmacopoeia  has  greatly  curtailed  thefe  medi- 
cal imperfections,  there  is  ftill  room  for  amend- 
ment. 

Dr.  Duncan  has  therefore  conferred  no  fmali 
obligation  on  the  faculty,  in  attempting  to  explain 
the  principle  on  which  the  virtues  of  that  valua- 
ble article,  mercury,  depend,  though  many  may 
doubt  the  redlitude  of  his  conclufions. 

Inflead  of  adopting  the  opinion  which  gene-, 
rally  prevailed  on  this  point,  by  which  every  falu- 
tary  effedt  was  accountable  for  on  the  principle  of 
evacuation.  Dr.  Duncan  endeavours  to  prove  that 
the  fpecific  virtues  of  mercury  in  curing  this  com- 
plaint. 
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plaint^  is  by  entering  into  a kind  of  chymical  com- 
bination, thereby  deftroying  or  neutralizing  the 
poifon.  He  views  it  not  as  imparting  to  the  con- 
ftitution  itjfelf  any  power  of  correction  by  produc- 
ing any  peculiar  aCtion,  but  by  its  own  antidotal 
properties,  and  hence  the  neceflity  of  adminifl.er- 
ing  it  fo  freely,  and  for  fuch  a continuance,  that 
every  particle  of  the  venereal  poifon  floating  in  the 
habit,  may  come  under  its  influence. 

There  is  certainly  much  ingenuity  in  this  hy- 
pothefis,  which  correfponds  fo  well  with  the  pe- 
culiar phoenomena  of  the  difeafe,  that  pofitively 
to  contradict  it  would  be  arrogance  and  prefump- 
tion.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  I am  not  one  of 
his  difciples,  being  more  attached  to  the  Hun- 
terian theory  of  fpecific  aCtion ; but  this  may  be 
partly  owing  to  prepofleffion.  Dr.  Duncan’s 
work  is  not  merely  written  to  propagate  this  doc- 
trine, but  contains  very  ufeful  and  judicious  re- 
marks on  the  effeCts  of  mercury,  and  the  various 
preparations  which  have  been  employed ; it  is 
therefore  a volume  fully  entitled  to  perufal. 

Remarks  and  Tragical  Obfervations  on  Venereal 
Complaints , and  D if  orders  of  the  Urethra.  By 
M.  Goulard,  Surgeon,  of  Montpelier. 


This 
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1 his  treatife  appeared  in  the  fame  year  as  that  laft , 
mentioned,  and  is  the  work  of  a gentleman  whofe 
ndme  has  been  rendered  familiar  to  the  Englifli 
reader,  by  the  preparation  of  lead  called  Goulard’s 
Extrad. 

As  Mr.  Goulard’s  panegyrics  on  the  efficacy  of 
this  mineral,  exalt  it  almoft  to  a panacea,  it  will 
hardly  be  expeded  that  he  would  entirely  reject 
fuch  a favourite  on  this  occafion  ; accordingly  we 
find  it  one  of  the  ingredients  in  the  compofition 
of  his  bougies,  and  in  the  difperfion  of  buboes* 
even  when  fuppuration  has  begun,  he  alferts  its 
infallibility.  His  predilection  for  this  article  of 
the  materia  medica,  does,  however,  by  no  means 
interfere  with  the  well  earned  character  of  mer- 
cury, which  he  ftrenuoufly  enforces  as  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  the  cure,  and  decidedly  prefers  the 
mercurial  ointment  to  any  other  preparation. 
What  he  fays  in  this  particular  is  entitled  to  at- 
tention, fince  he  urges  the  experience  drawn  from 
upwards  of  ten  thoufand  patients,  as  warranting 
his  conclufions. 

177 3.  
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In  this  Year  was  publiflied. 

An  Ejjay  on  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Gonorrhoea , in 


a new 
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a new  Method,  with  Jome  Obfervations  on  Gleets. 

By  MG  Ellis , Apothecary. 

This,  though  a fmall,  is  not  a defpicable  publi- 
cation ; the  remarks  contained  herein  are  valuable 
and  judicious. 

Mr.  Ellis  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  gonor- 
rhoea and  chancre  are  produced  by  two  very  dif- 
tindl  and  difhmilar  poifons ; to  ufe  his  own  words, 
tf  It  appears  to  be  a dcmonftrable  truth,  that  they 
are  very  diftineft  in  their  nature,  and  confequently 
require  as  different  treatment  in  their  cure.” 

With  regard  to  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  (the 
cure)  it  confifts  in  bleeding,  purging  with  Ro- 
chelle Salts,  and  keeping  the  tefticles  fufpended 
by  a trufs;  after  a few  days  he  adminifters  his 
drops,  which  are  thus  compounded. 

R.  Balf.  Copaiv.  Jij. 

Spir*.  Lavend.  Comp.  giij.  In. 

From  eighty  to  a hundred  and  twenty  drops  of 
this  mixture  are  to  be  given  three  times  a day  in  a 
little  water,  and  continued  for  a fufficient  length 
of  time,  that  is,  till  the  cure  is  completed,  which 
will  be  forwarded  by  the  ufe  of  a vitriolic  injec- 
tion. 
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1 do  not  fee  the  abfolute  novelty  of  this  treat- 
ment, as  the  fame  remedies  had  long  before  been 
recommended,  though  not  perhaps  in  the  fame 
feries.  The  • liberal  exhibition  of  the  balfam  of 
copaiva  which  this  author  recommends,  will  not 
accommodate  itfelf  to  the  ftomach  of  every  indi- 
vidual. 

Dr.  Falck  'about  this  time  publifhed  his  work, 
entitled, 

A Treat  if e on  the  Venereal  Dfeafey  in  three  Parts , 
•with  Copper  Plates , 

which  is  much  more  confiderable  in  fize  than  the 
two  laft  mentioned : in  my  opinion,  however,  it 
might  have  been  greatly  abridged  without  leffen- 
ing  its  value,  nor  can  it  be  recommended  as  a per- 
formance from  which  much  practical  knowledge 
is  to  be  obtained ; there  is  much  declamation,  as 
well  as  conjecture,  which  adds  to  the  bulk,  but 
not  to  the  merit  of  the  w'ork,  and  the  author  is 
frequently  contented  with  words  inflead  of  ideas. 
The  reader  may  judge  of  the  truth  of  this  remark 
from  the  following  quotation.  In  explaining  the 
nature  of  the  venereal  virus,  he  fays,  “ The 
miafm  of  the  venereal  virus  is  an  animal  acrimony 
different  from  either  faline  or  acid  particles,  or 
..  animalcula  ; 
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■ animalcula ; but  of  an  effe(5t  different  from  either, 
namely,  an  intejline  animalatious  aptitude,  to  unite 
ultimately  with  particular  humours  or  folids, 
whereby  it  from  a propenfity  of  converting  the 
order  of  nature  in  thofe  parts  which  it  attacks, 
irritates  and  inflames  them,  tears  loofe  the  parti- 
cles, and  thereby  deftroys  the  ftamina  of  the  fub- 
ftance,  and  thence  caufes  ‘exulcerations. ” 

I think  this  will  acquit  me  of  the  charge  of 
falfe  accufation : let  the  following  lines  fhew  the 
author’s  practical  account.  In  the  cure  of  gonor- 
rhoea, he  fays,  “ bleeding  might  leflen  the  quan- 
tity of  the  fluids,  and  from  that  caufe  a flaccidity 
of  the  folids  for  a while ; but  as  it  would  una- 
voidably caufe  an  abforption  into  the  emptied  vef- 
fels  of  the  virus  from  the  external  parts,  it  fhould 
be  avoided  as  highly  pernicious.  Purging  might 
evacuate  the  contents  of  the  bowels,  and  perhaps 
drain  from  the  whole  mafs  of  blood ; but  as  by  its 
ftimulus  it  would  increafe  the  fpafm  in  the  fyflem, 
retain  the  acrimony  which  ought  to  be  expelled 
by  perfpiration  and  urine,  and  caufe  a rcvuliitm 
of  the  virus  to  the  innermoft  parts  of  the  body, 
it  ought  al/o  to  be  rejected  as  pernicious , and  a hin- 
drance to  the  cured ’ 

This  is  bidding  defiance  to  reafon  and  expe- 
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lienee,  and  Handing  in  di rccft  opposition  to  our  n 
molt  celebrated  and  mold  fucccfsful  practitioners, 
who  arc  not  likely  to  become  converts  to  this  ex- 
traordinary dodrine. 

Confederations  on  the  Ufe  of  In] eel  ions  in  the  Cure  of 
Gonorrhoea . By  IF.  Cribb , Surgeon. 

% 

A fmall  pamphlet,  well  written,  and  containing 
fome  judicious  remarks,  published  at  the  fame 
time  as  the  preceding. 

The  E feels  of  Injections  into  the  Urethra , and  the 
Ufe  and  Abufe  of  thofe  Remedies  in  the  Cure  and 
E revent  ion  of  the  Virulent  Gonorrhoea , briefly  con- 
fidered , with  occafional  Remarks  on  the  Nature  of 
that  Diforder , in  Anfxvcr  to  fame  Modern  Doc- 
trines. 

' At  this  period  the  propriety  of  employing  injec- 
tions in  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea,  was  a queftion 
\\ firmly  agitated  by  profeflional  men.  The  prefent 
anonymous  publication  contains  feveral  intereft- 
ing  obfervations  on  the  fame  point ; but  as  the 
work  is  not  voluminous,  being  only  an  eighteen- 
penny  pamphlet,  I fhall  omit  quoting  any  parti- 
cular pafiages. 
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A Chytnico-Medical  DiJJcrtation  on  Mercury , Git*. 
zvith  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  thereof 
in  Venereal  Di /orders,  &c.  By  J . L.  L.  M.  D. 

The  author  of  this  fabrication  which  appeared 
in  the  vear  i 774>  avows  what  no  medical  man  of 
moderate  experience  will  be  difpofed  to  contra- 
diel,  that  the  beneficial  effedts  of  mercury  in  the 
cure  of  fiphylis  are  counterpoifed  by  the  inconve- 
niences which  generally  attend  its  adminiftration  ; 
he  therefore  has  made  it  the  fubjedt  of  experiment, 
and  endeavoured  by  different  preparations  of  the 
fame  mineral,  to  divefr  it  of  its  more  adtive  pro- 
perties, without  diminifhing  its  anti-fyphylitic 
powers.  In  this  he  thinks  he  has  fuceeeded,  but 
for  fome  reafons,  which  are  no  doubt  better  knowrn 
to  the  author  than  any  other  perfon,  he  has  con- 
cealed the  procefs,  w hich  fome  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, confider  as  a tacit  acknowledgment  of  his  • 
not  being  fully  fatisfied  of  the  importance  and  effi- 
cacy of  his  difcovery. 

The  publication  is  not  without  merit ; thofe 
who  have  engaged  in  thefe  inveftigations  may  not 
unaptly  be  compared  to  the  alchymifts,  though 
their  refearches  have  not  been  rewarded  with  the 
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philofopher’s  ftone,  fciencc  has  been  greatly  ex-.' 

tended  and  improved  by  their  enquiries. 

> • 

1775. 


A Critical  Enquiry  into  the  Ancient  and  Modern 
Method  of  treating  Difeafes  of  the  Urethra , with 
an  improved  Method  of  Cure . By  Jcffe  Foot,  \ 

Surgeon. 

The  principal  purport  of  this  enquiry  is  to 
prove  the  impropriety  of  curing  obftrudtions  in 
the  urethra  by  inducing  fuppuration.  The  cele- 
brated Daran  is  Mr.  Foote’s  profefled  object  of 
attack,  the  avowed  advocate  for  the  fuppurative 
practice. 

Mr.  Foote  allures  us  every  benefit  will  be  de^ 
rived  from  the  ufe  of  catgut  bougies,  gradually 
augmented  in  fize  as  the  pafiage  becomes  enlarged. 

It  will  not  be  neceffary  to  enter  further  into  the 
merits  of  this  enquiry  at  prefent,  as  the  fame  au- 
thor has  fince  written  more  on  the  fubjedt,  which 
in  chronological  order  I {hall  have  occafion  to 
mention. 


1776. 


Fifteen  Minutes  Inf  ructions  to  Every  O-nc  who  wijhcs 

for 
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for  a thorough  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe , in 
any  of  its  Stages.  By  G.  French. 

Whoever  forms  a proper  cflimate  of  the  value 
of  time,  and  the  merits  of  this  publication,  will 
confider  that  portion  demanded  by  this  author 
more  than  he  is  really  entitled  to.  After  this 
remark,  any  other  comment  would  be  an  ad  of 
inconfiftency. 

\ 

V 

An  Effay  on  the  Theory  and  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Go- 
norrhoea, and  the  D if  cafes  which  happen  in  confe - 
queue e of  that  Diforder.  By  John  Andree , Snr- 

geon}  &c. 

A multitude  of  volumes  on  any  particular  fubjed, 
do  not  neceilarily  exclude  the  necdlity  of  others, 
though  they  are  deftitute  of  all  claim  to  novelty 
or  originality  ; for  as  uniformity  of  fentiment  is  no 
charaderiftic  of  medical  produdions,  a ftudent  is 
fometimes  at  a lofs  how  to  regulate  his  proceed- 
ings, and  confequently  feels  indebted  to  the  man 
who  has  the  ability  ana  inclination  to  dired  his 
choice. 

On  this  principle  Mr.  Andree  deferves  commen- 
dation, his  pamphlet  may  be  confidered  as  an 
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epitome  of  the  knowledge  at  that  time  acquired  . 
on  the  lubject ; what  was  valuable  or  important 
he  has  introduced,  and  has  judicioufly  difearded 
fuch  as  was  either  trifling  or  impertinent ; it 
would  be  injuftice  to  fay  lefs  than  this,  and  who- 
ever willies  the  proof  of  his  excellence,  will  not 
hefitate  to  purchafc  a work  which  may  be  pro- 
cured at  a fmall  expence. 

1777.  

A New  Method  of  curing  the  Venereal  Difeafe  by 
Fumigation , together  zvith  Critical  Obfervations 
on  the  different  Methods  of  Cure , and  an  Account 
of  fome  Nezv  and  Ufeful  Preparations  of  Mercury . 
By  Sir  Peter  Lalonetie , Do  Bor  Regent  of  the 
Faculty  of  Phyfic , in  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  &c. 

1 

Though  the  attempt  to  cure  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  by  fumigation  was  not  deferred  till  this  pe- 
riod, but  had  been  practiced  by  different  perfons 
fhortly  after  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  and 
particularly  by  one  Charbonniere,  a French  fur- 
geon  ; it  had  not  excited  general  attention  till  La- 
lonette’s  publication  appeared. 

His;  improvements  on  this  peculiar  practice  are 
fo  confiderable  as  to  conflitute  an  aera  in  the  the- 
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rdpeutic  hiftory  of  lues  venerea,  and  will  therefore 
juftify  my  dwelling  longer  on  his  work  than 
would  be  admiffible  on  another  of  equal  magni- 
tude. 

He  begins  by  pointing  out  the  inconveniencies 
which  attend  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  other  forms ; 
the  mercurial  ointment  rubbed  on  the  lkin,  he 
fays,  is  obje&ionable,  becaufe  " It  often  happens 
that  the  texture  of  the  fkin  prevents  the  parti- 
cles of  mercury  from  penetrating  through  its 
pores,  and  the  ointment  which  keeps  them  divided 
becomes  an  obftacle  to  their  paffage;  hence  it 
may  happen  that  too  little  mercury  will  be  in- 
troduced into  the  blood,  and  there  will  be  always 
uncertainty  as  to  the  quantity  that  is  abforbed,  and 
very  often  little  or  no  diminution  of  the  fymp- 
toms.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  texture  of  the 
fkin  is  very  loofe  and  the  ointment  is  applied  with 
force,  the  particles  of  mercury  will  be  eafily  ab- 
forbed, and  will  be  liable  to  ftimulate  the  fecre- 
tory  organs,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  tem- 
perament of  the  patient,  &c.  even  in  this  method 
there  will  often  be  exceflive  falivation,  diarrhoea, 
&c.  which  will  weaken  the  patient,  and  render  it 
impoflible  for  him  to  receive  the  neeeffary  quan- 
tity of  the  remedy*” 

X That 
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That  the  mercurial  ointment  is  liable  to  thefe, 
and  perhaps  to  other  more  formidable  objections, 
no  one  will  hefitate  to  acknowledge;  but  thefe  are 
not  infuperable  objcCts  to  the  completion  of  the 
cure.  It  is  true,  we  are  fometimes  at  a lofs  to 
determine  the  quantity  of  mercury  ; but  it  is  not 
by  this  that  we  eflimate  the  progrefs  of  amend- 
ment ; and  even  were  we  to  admit  the  importance 
which  the  author  is  difpofed  to  attach  to  thefe  re- 
marks, it  does  not  appear  that  the  method  of 
fumigation  he  recommends,  is  diverted  of  the  fame 
inconveoiencies. 

Before  I proceed  to  canvafs  the  merits  of  this , 
practice,  I will  lelect  his  remarks  on  the  effeCts 
of  corrortve  fublimate,  a medicine  at  one  time 
highly  extolled  in  the  treatment  of  rtphylis,  and 
ftill  adhered  to  by  many.  After  enumerating  the 
fymptoms  accompanying  its  ufe,  as  naufea,  pain 
in  the  epigaftric  region,  &c.  of  which,  he  fays, 
he  has  known  feveral  die,  he  proceeds,  " I have 
opened  the  bodies  of  feveral  who  died  in  this  way, 
and  I have  in  fome  found  the  pylorus  fo  contract- 
ed, that  it  would  hardly  admit  a common  probe, 
it  appeared  like  an  efehar,  and  this  fometimes  ex- 
tended to  the  duodenum,  which  was  afteCted  in 
the  like  manner.  I have  fometimes  found  the 

myfentery 
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myfentery  and  mcfocolon  indurated  and  thickened, 
and  even  the  coats  of  the  intertines  themfelves  fo 
imbibed  by  this  cauftic  liquor,  that  I was  able  to 
remove  them  with  great  cafe,  as  it  were  by  layers. 
The  pancreas  was  hard,  fchirrous,  and  in  fome  de- 
gr to. friable.  In  others  who  had  died  confump- 
tive  after  taking  the  fublimate,  I have  found  the 
lungs  hard  and  fchirrous,  with  all  th'°  bronchial 
glands  tumified  and  hardened,  and  the  internal 
furface  of  the  lungs  covered  with  a purulent  fa- 
mes.” If  this  defcription  of  the  effeds  of  fubli- 
mate is  to  be  depended  upon,  we  rtiould  be  terri- 
fied at  the  very  idea  of  adminiftering  it.  The  au- 
thor has  declared  it  came  under  his  own  inflec- 
tion, and  therefore  I thought  it  right  to  feled  for 
the  reader’s  examination  fo  remarkable  a recital 
of  fads  ; it  would  have  been  more  fatisfadory  and 
inftrudive  if  he  had  mentioned  the  quantity  which 
was  found  neceffary  to  produce  fuch  ferious  confe- 
quences,  as  many  will  be  fo  fceptical  as  to  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  his  obfeirvations,  or  the  credibility 
of  his  tertimony. 

The  pradice  of  this  gentleman  conrtrts  in  ex- 
pofing  the  furface  of  the  body  to  the  adion  of 
mercurial  vapor,  which  is  accomplifhed  by  means 
of  a machine  fo  contrived,  as  to  enable  the  pa- 
tient to  breath  without  inconvenience  from  the 

Y 2 remedy, 
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remedy,  which  is  a particular  preparation  of  mer- 
cury, fomewhat  firnilar  to  the  hydrarg.  nitratus 
ruber.  l ie  repeats  the  procefs  every  day  till  fali- 
vation  is  produced,  and  then  only  once  in  two  or 
three  days,  which  is  continued  for  feme  time  after 
the  fymptoms  have  difappeared. 

T his,  he  maintains,  is  a method  of  treating  the 
difeafe  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  hitherto  recom- 
mended. If  I were  of  the  fame  opinion,  I fhould 
think ’it  proper  to  Jay  before  the  reader  fome  of 
the  advantages  which  he  enumerates;  it  will  be 
fufficient,  however,  to  obferve,  that  fubfequent 
experience  does  not  lead  us  to  concur  in  the  fame 
fentiment. 

For  certain  local  affections,  the  fumigating 
treatment  is  Fill  recommended,  but  it  is  rarely  to 
be  depended  upon  for  eradicating  a confirmed 

lues.  I fliall  only  prolong  my  remarks,  therefore, 

\ 

on  this  treatife,  by  noticing  what  it  is  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  overlook,  that  the  author  has  brought  no 
proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  his  remedy  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  an  intelligent  practitioner.  Will  a man  be 
fatisfied  of  the  permanency  of  a cure,  becaufe  the 
fymptoms  have  difappeared  for  a twelvemonth  ? 
None  of  the  cafes  which  he  has  adduced  as  teffi- 
monies,  had  continued  beyond  that  period.  Do 
we  not  know  that  this  inlidious  poifon  will  remain 

for 
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for  years  in  a quiefcent  ftate,  and  afterwards  rear 
its  hydra’s  head  ? If  this  be  true,  what  confidence 
can  be  placed  in  the  following  affeveration,  which 
I feled  as  a fpecimen  of  his  general  evidence. 

We,  the  under-written,  having  examined  the 
above  patients,  and  finding  that  all  their  fymptoms 
have  dif appeared,  do  certify  them  to  be  cured.” 
For  fome  confiderable  time  after  this,  no  pub- 
lication appeared,  relative  to  the  fubjed  of  our 
enquiry. 

1779. 

In  this  year  Mr.  Andree  publifiied 

Ohfervations  on  the  'Theory  and  Cure  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  8vo.  3s. 

Mr.  Andree  has  already  been  reviewed  as  a 
■Writer  on  this  fubjed,  with  which  he  is  perfect- 
ly acquainted.  The  prefent  publication,  though 
it  does  not  boaft  originality,  contains  fuch  infor- 
mation as  every  medical  man  ought  to  poffiefs  ; 
neverthelefs  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  point  out 
fome  parts,  as  exceptionable.  Authors  on  this  fub- 
jed,  however,  feem  to  multiply  about  this  time, 
and  to  enter  into  a minute  detail  of  any  which  are 
not  remarkable  for  bulk  or  novelty,  would  be  an 

immoderate 


immoderate  extenfion  of  my  plan,  to  give  a ^ 
neral  character  is  as  much  as  may  be  neceffary  • 
Mr.  Andree’s  work  may,  therefore,  be  pronounc- 
ed a valuable  compilation  of  fails,  or  an  abridg- 
ment of  prailical  doitrines. 

— . 1780.  

Qbjerv atrons  in  the  Cure  of  Gonorrhoea.  By  Samuel 
Foart  Simmons , M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

An  ingenious  little  trail,  fuch  as  might  be  ex- 
expeiled  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Simmons. 

Dr.  Simmons  reprobates  the  idea  of  correiling 
the  venereal  poifon  by  mercurial  injeilions,  though 
at  the  fame  time  he  does  not  deny  the  efficacy  of 
thofe  remedies.  By  what  proofs  then  will  he  fub- 
flantiate  his ''opinion,  that  mercury  has  no  power 
over  the  venereal  poifon,  only  by  ailing  confti- 
tutionally  ? The  quantity  of  matter  capable  of 
producing  the  difeafe  in  any  individual,  in  ail  pro- 
bability, is  very  inconfiderable.  Is  there  no  pof- 
libility,  then,  of  attacking  the  virus  before  it  has 
produced  its  effeit  ? This  is,  at  leafl,  fo  plaufible, 
that  whoever  denies  it,  fliould  produce  fomething 
to  juftify  their  oppolition,  and  even  the  ipfe  .dixit 
of  Dr.  Simmons,  will  not  be  fufficient  to  prove 
the  abfurditv  of  this  fentiment.  That  I am  not  fin- 

j 
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ferula r in  my  opinion  of  the  polfrbility  of  effedting 
this,  will  appear,  from  the  following  treatife,  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  fame  year. 

An  EJfay  on  the  Gonorrhoea , with  fome  Olfervations 
on  the  UJe  of  Opium  in  the  Cure  of  that  Difeafe. 
By  William  Thomas. 

" The  action  of  mercury  on  the  venereal  virus 
is  peculiar  to  itfelf,  it  refills  the  irritation  of  that 
ftimulus,  by  deftroying  the  llimulating  body,” 
&c.  &c.  and  hence  he  proceeds  to  fay,  ct  the  moft 
common  preparation  now  ufed  for  a gonorrhoea 
is  calomel.”  Such  is  the  fentiment  of  this  writer, 
but  I am  not,  at  prefent,  engaged  in  a controver- 
fy  about  the  antidotal  properties  of  mercury,  and 
mull  therefore  confine  myfelf  to  the  merits  of  the 
la fl- mentioned  publication.  Mr.  Thomas’s  trea- 
tife, which  confiils  of  42  pages,  contains  feveral 
judicious  obfervations,  the  moft  confpicuous  part 
of  his  work  is  his  dodtrine  of  irritation,  which, 
he  fays,  is  the  dodtrine  of  gonorrhoea,  and  there- 
fore opium  is  a favourite  articl?  in  the  catalogue 
of  his  remedies.  <c  I have  feen,”  he  allures  -us, 
tf  feveral  inltances  where  very  virulent  gonor- 
rhoeas have  foon  difappeared  upon  the  free  ufe 

of 


Of  it,  without  one  grain  of  mercury  being  taken,” 
and  again,  if  mercury  and  opium  are  made  ufe 
oi  together,  both  internally  and  in  an  injection 
they  greatly  affift  each  other  ; by  being  thus  blend- 
. . thc  mercury  is  rendered  more  fafe  and  fpeedy 
in  its  fuccefs,  and  the  opium  much  more  effec 
tual.” 


Salivation  exploded,  or  a Practical  Effay  on  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  fully  demonflrating  the  Inejficacy 
of  Sahvat ion , and  recommending  an  approved  Suc- 

'cedancum,  &c.  &c.  By  Charles  Swift , Surgeon, 

. 

Though  this  work  has  been  publifhed  above 
twenty  years,  the  patriotic  fpirit  of  its  author  has 
not  lufteied  it  to  fall  into  oblivion;  but  as  every 
one  may  not  find  it  advifeable  to  purchafe  the 
work,  I fhali  be  juftified  in  giving  a fhort  account 
of  its  tendency.  This  author  afferts,  that  the  ve- 

nereal difeafe  is  much  more  effectually  cured  by 
an  alterative  plan  than  by  falivaiion,  not  that 
this  implies  (what  is  in  general  fuppofed  effential 
even  by  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  adopt  the  altera- 
tive practice)  that  mercury  is  the  only  remedy, 
for,  fays  he,  ff  As  to  the  choice  of  alterative 
medicines  beft  adapted  to  the  cure  of  the  venereal 

difeafe. 
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difeafe,  I believe  none  will  be  found  more  effica- 
cious than  a compofirion  of  the  following,  viz. 
camphor,  antimony,  and  fulphur,”  and  afterwards 
wifely  infinuates  that  " in  fome  cafes  it  may  be  ne- 
celfary  to  add  both  mercury  and  opium.” 

Having  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work  fpoken  my 
fentiments  with  regard  to  the  alterative  practice, 
w7eie  I filent  on  this  occaiion,  it  might  poffibly  be 
conftrued  into  a deielidtion  of  my  former  opinions. 
I think  it  behoves  me,  therefore,  to  declare  not  only 
my  full  conviction  of  the  inefficiency  of  this  au- 
thor’s remedies,  but  Itrenuoufly  to  oppofe  a prac- 
tice which  will  ultimately  be  found,  in  by  far  the 
majority  of  cafes,  imperfeeft  and  unfuccefsful. 

A Treat  if e on  the  Gonorrhoea  ; to  zvhich  is  added , a 
Critical  Enquiry  into  the  different  Methods  of  ad- 

miniftering  Mercury.  By  Peter  Clare. , Surgeon . 

8 vo.  is.  ' 

/ r 

The  purport  of  this  treatife  is  to  recommend 
the  application  of  calomel  to  the  internal  furface 
of  the  fauces,  which  affixing  the  faiivary  glands 
very  fpeedily,  is  fuppofed  by  this  author  to  be  a 
method  of  cure  far  fuperior  to  any  recommend- 
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This  doctrine,  I will  beg  leave  to  remark,  is 
not  folely  fupporred  by  Mr.  Clare,  other  advo- 
cates have  appeared  in  its  defence.  The  propofal 
of  exciting  falivation  in  this  manner  has  certainly 
fomething  in  it  prima  facie  rather  fpecious,  but 
^ ill  not  be  likely  to  impofe  on  the  experienced 
practitioner.  If  falivation  was  the  teft  of  an  anti- 
venereal  remedy,  the  materia  medica  would  fup- 
ply  us  with  fpecifics  innumerable  and  infallible ; 
but  fo  far  from  its  being  an  object  which  we 
would  with  to  attain,  it  becomes  in  various  in- 
ftances  a ferious  impediment  to  the  cure. 

We  are  obliged  often  to  difeontinue  the  reme- 
dy which  we  know  to  be  effential,  becaufe  the 
gums  are  too  fufceptible  of  inflammation ; fo  far 
then  from  making  this  the  point  of  attack,  we 
Ihould  guard  it  molt  carefully  from  thofe  effects 
which  will  inevitably  tend  to  procraftinate  the  pa- 
tient’s recovery.  It  would  be  very  eafy  to  fhew 
the  importance  of  this  caution,  was  there  any  rca- 
fon  to  apprehend  Mr.  Clare’s  practice  was  gaining 
converts ; but  this  not  being  the  cafe,  I may  con- 
clude with  obferving,  that  he  has  been  very  defi- 
cient in  procuring  fuch  evidence  as  was  neceflary 
even  to  give  plaufibility  to  his  opinion. 
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A Treat ife  on  the  Medical  Properties  of  Mercury. 

By  John  Hozvard , Surgeon,  8vo. 

This  performance  comprehends  fome  ufeful 
practical  remarks,  though  it  is  to  be  -regretted  the 
author  did  not  take  a little  pains  to  render  the 
manner,  as  well  as  the  matter,  fomewhat  inte^e fl- 
ing. It  is  rather  difficult  to  give  an  abridgment 
which  will  ferve  as  a general  fpecimen  ; but  one 
principal  proportion  with  refped  to  this  author's 
fentiments,  will  be  feen  in  the  following  para- 
graph. tc  If  they  were  never  perceivable,”  allud- 
ing to  the  amendment  of  fymproms,  <c  but  when 
falivation  was  taking  place,  we  might  fay  that  the 
lues  venerea  w7as  only  to  be  cured  by  producing  a 
confiderable  affedlion  of  the  mouth  and  falivary 
glands;  but  fince  experience  teaches  us  that  cures 
are  fometimes  performed  without  this  effect  of 
mercury,  fome  other  principle  mud  be  fought  for 
to  elucidate  this  very  difficult  problem,  and  t.'  e 
truth  perhaps  is,  that  inflammatory  diathefis,  prof- 
tration  of  flrength,  emaciation  and  fever,  point 
to  other  changes  in  the  fyflem,  which  may  be  very 
properly  faid  to  be  internal,  the  whole  number  of 
which  have  not  yet  been  difeovered ; but  fome, 
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however,  we  do  know,  among  vthich  may  be 
lcckoned  a melting  down,  attenuation,  pr  fingu- 
lar  fpecies  of  putrefaction  of  the  animal  fluids. 

" Thefe,  if  I miftake  not,  take  place  when  the 
medicine  does  not,  as  well  as  when  it  does  fali- 
vatej  I mean  when  it  cures,  and  they  are  what  I 
would  call  the  decifive  anti-venereal  effects  of  mer- 
cury .” 

The  genius  of  phyfic,  it  feems,  did  not  dum- 
ber in  the  year  1782,  for  befides  that  which  was 
lafl:  mentioned,  two  other  works  made  their  ap- 
pearance, the  one  entitled 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon , 
and  th'e  Remedies  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  its  Effects, 
&e.  By  J.  Clubbe , Surgeon , 8 vo. 

This  treatife,  I have  been  informed  (for  I have 
not  been  able  to  procure  it)  is  a fenfible,  though 
not  a fcientific  performance.  It  is  written  for  the 
ufe  of  thofe  who  have  not  received  a medical  edu- 
cation, and  is  faid  to  excel  the  bulk  of  fuch  writ- 
ings as  are  intended  to  gain  popularity. 

A Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  By  G.  Renny , 8 vo, 

is  the  other  treatife  which  was  publifhed  this  year. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Renny,  who  was  furgeon  to  a highland  regi- 
ment, has  not  negle&ed  to  deferibe  the  remarka- 
ble occurrences  which  came  under  his  obferva- 
tion.  One  fadt  which  he  alTerts,  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, convey  fome  practical  inltrudtion : it  is 
this,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  foldiers  who 
were  attacked  with  gonorrhoea,  were  likewife  af- 
fedled  with  a fwelling  of  the  tefticles  ,•  hence  the 
neceflity  of  giving  proper  fupport  to  this  part 
under  limilar  lituations. 

Several  ufeful  obfervations  are  difperfed  through- 
out the  work. 

i 

1783.  

An  Fjfay  on  the  Symptoms  and  Cure  of  the  Virulent 

Gonorrhoea  in  Females.  By  Charles  Armjlrong, , 

Surgeon , 8 vo. 

The  higheft  encomium  to  which  this  fmall 
pamphlet  is  entitled,  will  not  raife  its  author’s 
charadler  above  mediocrity ; it  will  not  be  ne- 
ceflary,  therefore,  to  detain  the  reader  by  a minute 
investigation  of  its  contents,  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that 
he  divides  the  gonorrhoea  of  females  into 'three 
fpecies. 

One  diltindtion  applies  to  the  vagina,  limply. 
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A fccond  fpecies  is  characfterifed  by  the  meatus  • 
urinarius  toeing  inflamed  by  the  fame  caufc. 

The  third  is  that  in  which  the  evil  is  propa- 
gated along  the  urethra  to  the  bladder. 

Thefe  cafes  will  undoubtedly  require  fome  di- 
verfity  of  treatment , particularly  with  regard  to  in- 
jections ; but  this  material  part  the  author  has  neg- 
lected to  confider. 

A Trcatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeqfe.  By-  James 
Dunbar  Innes , 8 vo. 

\ ' v 

A treatife  on  which  it  will  be  fcarcely  requifite 

to  make  any  comment ; it  contains  a compendious 
hiflory  of  the  difeafe  and  its  treatment,  but  the 
author  has  attempted  no  innovation,  and  the  rea- 
der, I may  add,  will  not  derive  much  edifica- 
tion. 

— 17S  4.  
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Fraclical  Obfervations  on  Venereal  Complaints , iAc. 
By  F.  Swediaur , M.  D.  8 vo. 

The  reputation  of  jhis  writer  has  prevented  his 
works  from  falling  into  oblivion.  There  are  few 

profeflional  men  who  are  not  acquainted  with  this 

author. 
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author,  and  the  feveral  editions  which  have  been 
publifhed,  are  a fufficient  teftimony  of  the  public 
eftimation. 

In  the  fubfequent  editions  feveral  remarks  are 
introduced,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  firft. 
To  prevent  the  neceflity  of  again  alluding  to  the 
fame  author,  I fhall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  my 
fentiments  on  the  third  edition,  which  I believe  is 
the  la  ft,  or  at  leaf!  the  laft  that  I have  been  able 
to  procure. 

Dr.  Swediaur  believes  that  the  venereal  difeafe 
was  not  imported  by  Columbus,  and  endeavours 
to  prove,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sanchez  and  Dr. 
Henfler,  that  it  prevailed  in  Europe  a confidera- 
ble  time  prior  to  his  embarkation  for  America. 

How  far  I might  be  difpofed  from  a perufal 
of  thefe  authors  to  concur  with  Dr.  Swediaur,  it 
is  impoflible  to  prejudge ; but  it  appears  to  me 
matter  of  aftonifhment,  that  Dr.  Swediaur  did  not 
produce  in  his  own  defence  arguments  from  the 
perfons  whom  he  fo  much  admires. 

I believe  it  will  be  granted  that  the  majority  of 
the  faculty  have  a different  fentiment ; it  would 
have  been.no  unreafonable  expectation,  then,  that 
an  affertion  fubverfive  of  their  creed  fhould  have 
been  ftrengthened  by  plaufible  evidence ; but  what 

does 
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does  he  fay,  u It  is  at  leaf:  undoubtedly  wrong  in 
lb  t0  conclude  that  the  difeafc  was  brought  to  Eu- 
rope from  the  Weft  Indies,  becaufe  it  appeared 
and  became  epidemic  here  at  the  time  when  Co- 
lumbus returned  from  his  lirft  voyage,  1493,  or 
to  fay  that  becaufe  it  had  been  epidemic  there,  it 
was  brought  from  thence  to  us ; 1 think  it  might 
be  equally  reafonable  to  alledge,  that  it  was  brought 
into  different  parts  of  the  globe,  by  the  fame  caufe, 
at  the  fame  time.” 

Now  let  me  afk  any  man  who  is  not  an  avowed 
apoftate  from  reafon  and  common  fenfe,  if  this  is 
any  argument  at  all  ? If  a veflel  were  to  arrive  on 
any  part  of  our  coaft  from  a country  which  had 
never  before  been  viftted  or  exploded,  and  fhortly 
afterwards  a difeafe  made  its  appearance,  whofe 
effects  were  totally  different  from  any  thing  which 
we  had  ever  experienced;  where  would  be  the 
abfurdity  of  fuppofing  that  this  veflel  had  import- 
ed the  evil?  But  how  does  Dr.  Swediaur  juftify 
his  infidelity,  by  informing  us  that  for  twenty 
years  after  the  introduction  of  the  difeafe,  it  was 
not  know'll  to  be  communicated  by  coition  ? This 
is  tantamount  to  a declaration  that  men  were  loth 
to  criminate  themfelves.  Would  you  expect  the 
pretenders  to  chaftity  and  holinefs,  or  thofe  who 
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had  taken  the  vow  of  celibacy,  frankly  to  acknow- 
ledge their  incontinence?  Certainly  not,  an<^ 
though  no  doubt  many  were  convinced  that  this 
was  the  molt  certain  mode  of  communicating  the 
infection,  fhame  and  intereft  mull  have  concurred 
to  oppofe  the  general  adoption  of  fuch  a fenti- 
ment.  Every  one  has  not  the  liberality  (ruay  I 
Hot  ufe  a harfher  term  ?)  to  fay,  “ I had  myfelf  the 
misfortune  to  be  frequently  affedted.”*  To  fay  the 
bef  of  fuch  a confefiiion,  it  argues  no  high  fenfe  of 
delicacy  ; but  let  me  fop,  I have  no  right  to  cenfurC 
his  moral  character,  nor  would  it  be  generous  to 
accufe  one  from  whom  I can  never  receive  a re- 
ply. To  return  to  the  author. 

After  fome  preliminary  obfervations,  which  re-- 
late  principally  to  the  origin  of  the  difeafe,  he 
proceeds  to  the  confideration  of  Blennorrhao-ia, 
a term  preferable  in  his  opinion  to  gonorrhoea, 
with  which,  according  to  his  acceptation,  it  is  fy- 
nonimous.  This  part  of  the  work  is  intereftino-  and 
inftrudive,  here  the  author  undertakes  to  prove 
the  identity  of  the  poifon  producing  chancre  and 
gonorrhoea,  and  in  my  opinion  with  confiderable 
fuccefs,  and  what,  in  a medical  court  of  judica- 
ture, will  be  confidered  no  fault,  his  arguments 
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arc  more  forcible  than  ingenious.  u In  many 
cafes/’  he  fays,  <c  where  I had  occafion  to  exa- 
mine both  parties,  I have  been  convinced  that 
chancres  were  communicated  by  a perfon  affeCted 
with  a fimple  clap,  and  vice  verfa,  that  a viru- 
lent clap  had  been  the  confcquence  of  an  infection 
from  a perfon  having  fimple  chancres  only.” 

If  we  can  depend  on  this  paragraph,  is  it  not 
conclufive  ? 

To  this  feveral  other  proofs  are  adduced,  which 
will  undoubtedly  have  weight  in  fettling  this  dif- 
putable  point  in  practice;  but  to  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  this  work  will  be  utterly  incompa- 
tible with  my  defign.  Though  in  this  publication 
there  are  many  faults,  there  are  likewife  many  excel- 
lencies. Well  authenticated  facts  may  be  confidered 
the  foundation  of  practice,  and  Dr.  S.  has  greatly 
augmented  the  collection  ; but  the  conclufion  of  the 
volume  fullies  the  character  of  its  author,  for  no 
one  can  juftify  his  illiberal  afperfion  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter’s character. 

17Sd.  

A valuable  publication  iffued  from  the  prefs  in 
this  vear,  under  the  title  of 

Medical  Communications. 

in 


I 


( ^3  )' 

in  which  we  fin’d  a paper  by  Dr.  Frcderici 
Michael  is,  on  the  anti-fiphylitic  properties  of 
opium. 

The  facility  with  which  the  fymptoms  of  lues 
venerea  may  be  relieved,  has  undoubtedly  ever 
been  the  fource  of  much  fallacy  and  difaj  )omt- 
ment.  To  arrefi:  the  progrefs  of  a iiphylitic  virus, 
is  a property  not  peculiar  to  opium,  mercury,  or 
any  other  medicine,  but  may  be  accomplifhed  by 
a variety  of  remedies  confeffedly  inadequate  to  the 
eradication  of  the  difeafe. 

Many  perfons  of  refpe&ability  have  in  this 
manner  deceived  themfelves  and  others,  by  con- 
cluding with  too  much  precipitation  in  favor 
of  certain  medicines,  of  whofe  efficacy  further  ex- 
perience would  have  enabled  them  to  fpeak  with 
greater  confidence  and  veracity. 

This  obfervation,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be 
inapplicable  to  the  prefent  paper,  for  a little  atten- 
tion would  have  convinced  the  doctor  that  his 
dependance  was  placed  on  a broken  reed,  there 
having  been  no  fingle  cafe  well  authenticated  of 
any  perfon  who  laboured  under  the  fecondary 
fymptoms  of  lues  venerea,  being  cured  by  this 
narcotic. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  here  of  a 
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ciicumflance  that  principally  contributes  to  pro’- 
niote  the  deception.  After  mercury  has  been 
given  for  a certain  length  of  time,  it  not  unfre- 
qucntly  produces  fymptoms  which  bear  a refem- 
blance  to  the  difeafe  itfelf;  a continuance  in  the 
lame  lemcdy,  theicfore,  only  tends  to  aggravate 
the  patient’s  complaints,  in  confequence  of  which, 
fome  other  remedy  is  employed  ; if  this  acts  as  a 
corredor  to  the  mercury,  it  is  faid  to  cure  the  dif- 
eafe when  mercury  failed,  but  this  erroneous  in- 
ference is  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  diferimi- 
nation.  The  real  virtues  of  opium  in  this  cafe  are 
now  fo  well  known,  that  it  will  hardly  be  necefr 
fary  to  fay  Dr,  Michaelis  was  too  fanguine  in  his 
expectations. 

Thus  I have  endeavoured  to  give  a fummary, 
and  I trull  impartial,  account  of  the  authors 
who  have  appeared  lince  the  period  mentioned 
above. 

To  have  entered  into  a copious  and  minute  ex- 
amination of  their  feveral  opinions,  would  have 
rendered  this  publication  too  voluminous  ; the  ge- 
neral fentiment  I have  ventured  to  entertain  and 
exp  refs  with  regard  to  every  author,  will,  I pre- 
fume,  prove  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  feledion, 
and  enable  the  junior  praditipner  of  an  inquifi- 
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tive  difpofition  to  examine  fuch  as  arc  rnoft  like- 
ly to  reward  his  labor,  and  improve  his  practice. 
I had  originally  intended,  with  the  fame  view  to 
brevity  and  impartiality,  to  have  continued  the 
catalogue  to  the  prefent  period ; but  as  the 
writers  of  a more  recent  date  are  abundantly  more 
interefting,  and  are  in  a great  meafure  the  ftan- 
dard  by  which  many  are  now  regulated,  a bare 
enumeration  of  their  works,  or  a brief  account  of 
their  opinions,  would  fcarcely  be  fufficient.  I 
have,  therefore,  judged  it  advifeable  to  limit  my 
remarks  to  the  period  at  which  the  laft  writer 
made  his  appearance,  intending  hereafter  to  com- 
prehend in  a fubfequent  volume  thofe  work? 
which  have  fince  iifued  from  the  prefs. 
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A N AL  Y S I S 

OF  A 

COURSE  of  LECTURES 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE,  &c. 


LECTURE  I. 

Introductory  Lecture. 

the  origin  of  the  difeafe.  Whence  deriv- 
ed. America  fuppofed  to  be  the  place  from 
which  it  was  derived.  Reafons  for  this  fuppofition. 
Tefti monies  of  Gelinus,  of  Leonicenus  Vincentinus, 
profciTor  of  phyfic  at  Ferrara ; of  Gafper  Torella" 
and  other  practitioners  of  that  day.  Period  of  its 
manifeftation  in  Europe.  Suppofed  to  be  about 
the  fifteenth  century.  Columbus  fufpected  of  hav- 
ing been  the  means  of  its  importation.  Facts  re- 
lative to  his  voyage  confidered.  Objections  to 
this  fentiment  by  Thomas  Beckett,  John  de  Gad 
defden,  Guido  de  Qeliac,  and  others.  TheTnt 
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bility  of  their  arguments  hated  and  confirmed. 
Propagation  and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  in  Europe, 
from  the  Neapolitans  to  the  French,  thence  foon 
became  known  in  every  European  hate.  United 
evidence  of  all  the  Spanifh  hiftorians,  in  proof  of 
America  being  the  nurferyof  this  contagion.  In- 
veftigation  of  the  primary  fource  of  this  poifon. 
Abfurd  conjectures  which  have  been  held  on  this 
point.  Aftrology  and  medicine  confidered  as  lifter 
fciences  at  the  period  when  this  complaint  appear- 
ed ; hence  attributed  to  planetary  influence.  Sup- 
pofed  by  others  owing  to  atmofpheric  changes. 
Advocates  of  this  opinion.  Its  beneficial  ten- 
dency in  concealing  the  incontinence  and  immo- 
rality of  the  monks.  The  dodrine  of  an  Italian, 
who  aferibed  it  to  eating  human  flefh.  Circum- 
ftances  which  gave  rife  to  this  opinion.  Its  in- 
fufficiency  proved.  Suppofed  by  others  to  be 
produced  by  the  copulation  of  pei fons  labouring 
under  different  difeafes.  This  proved,  by  dired 
and  analogical  evidence,  erroneous.  Van  Hel- 
mont’s  opinion  that  it  was  from  an  unnatural  con- 
nedion  with  fome  animal  ; this  idea  by  no  means 
improbable.  Reafons  alledged  by  Dr.  Rees  in 
fupport  of  it.  The  fpontaneous  generation  of  cer- 
tain fpecific  morbid  poifons  peculiar  to  fome  ani- 
mals ; 
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mals;  but  communicable  afterwards  to  others. 
This  no  fmali  argument  in  proof  of  the  laft  hypo- 
thefis.  Other  reafons  offered.  Hydrophobia, 
cow-pox,  &c.  adduced  as  collateral  evidence. 

LECTURE  II. 

Gonorrhcea,  or  Simple  Clap  deferibed.  The 
ordinary  mode  of  its  appearance.  9" 'ime  of  its  ap- 
pearance from  the  period  of  infection  variable.  Se- 
veral cafes  related  illuftrative  of  this.  Progrefs  of 
Symptoms.  Difference  in  the  order  and  violence 
of  this  difeafe  enquired  into.  Symptoms  diver- 
fified  by  conftitutional  irritability,  local  irritabi- 
lity, and  the  malignity  of  the  poifon.  Qu.  Is  the 
mildnefs  and  diverfity  of  this  difeafe  owing  to  any 
difference  in  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  virus  ? 
Concomitant,  though  not  conftant,  fymptoms  of 
gonorrhoea  confidered.  Ardor  urinae.  Caufe  of 
this.  Violence.  Duration.  Confequences.  Cafes. 
Chordee.  Continuance  of  it.  Haemorrhage,  or 
difeharge  of  blood  from  the  penis.  Swelling  of 
the  tefticles.  Curious  faeft  relative  to  Highlan- 
ders. Swelling  of  the  glands  in  the  groin  general- 
ly fy mpathetic.  How  known  to  be  fo.  Impor- 
tance of  being  familiar  with  this  cafe.  Cafes  re- 
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lated.  Identity  of  the  poifon  producing  Clap,  and 
that  producing  chancre,  confidered. 

LECTURE  III. 

Gonorrhoea  in  Women  confidered.  Two 
fpecies  decidedly  different.  Hence  fome  impor- 
tant inferences.  How  difiinguiihed  from  the  fluor 
albus,  or  whites.  Two  principal  criteria.  Dif- 
ficulty of  eradicating  the  poifon  from  the  vagina. 
Secondary  Symptoms  of  lues  in  women  who  have 
only  had  gonorrhoea. 

Cure  of  Gonorrhea  in  Men.  Firft  by  in- 
jection. Secondly,  bougies.  Thirdly,  internal 
remedies  only.  Injections.  When  proper.  Va- 
rious kinds.  Rules  for  their  felection  and  admi- 
nifhation.  Comequences  of  injections  improperly 
ufed,  either  with  regard  to  time  or  ftrength.  In- 
flammation of  the  bladder.  Strictures,  &c.  in- 
curred. Interefting  cafes  adduced  in  confirmation. 
Bougie.  When  proper.  Comparative  advantages 
of  this  remedy.  Cafes  adduced.  Cure  by  inter- 
nal remedies.  Advantages  of.  Infufficiency  of 
this  mode.  Mercury,  how  far  rcqujfite  in  the 
treatment  of  Ample  gonorrhoea.  Treatment  of 
chordee.  Haemorrhage  from  the  penis.  How 
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treated.  Ardor  urinse.  Swelled  tefticle.  Treat- 
ment of.  An  examination  of  Mr.  Bell’s  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  early  ufe  of  aftringent  injec- 
tions. How  far  do  mercurial  injections  aCt  fpe- 
cifically  on  the  virus.  Does  the  nitrous  acid,  ad- 
miniftered  in  the  fame  manner,  aCt  on  this  prin- 
ciple. 

LECTURE  IV. 

Gonorrhea  continued.  Cure  of  it  in  wo- 
men. Peculiarity  of  treatment  with  them.  In- 
jections differently  employed.  Confequences  of 
gonorrhoea.  Venereal  warts  (rhefe  confidered  in 
a fubfequent  leCture).  Thickening  of  the  vagina 
and  nymphae.  Confequences  of  gonorrhoea  in 
men.  Gleet  molt  common.  How  cured.  Bou- 
gies. How  employed  here.  Injections.  How  ad- 
miniftered,  and  what  are  found  molt  certain. 
Rules  for  afeertaining  this.  Internal  remedies  re- 
quifite,  given,  however,  with  different  and  fome- 
times  oppofite  intentions.  Habitual  gleet.  Gleet 
recurring  from  conffitutional  plethora.  Cafes 
brought  forward  to  illuffrate  feveral  points  of 
practical  importance.  Irritation  in  the  urethra 
continuing,  how  cured.  Gleet,  how  diftinguifh- 
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eat  from  gonorrhoea.  Importance  of.  Decided  I 
evidence  on  this  queftion  with  regard  to  marriec : | 
men. 

LECTURE  V. 

Of  Chancre.  This  deferibed  according  to  iti  c 
moft  ufual  appearance.  Ufual  feat  of  it.  Ex-  3 
traordinary  affertion  of  Aftruc.  Material  and  im-  4 
portant  difference  arifing  from  the  fituation  of  i 
chancre.  Difference  dependant  on  conflitution.  4 
On  malignity  of  the  poifon.  Chancre  at  the  bafe  ;l 
of  the  glans  dangerous.  Why.  ’ Swelled  pre-  ! 
puce  to  be  attended  to.  Effeds  of  it.  Chancre  • 
at  the  bafe  of  the  penis.  Effed  of.  Interefting 
cafes,  fhewing  the  importance  of  attending  to 
this.  Neceflity  of  diftinguifhing  between  chan- 
cres and  fimple  ulceration.  Females  fhbjed  to 
flight  ulceration  on  the  parts  of  generation.  Cafe. 
Cure  of  chancre.  By  local  remedies.  By  reme- 
dies adminiftered  to  the  ftomach.  Local  reme- 
dies, various.  Cauftic  lunar  confidered.  Nitrous 
acid,  &c.  &c.  confidered.  Mercury.  When  pro- 
per. How  long  to  be  continued.  Cafes.  How 
far  are  cauftic  applications  likely  to  produce 
bubo. 
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[LECTURE  VI. 

j.  . '• 

Bubo  defcribed.  Sympathetic  and  idiopathic, 
what  and  how  diftinguifhed.  Advantage  of  bubo. 
Conftitution  guarded  by  bubo.  How.  Scat  of 
bubo.  Difference  of  venereal  bubo  from  that 
produced  by  other  morbid  poifons.  Treatment 
of  venereal  bubo.  How  difperfed.  How  brought  ” 
to  fuppuration.  Comparative  inconvenience  of 
difperfion  and  fuppuration.  Rapid  and  remarka- 
ble enlargement  of  buboes.  Cafes.  Mercury. 
Obfervations  on  its  ufe  here.  Treatment  of  ul- 
cerated bubo.  Opening  buboes,  particular  cau- 
tions with  refpeeff  to.  Cauftic  and  Incifion  com- 
pared. Indolent  bubo.  How  treated.  Cafes. 

LECTURE  VII. 

Venereal  Warts.  Where  occurring  moll 
frequently.  Circumftances  favourable  to  their 
production.  Practical  inferences  from  their  ap- 
pearance in  females.  Curious  cafes.  The  vari- 
ous methods  adopted  for  their  removal  examin- 
ed. Of  cauftic.  Fumigation.  Application  of 

rhubarb.  See.  Excifton.  Savin  powder. 

\ 

Strictures 

. ■ i 


I 


C 206  j 

l 

Strictures  in  the  Urethra,  hiftory  of.  C'au-  i 

fes  which  generally  produce  them'  How  far  tol 
be  attributed  to  gonorrhoea  virufenta.  How  far  I 
to  Injections.  Situation  of  tinctures.  Symptoms  , 
of  ftridure.  Cafes. 

LECTURE  VIII. 

Strictures  continued.  Great  importance  of 
a familiar  acquaintance  with  thefe  cafes.  Ufual 
progrefs  of  fymptoms  deferibed.  Symptoms  5 
which  moft  generally  accompany  thefe  complaints. 
Symptoms  which  occafionally  accompany  them. 
EfTe&s  of  ftricfhure  on  the  conftitution.  Effed 
on  particular  parts.  Bladder.  Kidneys.  Sto- 
mach, &c.  Gleet  with  ftridure  to  be  attended 
to.  Situation  of  Stridure,  how  known.  Size 
and  extent  how  known.  Introdudion  of  bou- 
gies. Several  pradical  remarks  relative  thereto. 

Of  Stndure  combined  with  other  alfedions,  as 
Eone  in  the  urethra,  difeafed  bladder,  &c.  &c. 
Stridure,  with  fiftula  in  perinaeo.  Various  cafes 
related  m illuftration  of  thofe  different  peculi- 
arities. 
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L EC  TO  RE  IX. 

Strictures,  how  cured.  Bougie  and  cauftic 
compared.  Size  of  bougies.  Compolition  of. 
Comparative  eftimate  of  catgut.  Whalebone  and 
leaden  bougies.  Of  bougies  made  with  elaftic 
gum.  Of  the  armed  bougie , or  bougie  with  cauf- 
tic.  When  neceflaiy.  Mode  of  applying  it.  In. 
ccnveniencies  and  objections  attending  this  reme- 
dy impartially  confidered.  Of  the  pain  and  he- 
morrhage which  fometimes  occur.  Hemorrhage 
how  prevented.  Of  pictures  incurable  by  cauf- 
tic.  Why.  Cure  of  ftridures,  by  cutting  into 
the  urethra.  When  neceflaiy.  Cafes.  Authors 
on  thefe  complaints  enumerated. 


LECTURE  X. 

Diseases  of  the  Testici.es.  Enlargement  of 
one  or  both  tefticles  from  a blow.  From  gonor- 
rhoea. Peculiarity  in  this  latter  cafe.  Scrophu- 
lous  induration.  Charafteriftic  fymptoms.  Can- 
cerous fwellings.  How  moll  certainly  diftin- 
guiihcd.  Affedion  of  fpermatic  cord.  Treat- 
ment of  fwelled  tefticle  from  gonorrhoea.  Of 
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fcrophulous  enlargement.  Great  utility  of  leeches. 
Remedies  appropriate  to  other  affections  of  thefe 
organs  confidered.  Cicuta.  Mercury.  Sal  am- 
moniac, with  vinegar,  &c.  Excifion.  When 
advifeable.  When  efTential.  Wafting  of  the  tef- 
ticles.  Cafes  appertaining  to  the  preceding  cir- 
cumftances  adduced. 

LECTURE  XI. 

Secondary  Symptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  order  of  their  appearance.  Venereal  fore 
throat.  Charadter  of  this  fymptom.  Other  af- 
feCtions  with  which  it  is  liable  to  be  confounded. 
Eruptions  on  the  fkin.  Venereal  blotches.  Pains 
in  the  bones.  Difcafes  of  the  bones  from  a vene- 
real caufe.  DiftinCtion  from  rheumatifm.  Se- 
condary fvmptoms  arifing  in  pregnant  women. 
How  treated.  InfeCtion  of  the  foetus,  from  what 
caufe.  Mifcarriages  fhewn  to  arife  moft  gene- 
rally from  the  mifconduCt  of  the  father.  Treat- 
ment of  fecondary  fymptoms,  nodes,  &c.  Enu- 
meration of  the  various  remedies  w'hich  have  been 
offered  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  What  are  the 
real  properties  of  thofe  remedies.  How  far  fer- 
viceable  in  mitigation  of  fymptoms.  Various 
cafes. 
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' LECTURE  XII. 

Salivation  fully  treated  of.  How  to  be  ef- 
feded.  Conftitutions  very  averfe  to  mercury,  how 
managed.  EfFed  of  mercury  on  the  mouth. 
How  promoted.  How  reftrained.  Violent  de- 
grees of  falivation,  how  checked.  EfFed  of  mer- 
cury on  the  bowels.  Mercurial  dyfentery.  Treat- 
ment of.  Effed  of  mercury  on  the  brain.  Lofs 
of  memory.  Hypochondriacifm.  Conftitutions 
not  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial  adion,  or  very 
difficultly  aded  upon.  Time  requifite  for  the 
continuance  of  falivation.  How  judged  of.  Ano- 
malous fymptoms  of  lues  venerea.  An  enquiry 
into  its  prefent  (fate.  How  far  has  it  become  lefs 
adive  than  formerly.  What  probability  is  there 
of  its  becoming  extind.  Corredives  of  mercury. 
Decod.  mezerei.  Lifbon  diet  drink.  Nitrous 
acid,  and  various  other  articles  confidered.  Re- 
capitulation. Account  of  authors.  Conclufion. 
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